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ABSTRACT
O r g a n i z e d  N u r s i n g  in the Si lver State:
A H i s t o r y  of the N e v a d a  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n
M e m b e r s h i p  in a p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  has b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  one of the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a p e r s o n  a v o w e d  to p r a c t i c e  a 
p r o f e s s i o n .  The p u r p o s e  of this study was to conduct 
an hi s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of the N e v a d a  Nurses'
A s s o c i a t i o n  (NNA) to d e t e r m i n e  the in fl u e nc e  of nat ion al ,  
state, and local socie ta l issues on the e v o l u t i o n  of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  D a t a  was c o l l e c t e d  fr om  the N e v a d a  Hi s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  in Reno, the N N A  st a te  office, the Speci al  
C o l l e c t i o n s  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Nevada, Las Vegas, and 
the N u r s i n g  A r c h i v e s  at B o s t o n  Un i v e r s i t y .  A r t i c l e s  in 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  and lay l i t e r a t u r e  also p r o v i d e d  
in for ma ti on.  O r g a n i z a t i o n  t he o r y and c o n g r u e n c e  with 
go al s  of the A m e r i c a n  Nurses' A s s s o c i a t i o n  (ANA) were 
us ed  as a f r a m e w o r k  for the study. D a t a  a n a ly s i s  
in cl u d e d  sorting, i n te g r at i n g,  and s y n t h e s i z i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  from  va r i o u s  sources. Fi n d i n g s  
r e v e a l e d  that a co r e g r o u p  of w o m e n  dealt wit h low 
m e m b e r s h i p  and d e c r e a s e d  fi n a n c e s  as they so ught to improve 
n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  and p ro t e ct  c o n s u m e r s  fro m infer io r care. 
Thi s st udy  m a k e s  a un i q u e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to n u r s i n g  k n o w l e d g e  
as it f a c i l i t a t e s  f u tu r e  p r o g r e s s  th r o ug h  e n h a n c i n g  our 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of past p ro b le ms.
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C h a p t e r  I 
Int rodu ct  ion
M e m b e r s h i p  in a p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  has b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  one of the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a p e r s o n  a v o w e d  to p r a c t i c e  a 
p r o f e s s i o n .  S i nc e  its i n c e p t i o n  in 1896, the A m e r i c a n  
Nur se s ' A s s o c i a t i o n  (ANA) and its p r e c e d e n t  
o r g a n z a t i o n ,  the Nur ses' A s s o c i a t e d  A l u m n a e  of the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  Can a d a,  has f u n c t i o n e d  as a na t io n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  for r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  (R.N.'s). S t a t e  nurses' 
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  as c o n s t i t u e n t  m e m b e r s  of ANA, p r o v i d e  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  for R . N . ' s  to be i n v o l v e d  in d i s c u s s i o n  and 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e l a t e d  to issues of c o n c e r n  at local, 
state, and  n a t i o n a l  levels. T h e  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  
of n u r s i n g  pr a c t i c e ,  ed u ca t i on ,  a nd  r e s e a r c h  i d e al l y  
is f a c i l i t a t e d  w h e n  in d i vi d u al  n u r s e s  p a r t i c i p a t e  as 
m e m b e r s  of the p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .
At the p r e s e n t  time, n u r s i n g  is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m a n y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  issu es  w h i c h  r a n g e f r o m  poor im age a nd  lack 
of c o n s e n s u s  r e g a r d i n g  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  to 
d e c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  of p r a c t i c i n g  c o l l e a g u e s  who  
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
M o s t  p r o b l e m s  are long s t a n d i n g  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  h a v e  e s c a p e d  
re so l ut  ion.
Si nce  its deb ut,  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in n u r s i n g
1
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has s u b s c r i b e d  to r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to s e rv e the n e e d s  of nu rse s
as well as the p r o t e c t i o n  of s o c i e t y  f r o m  in c o m p e t e n t
n u r s i n g  care. H i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on the e v o l u t i o n  of a
st at e  n u r s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  adds to n u r s i n g  k n o w l e d g e
t h r o u g h  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the
p r o f e s s i o n  and s o c i e t y  in an a t t e m p t  to f i nd  s o l u t i o n s
to c o m m o n  prob le ms.
Severa l n u r s i n g  au th ors  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  the
i m p o r t a n c e  of c o n d u c t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h
r e l a t e d  to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
In 1958, A u s t i n  d e c l a r e d  that s c i e n t i f i c  st ud i es  about
n a t i on a l,  state, and local n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d
be c o n d u c t e d  to add to the b o d y  of n u r s i n g  kn owl ed g e.
This is a c c o m p l i s h e d  w h e n  (1) p r e v i o u s l y  u n t a p p e d
so urc es  are a n al yz ed , i n t e r pr e t ed ,  d o c u m e n t e d ,  and
m a d e  a c c e s s i b l e  to the public, an d  (2) earl ier
a v a i l a b l e  da t a  are r e s t u d i e d  in light of further
1
i n f o r m a t i o n  revealed.
In 1977, de T o r n y a y  d i s c u s s e d  r e s e a r c h  p r i o r i t i e s
i d e n t i f i e d  by the A N A  C o m m i s s i o n  on N u r s i n g  R e s e a rc h .
Two of the s u g g e s t e d  areas of s t u d y  we r e (1) studi es
on the h i s t o r y  and p h i l o s o p h y  of nu rs in g, and (2)
st ud i es  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the n u r s i n g  
2
prof ess i o n .
S c h l o t f e l d t  s u g g e s t e d  that by  the year  2000 one of 
the m a n y  c ha ng e s o c c u r r i n g  in n u r s i n g  will be a 
renewal of the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  She 
e n v i s i o n e d  that p r i m a r y  m e m b e r s h i p  w o u l d  be he l d  in the
2
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A N A  w h i c h  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to set e d u c a t io n a l and p r a c t i c e
s t a n d a r d s  and serve as the vo ic e of the p r o f e s s i o n
3
in go v e r n m e n t a l  issues. If this is the case, then 
h i s t o r i c a l  studi es  of st a t e a s s o c i a t i o n s  (as 
c o n s t i t u e n t  m e m b e r s  of ANA) are n e e d e d  to iden tif y  
s t r e n g t h s  and l i m i t a t io ns  of the past in order to 
f a c i l i t a t e  c o h e s i v e n e s s  in the future.
Pa lm e r in d i ca t e d that a l t h o u g h  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
n at i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e ce i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a t t e n t i o n  from h i s t o r i a n s ,  regional and state
4
a s s o c i a t i o n s  have not b e e n  as well do cu me n te d .
A focus on d i f f i c u l t i e s  and a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  in
r e l a t i o n  to societal ev ents and in f lu e n ce s  m a k e s  a
un i q u e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to n u r s i n g  kn owl e d ge .
L y n a u g h  and R e v e r b y  b e l i e v e d  that very little
i n f o r m a t i o n  is g a i n e d  in si mp ly  r e ad i n g  about the
e v o l u t i o n  of an o r g a n i z a t i o n  unless it is r e l a t e d  to
larger social issues and in terests that in f l u e n c e d  the 
5
ass oci a t io n .  H i s t o r i c a l  r e se a r c h  i d e n t i f i e s  the 
m e a n i n g  of events that o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  a g i v e n  time and 
situation, and leads to g re a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 
current issues c o n f r o n t i n g  nursing.
N u r s i n g  is g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  an art and a 
sc ien ce  wh o se  m e m b e r s  exist to serve the he a l t h  nee ds  
of society. H i s t o r i c a l  r e se ar c h en h a n c e s  n u r s i n g ' s  
ar ti s t i c  and es t h e t i c  k n o w l e d g e  base, c o n t r i b u t e s  to the 
s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  base  of the p ro f e s s i o n ,  and adds to the 
h i s t o r y  of society. K n o w l e d g e  of theo ri es and concept ua l
3
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f r a m e w o r k s  f r o m  a v a r i e t y  of d i s c i p l i n e s  as si sts  in the
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of d a t a  and forms the s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h
co mp o ne n t  of the h i s t o r i a n ' s  task. A t t e m p t i n g  to
u n d e r s t a n d  the e x p e r i e n c e s  and f e e l i n g s  of the p e o p l e
b e i n g  s t u d i e d  is the a r t i s t i c  e le men t of h i s t or i c al  
6
research.
St at e m en t  of the P r o b l e m
This h i s t o r i c a l  stu dy  a d d r e s s e d  the e v o l u t i o n  of the 
N e v a d a  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n  (NNA) a nd  the impact of 
n at i on al,  state, and local so c iet al issues on the e m e r g e n c e  
of this st ate  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  
h ad  re t a i n e d  m a n y  h i s t o r i c a l  records, until the 
m a t e r i a l s  w e re  sorted, c a t e g o ri z e d,  analyzed, 
interp ret ed , and c o m p i l e d  into m e a n i n g f u l
d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  they we r e i n a c c e s s i b l e  to so ci e t y  and the 
p r o f es s io n .  As a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  u n r e s e a r c h e d  data  
r e m a i n e d  a h i d d e n  s o u r c e  of k n o w l e d g e  that mi ght  e n h a n c e  
the d e v e l o p m e n t  of n u r s i n g  as a p r o f e s s i o n  w i t h i n  Nevada .
W r i t i n g  the h i s t o r y  of a st a te ' s  p r o f es s i on a l  
n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of ev ents  
and issues r el eva nt  to s o c i e t y  at large. The u n f o l d i n g  
of the a s s o c i a t i o n  d i d  not occur in isolation. F a c t o r s  
w h i c h  f o s t e r e d  and im pe de d the p r o g r e s s  of the N NA  w e r e  
examined, a n d the i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the N N A  and s o c i e t y  
was explored.
P u r p o s e  & £  the S t u d y
The p u r p o s e  of this st u d y  was to d e v e l o p  an
4
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h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of a s t a t e  n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
c o n s i d e r i n g  the i n f l u e n c e  of n a t i o n a l ,  state, and local 
s o c i e t a l  issues on the e v o l u t i o n  of the NNA.
H i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  has b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  o n less than 
o n e - f i f t h  of e x i s t i n g  s t a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  To the 
r e s e a r c h e r ' s  kn o w l e d g e ,  the r e  had not b e e n  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of the e v o l u t i o n  of the 
NNA, e s p e c i a l l y  in r e l a t i o n  to s o c i e t a l  i n f l u e n c e s  in 
N e v a d a .
E a c h  s t a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n  has d i s t i n c t i v e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of p r o g r e s s i o n ,  but i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 
c o m m o n  a t t r i b u t e s  of g r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  will 
i n c r e a s e  the k n o w l e d g e  b a s e  of the p r o f e s s i o n .  Until 
h i s t o r i c a l  st ud i e s are c o m p l e t e d  on the m a j o r i t y  of state  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  this k n o w l e d g e  will r e m a i n  l i m i t e d  in 
s c o p e .
S jgni f i c a n c e  of the Stu d y
In 1896, the Nu rse s' A s s o c i a t e d  A l u m n a e  of the U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  and C a n a d a  w a s f o r m e d  un der the g u i d a n c e  of 
Isabel H a m p t o n  R ob b. Th i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  wa s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
as a c o n s c i o u s  ef f or t  to u n i t e  n u r s e s  in their qu es t for 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  and their c o m m i t m e n t  to a s s u r e  p u b l i c  
s a f e t y  by p r o m o t i n g  nu rses' c o m p e t e n c i e s .  In 1901, the 
C a n a d i a n s  w e r e  no longer i n c l u d e d  as part of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  due to N e w  Y o r k  s t a t e law p r o h i b i t i n g  
n o n - c i t i z e n s  as m e m b e r s .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  in 1911, the 
na m e  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n  was c h a n g e d  to the A m e r i c a n
5
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7
Nurses ' A s s o c i a t i o n .
The p u r p o s e s  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  w e r e  to e s t a b l i s h
a code of ethics, ra is e e d u c a ti o na l  s ta nd a rd s ,  p r o m o t e
a p o s i t i v e  image of nu rs es , e n c o u r a g e  co l l e g i a l
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  and pr ot e c t the pu b l i c  f r o m  inferior
n u r s i n g  care. A N A  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n
of nurse s, w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  s tat es  b e g a n  e s t a b l i s h i n g
a s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  Q u a l i t y  of care  and p r o t e c t i n g
the p u b l i c  fr o m u n e d u c a t e d  or i n a d e q u a t e l y  t ra ine d
8
n u r s e s  r e q u i r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s u p e r v is i o n.
The first c o n v e n t i o n  of the A s s o c i a t e d  A l u m n a e  was
h e l d  in 1898. At this time, Isabel R o b b  o r i g i n a l l y
p r o p o s e d  the concep t of state b r a n c h e s  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n ,
p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  she b e l i e v e d  it wo u l d e x p e d i t e  the goal
of e d u c at i o na l  a d v a n c e m e n t .  At the c o n v e n t i o n  in 1900,
R o b b  r e e m p h a s i z e d  her a d v o c a c y  for st at e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in
the interest of a d v a n c i n g  the p r o f e s s i o n  an d  as a m e a n s
9
to f a c i l i t a t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of nurses.
B l a u  and Scott sta te  that a c o m m o n  facto r of all
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is an a s s e m b l a g e  of p e o p l e  e s t a b l i s h e d
w i t h  the o b j e c t i v e  of a t t a i n i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  goals.  Th e
u n i q u e  n a t u r e  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n  r em ai ns  s e p a r a t e  from
the p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of ch a r t e r  m em b e r s .  This  pe r m i t s  it
to en du r e w i t h  the fu n d a m e n t a l  p u r p o s e  in sp i t e  of
10
c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g i n g  pe r s on n e l.
O ne  c o mp on e nt  of this s t ud y of the N N A  was 
i d e n t i f y i n g  the role it p l a y e d  in m e e t i n g  the go als
6
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
first d e f i n e d  by the na ti on a l a s s o c ia t i on .  E x p l o r i n g  
h o w  the state a s s o c i a t i o n  and the na ti on al a s s o c i a t i o n  
i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  and i n f l u e n c e d  one  an o th e r  offers 
insight into areas of c o o p e r a t i o n  as well as conflict. 
In add ition, u n d e r s t a n d i n g  cur re nt  issues and pr ob l e ms  
o n l y  o cc ur w h e n  there is k n o w l e d g e  about the o r ig i n  of 
p r e v i o u s  co n ce rn s  c o n f r o n t i n g  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  at st ate 
and  n a t i o n a l  levels.
Of s i g n i f i c a n c e  also, is an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of those 
s o c i et i al  in f lu enc es  w h i c h  have ha d  an impact on the 
e v o l u t i o n  of the N N A  in terms of the effect of the 
a s s o c i a t i o n  on n u r s i n g  issues. F a c t o r s  and events on 
the na ti on a l and s t a t e level we re  i d e n ti f ie d  for the 
role they p l a y e d  in the p r o g r e s s i o n  of the pr of ess ion .  
N e v a d a  is a u n i q u e  s t ate  b e c au s e  of s t a t e w i d e  le g a l iz e d  
g a m b l i n g  an d l e g a l i z e d  p r o s t i t u t i o n  w i t h i n  s e l e ct e d  
count ies . T h e r e  is 24 -ho ur  acce ss  to alcohol, 
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  and ga m b li n g , and the e x i s t en ce  of a 24 
ho ur lifestyle. T h e s e  factors impact the financial 
st at u s  of r e s i d e n t s  and touri st s alike, and present  
p o t e nt i al  a l t e r a t i o n s  in mental and physi ca l health.
T h e  d i r e c t i o n  of h e a l t h  care and n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  
w i t h i n  the state are s u b s e q u e n t l y  e f f e c t e d  by these 
traits. This stu d y  c o n t r i b u t e s  to the bo dy of n u r s i n g  
k n o w l e d g e  by i d e n t i f y i n g  and m a k i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  
u n r e s e a r c h e d  d at a a v a i l a b l e  to m e m b e r s  of the 
p r o f e s s i o n  and society. A n a l y s i s  and d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of 
the h i s t o r y  of n u r s i n g  on a st ate level increases
7
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k n o w l e d g e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  about the g r o w t h  of the 
d i s c i p l i n e  as a whole. This, in turn, m a y  s t i m u l a t e  
n u r s e s  to g r e a t e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  in p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
social issues.
M e t h o d o l o g y
A c c o r d i n g  to C o l l i n g w o o d ,  h i s t o r y  is a s c i e n t i f i c
m e t h o d  of inq u i ry  by w h i c h  we se ek  to d i s c o v e r
k n o w l e d g e  about h u m a n  a c t i v i t i e s  of the past. S uc h
i n f o r m a t i o n  is v a l u a b l e  b e c a u s e  it p r o v i d e s  da ta about
past a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  and  s t r u g gl e s  a nd  p r o v i d e s  clues
for p o t e nt i a l a c h i e v e m e n t s  of c u r re n t  and  future 
11
g e n e r a t i o n s .
H i s t o r y  is a m o m e n t o  of the past and serves as the
m e c h a n i s m  for p r o g re s s . W i t h o u t  k n o w l e d g e  of what has
b ee n  d e v e l o p e d  or p r o b l e m s  en c o u n t e r e d ,  a d v a n c e m e n t  is 
12
h i n d e r e d .
T he  k n o w l e d g e  o b t a i n e d  is co n t i n g e n t  u po n  the d at a
that has be en kept intact. R e c o r d s  m a y  be i n c o m p l e t e
and d is c e r n i n g .  I n f o r m a t i o n  tends to be b i a s e d  b e c a u s e
it is o f te n  d o c u m e n t e d  by p e o p l e  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  rather
13
than those in less s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t io n s . T h e r e f or e ,  
it is impo rta nt to c o ns i d e r  absent d a t a  in a d d i t i o n  to 
that w h i c h  has b e e n  p r e s er v e d.
H i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  is not m e an t  to r e b u i l d  the 
past but rather i n t e rp r et s  it u t i l i z i n g  e x i s t i n g  
e v i d e n c e  and  th e o re ti ca l fr am e wo rk s . As a result 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the r e a l i t y  of the past p r o v i d e s  a 
f o u n d a t i o n  for c o m p r e h e n d i n g  the cu r re n t  p a r a d i g m  of
8
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the d i s c i p l i n e  exa mined.
N o w a c k  as s e r t s  that h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  as a 
m e t h o d o l o g y  of s c h o l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  for n u r s i n g  has 
b e e n  slow to g a i n  a c c e p t a n c e .  The  lack of h i s t o r i c a l  
r e s e a r c h  has b e e n  a t t r i b u t e d  to the d e a r t h  of q u a l i f i e d  
h i s t o r i a n s  (only in the last d e c a d e  has a cr it i ca l  ma s s  
of h i s t o ri c a l s c h o l a r s  ap p e ar ed )  and to a g e ne r a l  
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  about the p u r p o s e  and r e l e v a n c e  of
15
hi s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  as a s c h o l a r l y  m e t h o d  of inquiry.
N u r s i n g  h i s t o r y  is m o r e  than a d e s c r i p t i o n  of past
events, it is the so u r c e  of pr es e nt  an d  f ut ure
p r o f e s s i o n a l  identity. G u i d a n c e  can be o b t a i n e d  by
g a i n i n g  k n o w l e d g e  fr om  the trials an d  tr iu m p h s  of the
f or e b e a r e r s  of nu rs i ng . K r u m a n  states: "with ou t a
past, there is not m e a n i n g  to the pr e se nt , nor can we
d e v e l o p  a sense of o u r s e l v e s  as i n d i v i d u a l s  and as
16
m e m b e r s  of gr o u ps . "
In 1965, G o o s t r a y  w r o t e  that it was the
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the p r o f e s s i o n  to p r e s e r v e  its
b a c k g r o u n d  and d e s c r i b e  g r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h
id en t i fi e s  n u r s i n g ’s n i c h e  in the social h i s t o r y  of the 
17
U n i t e d  States. A c c o r d i n g  to A b d e l l a h  and Levine, 
n u r s i n g  h i s t o r y  p r o v i d e s  a w o r t h w h i l e  v i e w p o i n t  to 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of cu rr en t  issues an d  p r o b l e m s  
c o n f r o n t i n g  nursi ng . By a n a l y z i n g  past ev ents and the 
social context in w h i c h  they o c c u rr ed ,  the p r o f e s s i o n  
has access to i n f o r m a t i o n  that m a y  a ss ist  in p r o b l e m
9
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s o l vi n g , a n t i c i p a t i o n  of areas of s o c i o c u l t u r a l  cha nge
18
a n d  p r o v i s i o n  of l ea de r sh i p .
The h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d  seeks to e s t a b l i s h
19
t r u t h  f r o m  e x a m i n a t i o n  of factual data. The two 
o r i g i n s  of d a t a  are g e n e r a l l y  p r i m a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  
s o u r c e s .
P r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e  dire ct e v i d e n c e  of a
s p e c i f i c  e x p e r i e n c e ,  su c h  as a p e r s o n  d e s c r i b i n g  an
ev ent in w h i c h  h e / s h e  was a pa r t i c i p a n t .  It can also
be the o f f i ci al  m i n u t e s  of a m e e t i n g  or a diary, or
a v i d e o t a p e  or f i l m  of an event.
S e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  are those that ar e once r e m o ve d
f r o m  the event, s u c h  as p e o p l e  who d i s c u s s  or wr it e
a bo ut  an event in w h i c h  they we r e  not p a r t i c i p a n t s .
S e c o n d a r y  s o u r ce s  m a y  h a v e  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r y  sou rc es  to
e s t a b l i s h  facts by a c o m b i n a t i o n  of i n t e rv i e ws  or
20
a n a l y s i s  of w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l  such as di ar ies .
Sev era l s o u r c e s  of da t a  we re  i d e n t i f i e d  for 
this study. A p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  
of u n r e s e a r c h e d  N N A  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  p r e v i o u s l y  kept at 
the N N A  s t at e  o f f i c e  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  h o u s e d  at the N e v a d a  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  in Re no , Nevada. This h i t h e r t o  
u n a c c e s s e d  h i s t o r i c a l  data, had ne ve r b e e n  sorted, 
c a t e g o r i z e d ,  or index ed , and i nc lud es c o m m i t t e e  
re co r ds ,  b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r  m i n ut es ,  and m e m b e r s h i p  
lists.
T he  initial p h a s e  of this pro j e ct  r e q u i r e d  a 
m e t i c u l o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of this m a t e r i a l  to f a c i l i t a t e
10
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d a t a  r e t ri e v al  for later use. P e r m i s s i o n  to co nduct the 
s t u d y  was o b t a i n e d  f r o m  the N N A  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  who 
is s u ed  a letter to the N e v a d a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie t y  
g r a n t i n g  the r e s e a r c h e r  acc es s to the files (A pp e n di x  
O ne )  .
T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of d a ta  r e q u i r e d  almost e i g h t e e n  
m o n t h s  to c o m p l e t e  an d  r e s u l t e d  in 935 files s t o r e d  in 
t w e n t y  boxes. F o l l o w i n g  this, each file was read, 
a n a ly z e d,  and in t er p r et e d .
O t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  re lev an t to this pro j ec t  w er e  
l o c at e d  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Ne va da,  Las Vegas (UNLV), 
w h i c h  has a special c o l l e c t i o n s  lib r ar y  c o n t a i n i n g  N N A  
d a t a  p r i m a r i l y  r e l a t e d  to the Las V eg as di strict. Two 
trips w e r e  m a d e  to U N L V  to r e v i ew  the data.
D a t a  h o u s e d  at the N N A  state  o f f i c e  located in 
R en o,  N e v a d a  was also ex amined. M o s t  of the minut es,  
reports, a nd  n e w s l e t t e r s  from recent ye ar s  are still 
s t o r e d  at the a s s o c i a t i o n  office, and w e r e  a c c e s s i b l e  
for review. S e l e c t e d  N N A  d o c u m e n t s  f ou nd in the A N A  
c o l l e c t i o n  of the N u r s i n g  A r c h i v e s  of B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  
w er e  p r o v i d e d  by a co ll eag ue .
The  U n i v e r s i t y  of N eva da , R e n o (UNR) has a general 
l i b r a r y  in a d d i t i o n  to a me d ic a l  li br ar y  and a life and 
h e a l t h  s c i en c es  library, w h ic h  co nt a i ns  most of the 
n u r s i n g  literat ur e. A d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  w ere  o b t a i n e d  
f r o m  the l i b r a ri e s  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o rn i a , D a v i s  
T h e s e  re s o ur c e s,  in a d d i t i o n  to s e l e c t e d  p r o f e ss i o n al  
and lay p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  f o r m u l a t e d  the l i t e ra t u re  rev ie w
11
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r e g a r d i n g  local, na t io nal , and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  events, 
as well as the h i g h l i g h t s  of n u r s i n g  h i s t o r y  in A m er ica .
D a t a  w e r e  a n a l y z e d  to e s t a b l i s h  p l a u s i b i l i t y  
(easy to be l ie ve) , p r o b a b i l i t y  ( c o r r o b o r a t e d  data), 
and c e r t a i n t y  (highest level of a u t h e n t i c i t y )  of the 
ev idence. V a l i d i t y  of d o c u m e n t s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
th rou gh  external cri ti cis m. E a c h  d o c u m e n t  was 
e x a m i n e d  for d a t e  and a u t h or s hi p .  C o n t e n t  was r e v i e w e d  
for re f e re n c e s  to curr ent  social ev e nt s  and for 
c h r o no l og i c al  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s .
R e l i a b i l i t y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  internal 
criticism. A t t e m p t s  were  m a d e  to fi n d m u l t i p l e  
sourc es of i n f o r m a t i o n  for c o r r a b o r a t i o n  of data.
D oc u m e n t  we r e  e x a m i n e d  for s t a t e m e n t s  r e f l e c t i n g  
pe rsonal bias of the author and for a d d i t i o n  or 
d e l e t i o n  of d a ta  at a later time.
Use of H u m a n  Sub i ect s
The r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  did not call for the use of 
h um a n  subjects. This st ud y was r e v i e w e d  by the 
U n i v e r s i t y  of San D i e g o  C o m m i t t e e  on the P r o t e c t i o n  of 
H u m a n  Subj ect s w h i c h  g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  to p r o c e e d  wi th  
the re s ea r c h (A p p e n d i x  Two).
R e s e a r c h  Quest ions
In c o n d u c t i n g  this rese arc h,  one ge ne ra l r e s e a r c h  
q u e s t i o n  and five s u b s i d i a r y  q u e s t i o n s  g u i d e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  
of the data. D e v e l o p i n g  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s  f a c i l i t a t e d  
a na ly si s of da t a w it hou t l i m i t i n g  the focus of the r e s e ar c h e r.
12
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Ge ne r a l  Res ear ch Qu e s ti on
Wha t w er e the f ac tor s i n f l u e n c i n g  the e v ol v e m e n t  
of the N N A ?
S u b s i d i a r y  Qu es t ions
1. W h o  were  the p e o p l e  i n vo l v e d  w i t h  the 
f o r m a t i o n  a n d m a i n t e n a n c e  of the N N A ?
2. W h a t  was the i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  N N A  and the 
cultural, p o l i ti c a l,  and s o c i o e c o n o m i c  m i l i e u ?
3. Wh a t w e re  the fa cto rs  that f a c i l i t a t e d  or 
h i n d e r e d  the m o v e m e n t  to wa r d p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  of 
n u r s i n g  in N e v a d a ?
4. In what ways  have  the goals, m i s s io n s ,  
di r e c t i o n s ,  and vi s io n s  of the N N A  be e n  co n gr u e n t  wi t h  or 
di v e r g e n t  f r o m  ANA ?
5. Wh at  we r e  areas of strength, co n fl ict  and 
w e a k n e s s  w i t h i n  the NNA?
F r a m e w o r k  for Anal vs i s
A s s o c i a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  the m e c h a n i s m  by w h i c h
in di v id u a ls  can wo r k  together to a c c o m p l i s h  m u t u a l l y
d e f i n e d  goals. P u r p o s e s  of individual a s s o c i a t i o n s  are
d e s c r i b e d  in b yl aws  or a r t i c l e s  of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  and
re ma i n c o n s i s te nt  even  th o ug h  l e a d e r s h i p  st yles and
21
m e m b e r s h i p  n u mb e r s  fluctuat e.
M c M a n i s  and Stewart b e l i e v e  that for an 
a s s o c i a t i o n  to ad d r e s s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  the ne e d s  of the 
m e m b e r s h i p ,  an e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  must 
be s t r u c t u r e d  and o rg a n iz e d . As an a s s o c i a t i o n  evolv es  
and n e w  f u n c ti o ns  emerge, e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i c e s  must be
13
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r e e v a l u a t e d  an d  a d j u s t e d  as n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m o d a t e  
22
c h a n g e s .
T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e o ry  to the
m a n a g e m e n t  of an a s s o c i a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of
the i m p o r t a n c e  of u t i l i z a t i o n  of h u m a n  re so urc es.
T h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w ho  b e c o m e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  in
a c h i e v i n g  the o b j e c t i v e s  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  n e e d  to be
d i r e c t e d  by p o l i c i e s ,  p r o c e d u r e s ,  an d lines of 
23
au th o r  i t y .
T h e r e f o r e ,  one  c o m p o n e n t  of the f r a m e w o r k  for
a n a l y s i s  of this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of
the p r e s e n c e  or a b s e n c e  of an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e
d u r i n g  e a c h  d e c a d e  of d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  initial
o r g a n i z i n g  f r a m e w o r k  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  and s u b s e q u e n t
cha ng e s d e l i n e a t e d .
C l a s s i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e o r y  was one of several
t h e or i e s w h i c h  e m e r g e d  b e t w e e n  1890 an d 1940. B e c a u s e
the N N A  was  r e c o g n i z e d  by the A N A  as an a s s o c i a t i o n  in
1921 a n d  f i l e d a r t i c l e s  of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  in 1931, this
24
th eo r y  was u s ed  as the s t a n d a r d  for an al y s is .
T he  focus of this t h e o r y  is on p r i n c i p l e s  of total
25
o r g a n i z a t i o n  as d e s c r i b e d  by He nri Fay ol . F o u r t e e n
p r i n c i p l e s  are i n t e r p r e t e d  as c a t e g o r i e s  of s t ru ct ur e,
26
pro ce s s,  a n d e n d - r e s u l t  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n .
S t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t s  of (1) d i v i s i o n  of labor into 
s p e c i a l t i e s ,  (2) d e p a r t m e n t a l i z a t i o n  or u n i t y  of 
d i r e c t i o n ,  (3) c e n t r a l i z a t i o n - d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n , (4) 
a u t h o r i t y  a nd  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and  (5) sca l a r p r o c e s s e s
14
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or c h a i n  of command . P r o c e s s  p r i n c i p l e s  are (1)
equity, (2) d i s c i p l i n e ,  (3) r e m u n e r a t i o n ,  (4) ad h e r e n c e
to the c h a i n  of command, a n d (5) s u b o r d i n a t i o n  to the
27
g e n e r a l  inter es t.
E n d - r e s u l t  p r i n c i p l e s  d e s c r i b e  the d e s i r e d
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  are (1) order,
(2) st a b i l i t y ,  (3) in it iat ive , an d (4) esprit de corps.
Fa yo l  i m p l i e d  that these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w o u l d  emerge
28
if p r o p e r  s t r u c t u r e  and p r o c e s s  took place.
The  s e c o n d  c o m p o n en t  of the a n a l y t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k
was an e v a l u a t i o n  of ho w well the N N A  c o n f o r m e d  to the
o r i g i n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  i d e n t i f i e d  for f o r m a t i o n  of state
a s s o c i a t i o n s  set f o r t h by the Nurses' A s s o c i a t e d
A l u m n a e  of the U n i t e d  States and Canada. A c c o r d i n g  to
F l a n ag a n,  th es e o b j e c t i v e s  w e r e  to (1) i n f l u e n c e
l e g i s l a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to n u r s i n g  and (2) p r o v i d e  a
m e c h a n i s m  for n u r s es  to d i s s e m i n a t e  o p i n i o n s  about
29
n u r s i n g  m a t t e r s  at the s t a te  level.
C o m p l i a n c e  w i th  the or ig i n al  p u r p o s e s  of the
n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  we re  e x a m i n e d  b e c a u s e  the state
a s s o c i a t i o n  h ad  to a p p l y  for m e m b e r s h i p  at the national
level. T h o s e  p u r p o s e s  w e r e  (1) e s t a b l i s h  a c ode  of
ethics, (2) ra is e e d u c at io n al  st an d a rd s ,  (3) p r o m o t e  a
p o s i t i v e  image of nu rses, (4) e n c o u r a g e  co l l eg ia l
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  and (5) p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c  f r o m  inferior 
30
n u r s i n g  care.
As a p r e d o m i n a t e l y  f e m al e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  the h i s to r y  
of n u r s i n g  is a h i s t o r y  of w o m e n  a t t e m p t i n g  to m ake
15
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ch ang e and p r og r e s s  in a m a l e  d o m i n a t e d  world. By 
o r g a n i z i n g  as a g r o u p  on the na t i on al  level, a t te m p t s  
wer e m a d e  to effect be tt er  educatio n, state
31
r eg i s tr a t io n ,  and improv e the image of nurses. In 
e x a m i n i n g  the e v o l ut i o n of NNA, it was im po rt ant  to 
c on si de r the role of w o m e n  in the c r e a t i o n  of this 
state o r g a n i za ti o n,  and try to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  or not 
N e v a d a  c ul t u r e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to the fact that N N A  was one 
of the last states to form an a s soc iat io n.
This s t ud y m a de  an original c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the 
ex is t i n g  b o d y  of n u r s i n g  k n o w l e d g e  by p r o v i d i n g  an 
o v e r v i e w  of the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a state n u r s i n g  
o r g a n i za ti o n.  W h e n  nu rs es  h av e  a b et t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of the p r o b l e m s  of the past, they will have a bette r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of current prob le ms , and w i t h  i nf or me d  
intellect preve nt  the same m i s t a k e s  fr o m r e c u r r i n g  
wh i c h  onl y hi nd e r s the p r o g r e s s  of s oc i e t y  and the 
prof ess ion.
Abbrevi at i ons Us ed
The original A r t i c l e s  of I n c o r p o r a t i o n  for N N A  
re fe r r e d  to the o r g a n i z a t i o n  as the N e v a d a  State 
Nurses' As s o c i a t i o n .  The n a m e  was o f f i c i a l l y  c h a n g e d  
to N e v a d a  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n  in 1971, w h e n  the 
articles we r e  renewed. N e w s p a p e r  art icles, m e e t i n g  
minutes, and other d a t a  f r e q u e n t l y  us e d  the titles 
i nt e rc han ge abl y, however, o n ly  N N A  was us e d  in this 
study for cl a r i t y  and co ns ist enc y.
The b o a r d  to re g ul a t e n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  was kn ow n
16
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as the B o a r d  of N u r s e  E x a m i n e r s  fr om  1923 until 19G3, 
w h e n  the na m e  was c h a n g e d  to the N e v a d a  St ate  Bo a r d of 
Nu rsi ng . For harmo ny , B O N E  will be u s e d  e xc lus iv el y.
A  c o m p l e t e  list of a b b r e v i a t i o n s  has b e e n  p ro v id ed.
A s s u m o t  i ons
The r e s e a r c h  was p r e m i s e d  u p o n  the f o l l o w i n g  a s s u m p t i o n s
1. N u r s i n g  exists to s e r v e  the ne e d s of society.
2. H i s t o r i c a l  ev ents and social issues in f lu e n ce  the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and p r of e s s i o n s .
3. H i s t o r i c a l  da t a mu s t be a n a l y z e d  a c c o r d i n g  to 
the conte xt  of the time f r am e  in w h i c h  the events 
transp ire d.
Limi t at i ons
This stu dy was li m i te d  to h i s t o r i c a l  in f o r m a t i o n  
re lev an t to the e v o l u t i o n  of one sta te  n u r s i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  the N e v a d a  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n .  The 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of d a t a  for a n a l y s i s  was d i r e c t l y  re la t ed  
to what h a d  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  in a r ch i v e s  and what was 
a c c e s s i b l e  to the re se ar che r.
B e c a u s e  the au thor has b e e n  an ac t i v e  m e m b e r  and 
o ff ic er  of the NNA, the p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t e d  for pers ona l  
bias. M a i n t a i n i n g  a w a r e n e s s  of this bia s and 
u t i l i z a t i o n  of d a t a  b a s e d  on v e r i f i e d  facts d e c r e a s e d  
the po t en t i al  for s u b j e c t i v e  judgments. A n a l y s i s  did 
not a d v o c a t e  or reject p o s i t i o n s  taken or d e c i s i o n s  
m a d e  by the ass oc ia ti o n.
17
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Chapter II
R e v i e w  of the L i t e r a t u r e
To f a c i l i t a t e  g r ea t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the
e v o l u t i o n  of the NNA, a l i t e ra t ur e  r e v i e w  was c o n d u c t e d
e x a m i n i n g  local, na t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  events and
issues. R e l e v a n t  m i l e s t o n e s  in A m e r i c a n  n u r s i n g  an d
the d e v e l o p m e n t  of h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  N e v a d a
w e r e  also  exp lored. Th e  time fr a m e c o n s i s t s  of
t er r i t o r i a l  days to the present, and d a t a  has bee n
o r g a n i z e d  topically.
Ear 1v s et t l e r s  in Ne v a d a
The first re si d e nt s  of N e v a d a  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
t w e n t y - s e v e n  tribes of Indians. S p a n i s h  p i o n e e r s
t r a v e l e d  t hr o u gh  the re gi on s e e k i n g  s h o r t c u t s  f r om  the
S o u t h w e s t  to n o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  m i s s i o n s .  Si g n i f i c a n t
e x p l o r a t i o n  of the t e r r i to ry  did not b e g i n  until the
I820's w h e n  fur tr a ppe rs en t e r e d  the a r e a  l oo k i ng  for 
1
p r e y .
B e t w e e n  1843 and 1853, m a n y  e x p l o r e r s  tr a ve led  
t h r o u g h  the Gr e at  B a s i n  c o n t i n u i n g  the s e a r c h  for an 
eas y route fr om  east to west. D u r i n g  this time, the 
n a t i o n  was i n vo l v e d  in the "m a ni f e st  d e s t i n y "  w h i c h  led 
to the a d d i t i o n  of land e n c o m p a s s e d  by  the current 
st ate s of Ca l i f o r n i a ,  Nevada, Utah, Ar iz o n a,  and New  
Me xi c o.  The  largest influx o c c u r e d  in 1846 w he n
21
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2
t r a v e l e r s  h e a d e d  t o w a r d  C a l i f o r n i a  in s e a r c h  of gold.
In 1850, the first t r a d i n g  pos t was e s t a b l i s h e d  in
the C a r s o n  V a l l e y  t ow n  of G e no a ,  s e r v i n g  as a w a y s t a t i o n
for C a l i f o r n i a  b o u n d  tra ve l er s .  Th e post c l o s e d  for the
w in t er ,  but was r e o p e n e d  the f o l l o w i n g  yea r w i t h  the
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the first p e r m a n e n t  b u i l d i n g  in the
3
p r e s e n t  St a t e of N e va d a .
D u r i n g  the 1850's, the m a j o r i t y  of s e t t l e r s  w e r e
M o r m o n s  wh o  t r a v e l e d  f r o m  Salt Lake  City. All but the
s o u t h e r n  tip of the t e r r i t o r y  was c o n t r o l l e d  by  Utah.
T he  m a i n  p u r p o s e  of this g r o u p  was to e s t a b l i s h  s u p p l y
s t a t i o n s  for thos e t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  U t a h  and 
4
C al i f o r n i a .
Initially, f u e l e d  by federal su pp or t, the M o r m o n
c h u r c h  sent large n u m b e r s  of m i s s i o n a r i e s  to the C a r s o n
V al le y.  By 1856, the a r e a  was e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,
and s o c i a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  in the M o r m o n  traditio n.
H o w e v e r ,  w i t h i n  a year the n o n - M o r m o n  el e m en t  h a d
w e a k e n e d  control, f o r c i n g  the w i t h d r a w a l  of M o r m o n s  
5
to Utah.
M i n i n g
In 1860, g o l d  an d s il ver  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  in the 
m o u n t a i n s  near G o l d  Hill a nd  V i r g i n i a  C i t y  (later k n o w n  
as the C o m s t o c k  Lo de). In s e a r c h  of w e alt h, h u n d r e d s  
of m i n e r s  e n t e r e d  the a r e a  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n c r e a s i n g  
the amount of d i s o r d e r  and l a w l e s s n e s s  in an area 
w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t .  Th e  m i n e r s  tr i e d  to e s t a b l i s h
22
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rules for social b e h a v i o r  and co des for s t a k i n g  cla im s
to m i n e r a l  rights, w h i c h  had  p r o v e n  e f f e c t i v e  in the
6
C a l i f o r n i a  g o l d  rus h period.
T h e  I860 ce ns u s  of the t e r r i t o r y  r e p o r t e d  6,875
r e s i de n ts . By A u g u s t  5, 1861, the p o p u l a t i o n  was
7
16,374, e x c l u d i n g  e m i g r a n t s  a n d  Indians.
T h e  d i s c o v e r y  of the C o m s t o c k  Lo de  lead to
t r e m e n d o u s  e c o n o m i c  g row th,  a n d  i n s p i r e d  m i n e r s  to
e x p l o r e  othe r p a r t s  of the s t at e  for m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s .
F r o m  18 60 -18 80,  N e v a d a  p r o d u c e d  $ 4 4 7 , 3 3 0 , 5 3 6  f ro m
m i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  L ac k  of s p e c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  and
the s u d d e n  d e p l e t i o n  in m i n e r a l  r e s e r ve s  t r a n s f e r e d  the
m i n e s  fr o m  i n d e p e n d e n t  c a p i t a l i s m  to a m o n o p o l y  alm ost  
8
o v e r n i g h t .
In 1870, the o p e n i n g  of the U.S. M i nt  in C a r s o n
C i t y  was im po r ta n t  for the m i n e r s ,  for they c o u l d  n o w
k e e p  the m i n e r a l s  w i t h i n  the s t at e  rather t han  send
th em to C a l i f o r n i a .  This, c o u p l e d  w i th  a n o t h e r  ore
9
st rike, s t i m u l a t e d  a n e w m i n i n g  boom.
W o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  in the m i ne s  w e r e  t r e a c h e r o u s .
T h e  m i n e r s  w o r k e d  in co n st an t  threat of in ju ry  or
death. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  300 m i n i n g  d e a th s  o c c u r e d  b e t w e e n
1863-1880 , and a ser i ou s  a c c i de nt  o c c u r r e d  alm os t
daily. Ini ti al ly,  m i n e r s  e a r n e d  fi f ty  cents a day, yet
10
liv in g  e x p e n s e s  w e r e  h i g h  and h o u s i n g  limited.
M i n in g ,  as a p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  of r e v e n u e  for N e v a da ,  
b e g a n  to d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  the 1880's. In 1900, a n o t h e r
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gr eat  m i n i n g  b o o m  b e g a n  w i t h  the d i s c o v e r y  of silver in
the s o u t h e r n  N e v a d a  tow n of Tonopah. This  b o o m  and
bus t p a t t e r n  was r e f l e c t i v e  of the m i n i n g  in d us t r y fr o m
11
p r e s t a t e h o o d  day s until the present.
T h r o u g h o u t  the t w e n t i e t h  century, m i ne r a l  d e po s i t s  
w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  in all pa rt s of the state. T he  m i n i n g  
and m i l l i n g  p r o c e s s e s  we r e  e n h a n c e d  w i t h  the sp r e ad  of 
w a t e r  a n d po w e r  syste ms.  A d v a n c e m e n t s  in m e t h o d s  of
12
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t a t e d  the g r o w t h  of the industry.
T he  p r i m a r y  m i n e r a l s  p r o d u c e d  in N e v a d a  ha v e  been
gold, silver, and copper. At times, m i n i n g  inte re st s
h a v e  d i c t a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  and l e g i sl a t iv e
issues of the state. T he  mi n e s  f l o u r i s h e d  du r i n g
w a r t i m e  p e r i o d s  f r o m  the Civil War to the present,
g e n e r a t i n g  income for the st at e w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g
13
m a t e r i a l s  for defense.
G o v e r n m e n t
Pr ior  to st ate h o od , N e v a d a  t e r r i t o r y  legal ly
b e l o n g e d  to the U t a h  Te r r i t o r y .  The M o r m o n  leader,
B r i g h a m  Young, was a p p o i n t e d  t e rr it o ri a l  g ov e r n o r  by
P r e s i d e n t  F i ll mo re . T h e  seat of the g o v e r n m e n t  was
e s t a b l i s h e d  in Salt Lak e City, and n e e d s  of the
14
o u t l y i n g  regio ns  we r e  v i r t u a l l y  ignored.
C a r s o n  V a l l e y  s et t l e r s  r e q u e s te d  he l p to e s t a b l i s h  
local go v e r n m e n t ,  p r i m a r i l y  to pr ot ec t land ow n e rs  from  
c ri m ina ls.  A f t e r  five years of u n a n s w e r e d  pleas, the 
r e s i d e n t s  p r e p a r e d  a co n st i t ut i o n,  w h i c h  s t i m u l a t e d
24
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15
U t a h  to send M o r m o n  c o l o n i z e r s  to the area.
W h e n  the M o r m o n s ,  under p r e s s u r e  f r o m  n o n - M o r m o n
residents, r e t r e a t e d  to U t a h  in 1857, the C a r s o n  V a l l e y
re si d en t s  w e r e  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t .  S ub s e q ue n t ly ,
a c o n s t i t u t i o n  was d e v e l o p e d  and a g o v e r n o r  e l e c t e d  to
he lp  for estall the ri s i n g  crimi na l un re st.  Howev er ,
w h e n  the g o l d  and si l ve r d e p o s i t s  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  in
the Com stock, r e s i d e n t s  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  in 
16
poli t i c s .
A l t h o u g h  U t a h  a t t e m p t e d  to r e c l a i m  the ci t iz ens
of C a r s o n  Co un ty , o n  M a r c h  2, 1861, P r e s i d e n t  B u c h a n a n
s ign ed  the bill w h i c h  fo r me d  the N e v a d a  T e r r i to r y . In
1861 James N y e  was a p p o i n t e d  by P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n  to
serve as the first te r r it o r ia l g o v e r n o r .  R e g u l a t i o n s  and
o r d i n a n c e s  w e r e  f o r m u l a t e d  and a c o n s t i t u t i o n  d e v e l o p e d
17
in a n t i c i p a t i o n  of st a t eh o o d.
S t a t e h o o d  for N e v a d a  was i m po rt an t to Pr e si d e nt
Li n c o l n  for two reasons. First, in an at t e mp t  to end
slavery, L i n c o l n  n e e d e d  one m o r e  R e p u b l i c a n  state
to vote in favor of the T h i r t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t .
Secondly, the m e t a l s  o b t a i n e d  fr om  the C o m s t o c k  Lode
were w o r t h  about $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0, 0 0 0,  w h i c h  w o u l d  p r o v i d e
financial b a c k i n g  to the U n i o n i s t s  f i g h t i n g  the Civil
War. As a result, on O c t o b e r  31, 1864, N e v a d a  b e ca me
18
the t h i r t y - s i x t h  st a te  in the Union.
The p o p u l a t i o n  of N e v a d a  g r e w  by leaps and bounds. 
In 1861, the t e r r i t o r y  h a d 16,374 re si d en t s . By 1870,
25
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there w e r e  42,491, and by 1880, the sta te  had a ce ns us
of 62,266. M i n i n g  an d  r a i l r o a d  i n te r e st s  w e r e  p o w e r f u l
forces in N e v a d a  p o l i t i c s  d u r i n g  this period. The
w e a l t h y  few p u r s u a d e d  the e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  to v o te
agains t m i n i n g  taxes. It was a time w h e n  p o l i t i c a l
c o r r u p t i o n  was p r o m i ne n t , and the n e e d s  of the m a j o r i t y  
19
ignored.
As the t w e n t i e t h  ce nt u ry  began, federal and  s ta t e
po li t i c s  in te r tw i n ed , m u c h  m o r e  than  in ea r li e r  days.
For example, the U.S. Senato r f r o m  Ne va d a,  F r a n c i s
Ne wl a nd s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  the N e w l a n d s  R e c l a m a t i o n  Act of
1902. This act was of di re ct  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  to
N e v a d a n s  by p u t t i n g  th ou s an ds  of acr es  into p r o d u c t i o n
and by a d d i n g  the towns of F e r n l e y  a n d F a l l o n  to the
state. N e w l a n d s  b e l i e v e d  that the federal g o v e r n m e n t
had an o b l i g a t i o n  to p r o v i d e  for the w e l f a r e  of all 
20
c i t i z e n s .
In 1908, N e v a d a  s en a t o r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d  by p o p u l a r
vote, four y e ar s  pr io r  to the r a t i f i c a t i o n  of the
S e v e n t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t  to the U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n .  As the
g o v e r n m e n t  pr o g r e s s e d ,  laws w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d
a f f i r m i n g  e i g h t - h o u r  day s in some o cc u p a t i o n s ,
p r o v i d i n g  w o r k m a n ' s  co m pe n s a t i o n ,  and e s t a b l i s h i n g
21
s afe ty  p r a c t i c e s  for the miners .
In the 1950's, the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  s e l e c t e d  
s o u t h e r n  N e v a d a  as a sit e for at o m i c  e n e r g y  tests. Th e  
ex pa n se  of de se rt  land p r o v i d e d  s c i e n t i s t s  w i t h  the
26
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o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e v e l o p  a t o m i c  science. A n  a r e a  o u ts i d e
of Las V e g a s  was u t i l i z e d  for a n u mb e r  of a b o v e  g r o u n d
tests, a n d  r e s u l t e d  in the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a small
town, M e r c u r y ,  bu ilt  to h o u s e  the s c i e n t i s t s  and
22
w o r k e r s  at the N e v a d a  test site.
W h e n  the U n i t e d  States, R u ssi a, and G r e a t  B r i t a i n
s i g n e d  the 1963 t r e a t y  s u s p e n d i n g  a t m o s p h e r i c  testing,
all e x p e r i m e n t s  we nt  u n d e r g r o u n d .  M u c h  of the 1960's
a n d  19 70 's c o n s i s t e d  of b u i l d i n g  tunnel s to a l l o w  for
23
c o n t i n u e d  testing.
D u r i n g  the 1 980 's  the test site e m p l o y e d  t ho u s an d s
of w o r k e r s ,  but p u b l i c  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  b e c a m e  c o m m o n  as
c o n s u m e r s  s t r o v e  to p r o m o t e  p e a c e  and p r e s e r v e  the
e n v i r o n m e n t .  W h e n  the feder al  g o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t e d  to
e s t a b l i s h  an u n d e r g r o u n d  n u c l e a r  w a s t e  d u m p  in the Yu c c a
M o u n t a i n s ,  100 m i l e s  n o r t h  of Las Vegas, pu b l i c
d i s s e n t i o n  was i nf l u e n t i a l  in f o r e s t a l l i n g  its
24
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  at least t e mp or a ri l y .
V i c e
T h e  two areas r e c e i v i n g  the mos t a t t e n t i o n  in 
terms of s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n  were  g a m b l i n g  and 
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h  b e c a m e  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  w h e n  the 
m i n e r s  d i s c o v e r e d  the C o m s t o c k  Lode  in 1860. T h e s e  two 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  in a d d i t i o n  to m i n i n g ,  e v e n t u a l l y  p l a y e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  roles in the p o l i t i c a l ,  econ om ic , and social 
life of the state. In it ia ll y , b o t h  w e r e  p e r c e i v e d  as 
s i m p l y  d i v e r s i o n s  in an o t h e r w i s e  b a r r e n  en v i ro n m en t .
27
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G a m b l i n g  and p r o s t i t u t i o n  we r e  c o n s is t e nt  w i t h  the 
r is k y  n a t u r e  that p l a y e d  a fa ctor in the e v o l u t i o n  of
the state. E a r l y  se tt l e r s  ri s k e d  their lives s e e k i n g
n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  M i n e r s  lived one da y  at a time
g o i n g  fr o m b o o m  to bust in s e a r c h  of w e a l t h  f r o m
b e n e a t h  the gr ou n d.  M o s t  of the m e n  we r e wi th o u t  
fami lie s,  t ho s e  that w e r e  m a r r i e d  o f t e n  left their
25
wi ve s  b e h i n d  until they c o u l d  a f f o r d  to send for them.
A  d e a r t h  of w o m e n  in the west d u r i n g  the
n i n e t e e n t h  century, the d e s i r e  for wealth, p l us  the
a b s e n c e  of a judicial s y s t e m  c o n t r i b u t e d  to the g r o w t h
of b o t h vices. In the ea r l y d ay s  of the C o m s t o c k  Lode,
26
m e n  o u t n u m b e r e d  w o m e n  240 0 to 147.
P r o s t i t u t i o n  in the U n i t e d  States was not c o n f i n e d
to the fr on t ie r  west, and a c t u a l l y  b e g a n  in e a s t e r n
cities. A l t h o u g h  e x i s t i n g  si nc e  the b e g i n n i n g  of
h u m a nk i nd , mos t A m e r i c a n s  c o n s i d e r e d  this an ur b a n
social p r o b l e m  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  crime, d r u g  use, and 
27
v i o l e n c e .
Ho wev er , p r o s t i t u t i o n  on the C o m s t o c k  fl ou r is h e d,
w i t h  m a n y  w o m e n  f ro m  d i v e r s e  cult ura l b a c k g r o u n d s
w o r k i n g  out of large house s,  p r i v a t e  rooms, saloo ns,  or
one r o o m  cabins kn o wn  as "cribs". F r o m  1860 to 1875,
the n u m b e r  of p r o s t i t u t e s  doubl ed . Fees for s e rv i c es
r a n g e d  f r o m  $10 to $20 per cu stomer. T h o s e  w o m e n  who
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The su cc es s of p r o s t i t u t i o n  in the west was b a s e d
on fa ct or s other than the a b s e n c e  of g o v e r n m e n t  and
w o m e n  c om p a nio ns.  The g e o g r a p h i c  i s o l a t i o n  an d  lack of
d i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  the a re a g a v e  m i n e r s  few o p t i o n s  for 
29
enter t a i n m e n t .
B ec a u s e  of ir re gular job o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for women,
lu crative b u s i n e s s e s  su ch  as p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  s e l l i n g
alcohol, and g a m b l i n g  wer e p e r m i t t e d  b e c a u s e  they
o f f e r e d  e co n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  to the society. A l t h o u g h
r e c o g n iz ed  as d e s t r u c t i v e  and d i s r e p u t a b l e ,  s u ch  vic e
s t a b i l i z e d  the c o m m u n i t y  b e c a u s e  the m i d d l e  and upper
class r es id en ts co uld  d e f i n e  i m m o r a l i t y  and c r i m i n a l i t y
and cl a r if y  their own i d e n t i ti e s  in terms of what they 
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d i d  not do.
P r o s t i t u t i o n  was always legal d u r i n g  the
n i n e t e e n t h  century. P e r i o d i c  at t em p t s  we re  m a d e  to
re gu la te the l oc at io n of br o th els , but no one tried to
e l i m in a te  this vice, r e c o g n i z i n g  the f u t i l i t y  of
31
e n f o rc i ng  mo r al it y.
W h i l e  g a m b l i n g  r e c e i v e d  the most a t t e n t i o n  from
co ns um ers  and le gi sl a to r s  alike, p r o s t i t u t i o n  was
b a s i c a l l y  i g nor ed for m a n y  years. The vice r e m a i n e d  a
close c o m p a n i o n  of the m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  but s u f f e r e d  a
m in o r se t b ac k w h e n  the E i g h t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t  was p a s s e d
in 1919, p r o h i b i t i n g  the sale of liquor. At that time,
32
the m a j o r i t y  of p r o s t i t u t e s  w o r k e d  out of salo on s.
W h e n  W o r l d  Wa r  II began, Cl ar k  C o u n t y  (Las Vegas) 
and W a s h o e  C o u n t y  (Reno), m a d e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  illegal.
29
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Thi s was b e c a u s e  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  h a d  be en
d e v e l o p e d  cl os e  to these two cities, and f a m i l i e s  of
so ld i er s  p r e s s u r e d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  to shut the
br ot he ls,  p r i m a r i l y  out of c o n c e r n  for the h e a l t h  and
m o r a l i t y  of the f i g h t i n g  men. Ho w e ve r ,  b r o t h e l s
33
c o n t i n u e d  to pr o f i t  in rural areas.
In 1971, p r o s t i t u t i o n  b e c a m e  l e g a l i z e d  in Nevada .
T h e  N e v a d a  St at e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e g u l a t e d  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,
not by state law, but rather by p a s s i n g  a local o p t i o n
law. Thi s p e r m i t t e d  co u nt i e s  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of
un de r  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  to license, tax, or p r o h i b i t  the
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of b r o t h e l s  w i t h i n  cities an d  towns.
Thi s limit ed p r o s t i t u t i o n  to rural areas, and s e v e r e l y
r e s t r i c t e d  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the women. E a c h  c o u n t y
has d i f f e r e n t  r e g u la t io ns ,  yet most  c o n t i n u e  to
s o c i a l l y  and g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  is ol at e the women. The
m a j o r i t y  are c l o s e l y  m o n i t o r e d  by p h y s i c i a n s  to control
the s p r e a d  of ve n e r e a l  disea se . T h i r t y - f o u r  b r o t h e l s
34
w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in sev en  N e v a d a  counties.
The first legal r e s t r i c t i o n  on g a m b l i n g  was in
1861, w h e n  the t er r i to r i al  g o v e r n o r  m a d e  r u n n i n g  a
g a m b l i n g  h o u s e  a felony, and p l a c i n g  a bet a
m i s d e m e a n o r .  He  o f f e r e d  $100 re wa rd s to d is t r i c t
at t o r n e y s  for ev e r y g a m b l i n g  c o n v i c t i o n  ac qu ir ed,  yet
it was rar e to f i n d  such c o n v i c t i o n s  as g a m b l i n g  h a d
b e c o m e  part of the l i fe s t yl e  and not on e  of the are as
35
the mi n e r s  w a n t e d  regulate d.
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W h e n  N e v a d a  b e c a m e  a state, g a m b l i n g  laws w e r e
r e p e a l e d  an d  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  m o r e  l e nie nt st a t ute s. The
fi rst  a t te m p t to l e g a l i z e  this v i c e  o c c u r e d  in 1864,
but G o v e r n o r  H. G. Bl a s d e l  v e t o e d  the bill. L i c e n s i n g
fee s w e r e  l e v i e d  a g a i n s t  g a m b l i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  w h i c h
36
g e n e r a t e d  a n i n c o m e  for the state.
T h r o u g h o u t  the years , g a m b l i n g  went t hr o u g h
p e r i o d s  of v a r i o u s  levels of r e g u l a t i o n .  W h e n  it was
d e e m e d  illegal, p e o p l e  r e c o g n i z e d  that the v i c e  d i d  not
c e a s e  but s i m p l y  w en t  u n d e r g r o u n d .  Not on ly  d i d  the
s t a t e  lose re v en u e , but ch ea t i ng ,  c r imi nal  in fl ue nc e s,
a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c i a l s  we re  
37
u n c o n t r o l l a b l e .
In 1931, g a m b l i n g  was l e g a l i z e d  w h i c h  on c e a g a i n
g e n e r a t e d  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  l i c e n s i n g  fees an d
g a v e  the g o v e r n m e n t  b e t t e r  co n t r o l  over the system.
T h i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o u r i s t s  to the st ate  and
s t i m u l a t e d  b u s i n e s s  as n e w  c a s i n o s  opened, p r i m a r i l y  in
d o w n t o w n  Reno. Th e  o n l y  g a m b l i n g  p r o h i b i t e d  was the
sa le  of lo t t e r y  tick et s, w h i c h  is f o r b i d d e n  by the
38
s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .
G a m b l i n g  was s l o w  to d e v e l o p  in Las Vegas, and 
o n c e  it did, it b e c a m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  u n d e r w o r l d  
figur es.  M o s t  n o t a b l y ,  in 1947 it was d i s c o v e r e d  
that B u g s y  S ieg el was  the ow n e r of the F l a m i n g o  Ho tel, 
and, until his m u r d e r ,  he  h a d  kept  his criminal ties 
h i d d e n  f r o m  l i c e n s i n g  o f f i c i a l s .  This, c o u p l e d  w i t h
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federa l g o v e r n m e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  d u r i n g  the 1950's and
1 9 6 0 's w h i c h  sought to b r e a k  ties b e w e e n  o r g a n i z e d
cr i m e  a nd  g a m b li n g,  led to s t r i c t e r  s t a t e  c o nt r o ls  over 
39
the industry.
W o m e n 's 1 ssues
T he  p e r s i s t e n c e  of p r o s t i t u t i o n  in N e v a d a  can be
e x p l a i n e d ,  in part, by an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the issues
w o m e n  f a ce d  in the n i n e t e e n t h  and t w e n t i e t h  centuri es .
As the n a t i o n  p r o g r e s s e d  in t e ch n o lo gy ,  and u r b a n i z a t i o n
in cre as ed , w o m e n  still h a d  li m i t e d  o c c u p a t i o n a l
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  In ge n er a l , m i d d l e  and upper class
women, e s p e c i a l l y  tho se  wh o  w e re  m a r r i e d ,  we re  not
e n c o u r a g e d  to work. O n l y  in times of c ri sis  we r e
m a r r i e d  w o m e n  a l l o w e d  to enter the fa c t or ie s , as long
40
as d o m e s t i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w e r e  not n e g l e c t e d .
U n e m p l o y e d  si n g l e  or w i d o w e d  w o m e n  or those 
w it h o u t  fa m i l y  p r o t e c t i o n  we r e v i e w e d  as likely 
c a n d i d a t e s  for p r o s t i t u t i o n .  U n l i k e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  
r e s i de n ts ,  w o r k i n g  cla ss  p e o p l e  d i d  not pass moral 
judgment on p r o s t i t u t e s ,  as long as they did not cause
41
e m b a r r a s s m e n t  to the f a m i l y  by b e c o m i n g  p u b l i c l y  known.
T h e  g e o g r a p h i c  i s o l a t i o n  of N e v a d a  m e a nt  w o m e n  had 
li m i t e d  ac c es s  to r e s p e c t a b l e  w o r k  s uc h  as servants, 
s e a m s t r e s s e s ,  or school teac he rs . N u r s i n g  was not 
c o n s i d e r e d  r e s p e c t a b l e  as m u c h  of the car e was g i v e n  by 
p r o s t i t u t e s .  D u r i n g  the y ea rs  of the C o m s t o c k  Lode, 
less th an  ten pe r c en t  of adult w o m e n  worked , p r i m a r i l y  
du e to the large n u m b e r  of men, m y t h s  about fe ma le
32
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fr agi li ty , h a r s h  m i n i n g  en vi r on m e nt s ,  and the d e s i r e  to
42
pr o t e c t  w o m e n  of c h i l d b e a r i n g  age.
As a result, p r o s t i t u t i o n  was o f t e n  the onl y
a l t e r n a t i v e  to p o v e r t y  for w o m e n  wi t h o u t  f ami ly
support. M a r r i a g e  was n e c e s s a r y  for the e c o n o m i c  and
social survival of women, but not men. As a result,
the co m m o n  bo n d  b e t w e e n  m a r r i e d  w o m e n  and p r o s t i t u t e s
43
was an e co no m ic  d e p e n d e n c e  on men.
W h i l e  the w o m e n ' s  su f f r a g e  m o v e m e n t  was taking
p l a c e  on a nati on al level, N e v a d a  p l a y e d  a li m i t ed  role
in p r o m o t i n g  equal rights. In 1914, N e v a d a  and M o n t a n a
were  two of the last w e s t e r n  states to gi v e w o m e n  the
right to vote in st at e  ele ct io ns.  A l t h o u g h  a t te m p ts  ha d
b e e n  m a d e  to deal w i t h  s u f f r a g e  as e a r l y  as 1869, little
had be e n ac c om p l is he d . S t a t e w i d e  ef f o rt s  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n
1895 and 1897, but for u n k n o w n  reasons, the m o v e m e n t  h a l t e d
fro m 1897 until 1912. At that time, A n n e  M a r t i n  took
over as pr e si d e nt  of the Equal F r a n c h i s e  Society, and
be g a n  the c a mp a i g n  for equal s u f f r a g e  in eac h co u n ty  in
Nevad a. W h e n  G o v e r n o r  T a s k e r  O d d i e  p u b l i c l y  s u p p o r t e d
44
the right to vote, l e g i s l a t i o n  soon followed.
The q u e s t i o n  of wh y  it took so long to o b ta i n  
equal rights for N e v a d a  w o m e n  m a y  be re l a t e d  to gener al  
bel ie f s and values  h e l d  at the time of the mo ve m e nt .
Men, in pa r t ic ul ar , b e l i e v e d  that lack of in t e l l i g e n c e  
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  lack of p hy si ca l strength, e x c l u d e d  w o m e n  
from  p ol i ti cal  a c t i v i t i e s  and e mpl oym en t.  W o m e n  wer e  
m o r a l l y  supe ri or to men, but n e e d e d  m e n  for p r o t e c t i o n
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an d e c o n o m i c  support. As a result, p e o p l e  b e l i e v e d
that r e s p e c t a b l e  w o m e n  w o u l d  be d e g r a d e d  by suffrage,
and as long as a w o m a n  co ul d m o r a l l y  contro l her
hu sb a n d ,  that was all the p ol i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  she s h o u l d  
45
h a v e .
L e g a l i z e d  g a m b l i n g  o f f e r e d  a n e w  c are er  for N e v a d a
wo men, as in the late 1930's H a r o l d s  C l u b  in R e n o  h i r e d
its first w o m e n  dealers. This set a pr e c e d e n t ,  as
g a m b l i n g  was c o n s i d e r e d  to be e x l u s i v e l y  m a l e  in
na tur e.  O l d e r  m e n  w e r e  a ga ins t the w o m e n  d ea l e rs  who,
ironica lly , s e r v e d  as a d r a w i n g  c ar d  for the curious.
The w o m e n  w e r e  well tr a in e d  and i n i t i a l l y  i n cr e a se d  
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profi ts .
M a n y  b e l i e v e d  that the p r e s e n c e  of w o m e n  d e a l e r s
e n c o u r a g e d  w o m e n  c u s t o m e r s  to enter the casinos. It
was also s u g g e s t e d  that w o m e n  w o u l d  be fa ir er  and m o r e
h o n e s t  than  men, w h i c h  was a t t r a c t i v e  to g am b l er s .  Th e
w o m e n  we re  h a p p y  to have  a job that p a i d  d e ce nt  wages,
47
and was an a l t e r n a t i v e  to p r o s t i t u t i o n .
E co n om i  cs
W h i l e  m i n i n g  wa s  the initial s ou r c e of ec o no m i c
g r o w t h  in Nevada, a g r i c u l t u r e  al so g r e w  as a re s o ur ce
w h e n  m i n e r s  im p o r t e d  c at tle  and sh e ep  for the C o m s t o c k
Lode. F ar m e r s  and ra nc h er s  w o r k e d  to mee t the food
d e m a n d s  of a r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  po p u l a t i o n .  W h i l e  the
m o u n t a i n s  w e r e  p r o d u c i n g  silver and gold, the va l le y s
w e r e  p r o v i d i n g  the crops and g r a z i n g  lands to kee p the 
48
p e o p l e  working.
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Th e ups and d o w n s  of m i n i n g  p r e d i c t a b l y  led to
h i g h s  and lows in the e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  of N ev ad a . W h e n
the m i n e s  d r i e d  up, other i n d u s t r i e s  s o o n  fo l l owe d.
L a c k  of w a t e r  l i m i t e d  the am ou nt of a g r i c u l t u r e
that d e v e l o p e d  w i t h i n  the state. As a result, this was
49
n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  a ma j o r  s o u r c e  of revenue.
N o t a b l e  p r o j e c t s  that i n f l u e n c e d  the e c o n o m y  in
the t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w e r e  the b u i l d i n g  of B o u l d e r  D a m
in the Las V e g a s  area, and the c o m m i s s i o n i n g  of the
Na va l  A m m u n i t i o n  D e p o t  in H a w t h o r n e .  B o t h  p r o j e c t s
p r o v i d e d  m o n e y  to the s ta te  and e m p l o y m e n t  for
re si de nts . T h e d e p o t  m a d e  e f f i c i e n t  use  of a vast
d es e r t  wa s t e l a n d ,  a nd  the d a m  e v e n t u a l l y  h e l p e d  p r o v i d e
50
w at e r r e s o u r c e s  to the s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of Nevada .
W o r l d  W a r  II t r a n s f o r m e d  the P a c i f i c  Coast into a
m a j o r  m i l i t a r y  s t a g i n g  area, w h i c h  h a d  an impact on
N e v a d a  econ omy . M i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  e m p l o y e e s
t r a v e l e d  to N e v a d a  on passe s, to t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of
g am b li n g , al co h o l,  an d  b r o t h el s .  R e n o  a nd  Las Ve g a s
p r o v i d e d  a v a r i e t y  of d i v e r s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and even
t ho u gh  the r e d - l i g h t  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  le ga l l y c l os e d
d u r i n g  the war, they  we r e still a v a i l a b l e .  N e v a d a
h i s t o r y  had sh o w n  that laws p r o h i b i t i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r
51
v i c e  di d  not m e a n  it no lo ng er ex is te d.
N e v a d a  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g r o w t h  in 
p o p u l a t i o n  as the s e c o n d  ha l f  of the t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
be gan. A p r o x i m a t e l y  1 60 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  r e s i d e d  in the 
s t a t e  in 1950, and by 1980 there w e r e  m o r e  than 8 0 0 , 0 0 0
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52
r e s i d e n t s .
T he  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  for the p o p u l a t i o n  in cr e a se  was
the s u d d e n  e x p a n s i o n  of g a m b l i n g  c a s i n o s  and r e l a t e d
g r o w t h  in tourism. S o m e t h i n g  that h a d  o nc e  s e r v e d  as
s i m p l e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  for m e n  w i t h  time on their ha nd s
b e c a m e  a m a j o r  factor in the e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  of
the state. G a m b l i n g  a c c o u n t e d  for m o r e  than o n e - t h i r d  of
the st a te ' s  total em pl o y me nt .  O n e - h a l f  of the st a t e' s
bu d g e t  came  f r o m  g a m b l i n g  taxes and fees. As p e o p l e
e n t e r e d  the s ta t e  to g am bl e,  state r e v e n u e  was also
g e n e r a t e d  fr o m taxes on  gas ol ine , a lc oh o l,  cig ar e tt e s ,
and ro o m rentals. R e v e n u e  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  g a m b l i n g
p r o v i d e d  ad d i t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  to r e s i d e n t s  of
N ev ad a.  B e c a u s e  of g a m b li ng ,  there has not b e e n  a n e e d
for s ta t e  income tax or i n h e r it a n ce  taxes, and real es tate
53
an d p e rs o n a l  taxes h a v e  re m a i n e d  low.
L i m i t e d  wa te r s u p p l y  r e s t r i ct s  the am ou nt of
c o m m e r c i a l  and in dus t r ia l d e v e l o p m e n t  that can occur
w i t h i n  N e v a d a .  A b s e n c e  of an a d e q u a t e  fuel su p p l y  and
the d i s t a n c e  from so ur c e s of raw m a t e r i a l s  for
p r o d u c t i o n  are also fa c t o r s  c o n f i n i n g  the types of
54
b u s i n e s s  exp ans io n.
L ab o r relat ions
The first attem pt  at u n i o n i z a t i o n  in N e v a d a  was 
in 1863, w h e n  m i n e r s  sou gh t $4 a da y  wages. A l t h o u g h  
initial e n t h u s i a s m  p r o m p t e d  the c r e a t i o n  of the M i n e r ' s  
L e a g u e  of S t o r e y  Coun ty,  em p l o y e r s  g r a d u a l l y  d r o p p e d
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their m e m b e r s h i p  and s e t t l e d  for $3.50 d a i l y  w a g e s  in
1865. T h e  t e m p o r a r y  s e t b a c k  was so o n of fset by new
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  f or ced  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of $4 per
d ay  for u n d e r g r o u n d  w o rk e r s  and r e s t r i c t i o n  again st the
u se  of n o n - u n i o n  mi n er s .  Th i s  was e f f e c t i v e  f r o m  1867
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until the d e c l i n e  of the C o m s t o c k  in the 1880's.
The a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  of the V i r g i n i a  C it y  and Gol d
Hill m i n e r s  un i o n s  in c o n t r o l l i n g  the camps and k e e p i n g
wa ge s  r e a s o n a b l e  w e re  q u i t e  s ig n i fi c a nt ,  i n as mu c h as
labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e  just b e c o m i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  on a
n at io na l level. T h e  C o m s t o c k  o p e r a t i o n s  we r e c o n s i d e r e d
the mod el  of w e s t e r n  m i n i n g  w i t h  effi ci en t equipment,
the largest m i n e r a l  sup plies, a n d well paid, s k il l e d
mi ner s.  The g r o u p  als o p r o v i d e d  care for ill or
injure d mi ne rs,  and h e l p e d  fa m il i e s  of those m e n  who
56
d i e d  in m i n i n g  acciden ts .
At the start of the t w e n t i e t h  century, the U n i t e d
St ate s was e x p e r i e n c i n g  industr ia l p r o d u c t i v i t y  and
expansi on.  T h e s e  ch a ng e s  f o s t e r e d  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of
b u s i n e s s  m o n o p o l i e s  and the g r o w t h  of o r g a n i z e d  labor.
In Nevada , m o n o p o l i e s  w e r e  evide nt in m i n i n g  companie s,
a nd  o r g a n i z e d  labor took the f o r m  of the Industrial
W o r k e r s  of the W o r l d  (IWW), w h i c h  be c am e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 
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1905.
W h e n  u n i o n  labor first a p p e a r e d  in G o l d f i e l d  in 
1904, an ex ce l l e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m a n a g e m e n t  and 
w o r k e r s  p r e v a i l e d  until the end of 1906. By that time, 
the IWW was b e c o m i n g  m o r e  inf luential, and the large
37
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n u m b e r  of m i n e r s  c o m i n g  in f r om  C o l o r a d o  i n i t i a t e d  a
m a j o r  d i s p u t e  that e v e n t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  u n i o n  labor
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f r o m  G o l d f i e l d  by 1908.
In 1907, a seri es  of labor d i s p u t e s  led the m i n e
o p e r a t o r s  to ask  G o v e r n o r  J oh n  S p ar k s to co nt ac t  P r e s i d e n t
R o o s e v e l t  for federal tro o p s to p r o t e ct  the p e o p l e  f r o m
v i o l e n c e  at the ha nds  of the laborers. T h e  re qu es t  was
m a d e  on N o v e m b e r  27, and the troo ps  a r r i v e d  on D e c e m b e r
6. By D e c e m b e r  9, the o p e r a t o r s  low e re d  w a g e s  and
b e g a n  r e c r u i t i n g  n o n - u n i o n  w o r k er s ,  and r e o p e n e d  the
m i n e s  in Janua ry,  1908. A l t h o u g h  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t
a g r e e d  to p r o v i d e  federal a s s i s ta nc e , he n o t i f i e d
G o v e r n o r  Spa rks  that N e v a d a  ha d to d e v e l o p  its o w n
st ate p o l i c e  force, w h i c h  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  on J a n u a r y
14. By M a r c h  7, federal troops w e r e  w i t h dr a wn ,
r e p l a c e d  by st ate po li ce,  and in Ap ril the u n i o n
59
w o r k e r s  r e t u r n e d  to their jobs.
Si mi l a r d i s p u t e s  o c c u r r e d  at v a r i o u s  mi ne s
th ro u g ho u t  the sta te  d u r i n g  the first half of the
t w e n t i e t h  century. In 1919, labor u n io n s  s u f f e r e d  from
a seri es  of u n s u c c e s s f u l  strikes, but the N ew  Deal
p o l i c i e s  of the 1930's h e l p e d  o r g a n i z e  labor m a k e  a
s t r o n g  re t u r n  in Ne v ad a .  In 1952. a r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law
was p a s s e d  and rem a in s  e ff ec ti ve,  d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d
60
a t t e m p t s  by labor to e l i m i n a t e  the law.
H e a l t h  and Pi seas e in N e v a d a
D u r i n g  ter ri t or i a l days, h e a l t h  care was not a 
p r i o r i t y  for N e v a d a n s  wh o  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  y o u n g  and
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he al t h y.  N e v a d a  was s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d ,  and m o s t  of
the m e n  w e r e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in m i n i n g  tha n m e d i ci n e .
Th e mo s t  c o m m o n  a t t i t u d e s  about il l ne s s  w e r e  b a s e d  on
s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  f a t a l i s m  (what will be, will be), and the
b e l i e f  that s i c k n e s s  and d i s e a s e  are p u n i s h m e n t s  from
61
G o d  for w r o n g  b eh av io r.
O u t b r e a k s  of s m a l l p o x  w e r e  c o m m o n  and r e s u l t e d  in
ea r l y  h e a l t h  l e g i s l a t i o n  in the f o r m  of a st a t u t e
m a n d a t i n g  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s m a l l p o x  vacc ine . C o u n t y
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for ca r e of the po o r  and
sick, and a g r a d u a t e  in m e d i c i n e  was a p p o i n t e d  by the
t e r r i t o ri a l  g o v e r n o r  to o b t a i n  an d  d i s s e m i n a t e  va c cin e.
O n  oc c as io n , a sc a b  w o u l d  be ta ke n to a n e i g h b o r h o o d
w h e r e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  v a c c i n a t e  m e m b e r s  of their family.
N o  o n e c o n s i d e r e d  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of c o m p l i c a t e d  
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infect i o n s .
The v i o l e n c e  of the f ro n t i e r  took  m a n y  lives.
T h o s e  w ho  w e r e  h a n d i c a p p e d ,  blind, or m e n t a l l y  ill we r e
c a r e d  for by f a m i l y  and n e i g h b o r s  due to the
63
u n a v a i 1a b i 1 ty of in s ti t u ti on s .
F o l l o w i n g  st a t eh o o d ,  N e v a d a n s  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  ec on om i c s,  and h o s p i t a l s  w e r e  v i e w e d  as 
luxuries. C i r c a  1875, w h e n  the n u m b e r  of e l d e r l y  and 
i n f i r m e d  i n c r e a s e d  an d  f a m i l i e s  c o u l d  no longer p r o v i d e  
a d e q u a t e  care, each  c o u n t y  d e v e l o p e d  a "poor farm", a 
c o m b i n a t i o n  h om e  an d ho s pi tal . A m a n  and his w i f e  was 
h i r e d  to run the f a r m  on a s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  basis. The 
farms b e c a m e  k n o w n  as " c o u n t y  h o s p i t a l s " ,  and w e r e
39
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v i e w e d  w i t h  t r e p i d a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  who  e n t e r e d  the
64
f a c i l i t i e s  n e ve r  ca me  out.
T h e r e  has b e e n  l i m i t e d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of m e d i c a l
p r a c t i c e  in e a r l y  N e v a d a .  A  b r ie f  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  and
h i s t o r y  of m e d i c i n e  in N e v a d a  f r o m  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 4 4  was
w r i t t e n  b y  M. R o l l i n  W a l k e r ,  M.D. in 1944. T h e  first
p u b l i s h e d  oral h i s t o r y  of a p h y s i c i a n  (Noah S m e r no f f )
w h o  p r a c t i c e d  in N e v a d a  f ro m  19 2 9 - 1 9 7 8  was p r i n t e d  in 
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late 1990.
B e c a u s e  n u r s i n g  was not i d e n t i f i e d  as an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  o c c u p a t i o n  for r e s p e c t a b l e  women, f a mi l y  
m e m b e r s  c a r e d  for ea c h  other  w h i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  c a r e d  for s i c k  or inj u re d  mi ner s.
H o w e v e r ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  w e r e  o f t e n  v i c t i m s  of ve n er e a l  
d i s e a s e ,  sui c i de , and  i n f e c t i o n  or d e a t h  f r o m  a r c h a i c  
m e t h o d s  of b i r t h  con trol and ab o rt i o n.  M a n y  
p r o s t i t u t e s  c o n s u m e d  d r u g s  su ch  as m o r p h i n e  an d o p i u m  in 
o r d er  to c o n t i n u e  w i t h  their work. T h e y  d r a n k  alcohol 
w i t h  thei r pa tr o n s,  and  we r e  k n o w n  to commit
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i n f a n t i c i d e  if u n a b l e  to p r o v i d e  for a child.
T h e r e  is no r e c o rd  of any ho s p it a l  f a c i l i t y  w i t h i n  
the s ta te p r ior  to the t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  the 
e x c e p t i o n  of St. M a r y ' s  h o s pi t al  in V i r g i n i a  City. This 
was built by the S i s t e r s  of C h a r i t y  in 1875, s u p p o r t e d  
by fees f r o m  the m i n er s . O n l y  e m e r g e n c y  s u r g e r y  was 
a t t e m p t e d  if the local ju st i c e of the p e a c e  c o ul d  
lo cat e a p h y s i c i a n .  A n y o n e  r e q u i r i n g  m a j o r  s u r g e r y  had 
to endure, and  h o p e f u l l y  surviv e, a trip to S a n
40
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Fr an c is c o . P h y s i c i a n s  re l i e d  on c r e a t i v i t y  to ha nd le
p r o b l e m s  and o f t e n  h e l d  the a t ti t u d e  that fate  w ou l d
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d e t e r m i n e  the outcome.
O n c e  N e v a d a  a c h i e v e d  stateho od , m a n y  le gi s la t i ve
issues ar o se  to impro ve the care of the sick. In 1875,
H e n r y  B e r g e s t e i n ,  M.D .,  of P i o c h e  was e l e c t e d  to the Nev
l eg is la tur e.  O n e  of his first acts was to in t r odu ce  a
bill to r e g u l a t e  the p r a c t i c e  of m e d i c i n e  w i t h i n  the
state. His r a t i o n a l e  was to e l i m i n a t e  the g r o w i n g
n u m b e r  of i n c o m pe t e nt  p h y s i c i a n s  or " qu ack s"  who
p r o f e s s e d  to p r a c t i c e  m e di c i ne . The n e w  s t a t u t e
i n d i c a t e d  that in or der  to p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in Nevad a,
the ind iv idu al mu s t p re sen t an a u t h e n t i c  c e r t i f i c a t e
f ro m  a r e c o g n i z e d  c o l l e g e  of m e d i c i n e  in the U n i t e d
States, and that the d i p l o m a  be r e c o r d e d  in the co un t y
in w h i c h  he pr a c t i c e d .  The state r e c e i v e d  $25 for a
licen se to pr a c tic e, an d local law e n f o r c e m e n t
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o f f i c i a l s  w e re  to imp lem en t the statute.
D u r i n g  1875, a m e e t i n g  was held  in V i r g i n i a  City
(at that time the largest city in Ne v ad a ) , in an
attempt  to o r g a n i z e  a st at e m e dic al society. A few
d oc t o rs  a t t e n d e d  the m e et i n g ,  however, the lack of g o o d
roads, large d i s t a n c e s  r e q u i r e d  to travel, an d  d iv e r se
p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  the state, p r e v e n t e d  the o r g a n i z a t i o n
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fro m b e c o m i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  at this time.
O t h e r  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  to im pr ove  the general 
welfare. In 1877, a r e g u l a t i o n  was p a s s e d  r e ga r d i n g  
m i s t r e a t m e n t  of women. A m a n  c o n v i c t e d  of wi f e  b e a t i n g
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was tied to a post in the p l a z a  of the c o u r t h o u s e  and
wor e a s ign  sa y i n g  "wife  be a te r " . Laws we r e  also
p a s s e d  p r o h i b i t i n g  s e l l i n g  of d i l u t e d  mi lk. C a r e  for
the insane was a d d r e s s e d  in 1881 w h e n  the l e g i s l a t u r e
a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds to b u i l d  a h o s p i t a l  near R e n o  to
care for n e r v o u s  and m e nt a l  cases. P e o p l e  c o n s i d e r e d
i n s an i t y a result of the s t r e s s e s  of f r o n ti e r  life.
P r o b a b l y  one of the m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  laws d u r i n g  this
time was that r e q u i r i n g  the r e c o r d i n g  of b i r t h s  and
deaths, w h i c h  b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  in 1887. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
m a n y  p h y s i c i a n s  ign o r ed  the law, and  un le s s  f am i l i e s
kept a w r i t t e n  record, it was i m p o s s i b l e  to m a i n t a i n
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an a c c u r a t e  census.
In 1889, a c o un t y b o a r d  of h e a l t h  was e s t a b l i s h e d
to i n cre ase  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  of h y g i e n e  and s a n i t a t io n .
In 1893, the state B o a r d  of H e a l t h  (BOH) was created,
c o m p o s e d  of p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  a p p o i n t e d  by the
go ve r no r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  did  not
a p p r o p r i a t e  funds to c ar ry  out pl an s d e v i s e d  by the
b o a r d  to improve p u b l i c  he alth. As a result, the
71li ve s to c k  r e c e i v e d  b e tt e r  care than humans.
In 1899, p h y s i c i a n s  and i nf l u en ti a l c i t iz e n s a g a i n  
a t t e m p t e d  to re gu l at e  the p r a c t i c e  of m e d i c i n e  and 
a s k e d the stat e to e s t a b l i s h  a s t at e B o a r d  of M e d ic a l  
E x a m i n e r s  (BOME) to r e v i e w  eac h a p p l i c a n t  for a lic en se  
to p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in Nev a da .  T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t e d  of 
five p h y s i c i a n s  who h a d be en p r a c t i c i n g  in the s t at e  
for at least five years. This, c o u p l e d  w i t h  p e n a l i t i e s
42
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for illegal pr a c tic e, h e l p e d  to im p ro ve  and c o n s o l i d a t e
72
contro l of h e a l t h  care in the fr o n ti er  c om m un ity .
In the ea rl y  1900's, m i n i n g  c o m p a n i e s  c o n t i n u e d  to
p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l  care for w o r k e r s  and their families.
E m e r g e n c y  h o s p i t a l s  w i t h  do ct o r s  on call w e r e  built in
M c G i l l  and Ruth, and a larger h os pi ta l was e s t a b l i s h e d
in East Ely. A f o r e r u n n e r  of em p l oy e r  p r o v i d e d  h ea l t h
a n d  m e d i c a l  in s ur a n c e  was also e s t a b l i s h e d .  By p a y i n g  a
m o n t h l y  fee, e m p l o y e e s  w er e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  an d  s u r g e r y  as ne c e s s a r y .  F a m i l y
m e m b e r s  w e r e  not in c l u d e d  in the plan, h o w e v e r  most
p h y s i c i a n s  t r ea t e d them wi t ho ut  charge. T h e  only
s u r g e r i e s  w h i c h  w e r e  sent to Salt Lake C i t y  w e r e  those
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i n v o l v i n g  the eyes or the brain.
N e v a d a  e x p e r i e n c e d  the i nf lu e n z a  e p i d e m i c  that
m o v e d  ac ros s the U n i t e d  States  d u r i n g  1918. State
o f f i c i a l s  tried to limit the d i s e a s e  by c l o s i n g  most
p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and c a n c e l l i n g  m e e t i n g s .  Some
c ou n t i e s  r e q u i r e d  p e o p l e  to wea r g a u z e  face m a s k s  in 
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publi c .
The first m e d i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  bill to pass in the
N e v a d a  le g i s l a t u r e  in the t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  p r o v i d e d
for a small h os pi ta l on the U N R  campus, in order to
p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  care for the st udents. The five rooms
w e r e  run by a "pr ac ti cal  nurse, a g o o d  m o t h e r l y  woman",
a nd  a local p h y s i c i a n  was e m p l o y e d  to p r o v i d e  me di ca l  
75
car e .
R e n o  was b e c o m i n g  an a c t i v e  city, w i t h  the advent
43
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of r a i l r o a d s  a nd  a g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  B e t w e e n  1900-
1905, c o u n t y  a n d  c i t y  b o a r d s  of h e a l t h  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d
a nd  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  to e n s u r e  p u r e  m i l k  and h e a l t h y
m e a t  via  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s p ec t i on . H o w e v e r ,  i n a d e q u a t e
s a n i t a t i o n  m e t h o d s  p r o m p t e d  a n u m b e r  of t y p h o i d  and
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p n e u m o n i a  o u t b r e a k s .
P h y s i c i a n s  e x p r e s s e d  an i nt ere st  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a
g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l  in Reno . F a m i l i e s  w a n t e d  to be c l o se
to ill or i n j u r e d  m e m b e r s ,  d o c t o r s  w a n t e d  to do b e t t e r
work, a n d b u s i n e s s m e n  w a n t e d  to k e e p  the m o n e y  w i t h i n
the local area. In 1905, the u p p e r  floor of a b u i l d i n g
o n  V i r g i n i a  and F o u r t h  s t r e e t s  in R e n o  was l e as e d  and
t u r n e d  into a h o s p i t a l .  N e i g h b o r s  o b j e c t e d  to the
c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  of the h o s p i t a l  to an o ld  school, and
in 1907 a bill w a s  p a s s e d  p r o h i b i t i n g  the b u i l d i n g  of a
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h o s p i t a l  w i t h i n  5 00  feet of a scho ol  bu il d i n g.
T he  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  o r d er  of the S i s te r s  of St. 
D o m i n i c  ( l o c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to as the D o m i n i c a n  Si st e r s) ,  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a c o n v e n t  in R e n o  in 1877, and  in 1908 they 
r e m o d e l e d  a p a r o c h i a l  sch ool  into a small h o s p it a l  w i t h  
an o p e r a t i n g  room. Sisters' H o s p i t a l ,  lo ca t e d o n  the 
cor ne r  of W a l n u t  a n d  C h e s t n u t  Street s,  was s oo n
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o v e r c r o w d e d  and r o o m s  w e r e  a d d e d  on a re gu l a r basis.
By 1912, Si st e rs '  H o s p i t a l  b e c a m e  Saint M a r y ' s  
H o s p i t a l  (SMH), a n d  c o n s i s t e d  of th re e floors. T h e  
first nu rses' t r a i n i n g  school in the s t a t e was op en e d ,  
and after two y e a r s  the g r a d u a t e s  r e c e i v e d  a di p l om a.  
B e t w e e n  1 9 1 2 -1 9 2 2,  t h i r t y  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  the
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p r o g r a m  run by  the sisters.
The h o s p i t a l  g r e w  to f i f t y  be d s  by 1920, at w h i c h  
time the n u r s i n g  school and  li vi ng  q u a r t e r s  w er e  
e li m in a t ed . T h e  d e c i s i o n  to cl o se  the school was 
p r o m p t e d  by the f a i lu r e  of the N e v a d a  l e g i s l a t u r e  to 
p ass  a n u r s e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  act, and w i t h o u t  the law, 
n u r s e s  c o u l d  not o b t a i n  r e c i p r o c a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i t h  
ot her  states. E s s e n t i a l l y ,  N e v a d a  p r e p a r a t i o n  w o u l d  be 
w o r t h l e s s .  In addtio n,  the n a t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e s  to 
u p g r a d e  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  m a d e  i n c r e a s i n g  d e m a n d s  on 
the staff, so the n u r s i n g  scho ol was  s a c r i f i c e d  for 
b e t t e r  p a t ie n t  care. In J u n e  of 1930, a b r a n d  ne w  
Saint M a r y ' s  H o s p i t a l  o p e n e d  its d o o r s in Reno.
E q u i p p e d  w i t h  th re e o p e r a t i n g  rooms, a l ab ora tor y,  and 
f i f t y - t w o  beds, it was r e c o g n i z e d  as a s t a n d a r d
80
h o s pi t a l a c c o r d i n g  to the A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  of Surgeons.
As the c e n t u r y  p r o g r e s s e d ,  so d i d  h e a l t h  care 
w i t h i n  Nev ada . P e o p l e  r e c o g n i z e d  the s o u rc e  of illness 
and the n e e d  for p r op e r  s a n i t a ti o n . Fo od  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  sub je ct  to str i c t r e g u l a t i o n  to 
p r e v e n t  the s p r e a d  of di se ase . In 1939, s t a t e and 
federal g o v e r n m e n t s  c o m b i n e d  to o f f e r aid and e d u c a t i o n  
to p r e g n a n t  wome n.  C o u n t i e s  w e r e  m a n d a t e d  to p r o v i d e  
i n s t r u c t i o n  and care to e x p e c t a n t  m o t h e r s .  T he  state  
BOH r e q u i r e d  a p h y s i c i a n  as the f u l l - t i m e  h e a l t h  
office r, as u n t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  h ad  p r o v e n  i n e f f e c t i v e  
and i n ef f i ci e n t.  The sa l ar y for the p o s i t i o n  was
45
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p o s t e d  at $4250 plus  expenses.
Lack of n u r s e s  w i t h i n  the st at e c o n t i n u e d  to be a 
problem. D u r i n g  w ar tim e,  p h y s i c i a n s  v o l u n t e e r e d  for 
m i l i t a r y  service, w h i c h  left the s t at e  w i t h  li mi te d  
reserves. A c c o r d i n g  to a report f i l e d  by the A m e r i c a n  
M edi ca l A s s o c i a t i o n  (AMA), on M a r c h  27, 1943, there
82
were  169 g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  and 175 p h y s i c i a n s  in Ne va da.  
Su mma ry
F r o m  ter ri t or ia l  times to the present, N e v a d a  went 
t hr ou gh  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g r o w t h  t h r o u g h  trials and 
tr ibulations. The d i s c o v e r y  of m i n e r a l s  in the 
m o u n t a i n s  led to p e r i o d s  of e c o n o m i c  i n s t a b i l i t y  and 
uncert ain ty .
Mining , in a d d i t i o n  to g am b l in g ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  and 
alcohol c on sum pt io n, b e c a m e  im p or ta n t c o m p o n e n t s  of the 
state's economy. G e n e r a l l y  p e r c e i v e d  by s o c i e t y  as 
immoral behavi or s, these vices were  always  part of 
N e v a d a  li f e st y l e and  a t t r a c t e d  m u c h  tourism. A l t h o u g h  
these issues went th r o u g h  va r i o u s  forms of le g a l i t y  and 
regulation, the m a j o r i t y  vo ic e of the re s i de n t s  
e v e n t u al ly  c o n s o l i d a t e d  the p l a c e  of these vices in 
Ne va d a ' s  social and e co no mi c life.
A l t h o u g h  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  i so l a t e d  from  m a n y  
national and int er na ti o na l  events, N e v a d a  was 
inf lue nc ed  in m a n y  areas. The Civil War, and ev ery  
subseque nt war that A m e r i c a  was i nv ol ve d with, 
s t i m u l a t e d  the N e v a d a  e c o n o m y  b e c a u s e  of the m i n e r a l s
46
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a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  the state. Fe de ra l a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s  
we re  ful ly  u t i l i z e d  to p r o v i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  to re si de nt s .
In early years, he a l t h  care  for N e v a d a n s  was 
limited, but as p r o g r e s s  o c c u r r e d  a c ro s s  the country, 
it d e v e l o p e d  w i t h i n  the state. W i t h  eac h war, 
t e c h n o l o g y  a d v a n c e d  and m e d i c a l  car e im p r o v e d  
n a t i on w id e .  S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  by p h y s i c i a n s  and n u r s e s  
c h a n g e d  and expa nd ed .
It was at the start of the t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
that n u r s e s  in N e v a d a  be ga n  to d e v e l o p  their p r o f e s s i o n  
and e s t a b l i s h  the first t r a i n i n g  school in the state. 
F r o m  these b e g i n n i n g s  came the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to 
e s t a b l i s h  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  for N e v a d a  
n u r s e s .
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Chapter III
E v o l u t i o n  of N N A
D u r i n g  the n i n e t e e n t h  ce ntu ry , as N e v a d a  was
d e v e l o p i n g  f r o m  u n e x p l o r e d  t e r r i t o r y  to s t a t e h o o d ,  the
U n i t e d  Sta t es  w as  e x p e r i e n c i n g  r a p i d gro w th .  M a n y
in v e n t i o n s  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  i n d u s t r i e s  su c h  as
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t ex ti le s, c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  and
a g r i c u l t u r e .  Sc ho ol s, c o l l eg e s , and  u n i v e r s i t i e s
1
w er e  e s t a b l i s h e d  th r o u g h o u t  the country.
Th e 1860's, s p e c i f i c a l l y  the Ci vil War, w a s  a
tu rni ng  point in n u r s i n g  h i s t o r y .  P r i or  to this,
n u r s i n g  was p r i m a r i l y  a f u n c t i o n  of r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s
and p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a g e n c i e s  s u c h  as the Irish S i s t e r s  of
M e r c y  and the P h i l a d e l p h i a  L y i n g - I n  C h a ri t y . A m e r i c a n s
h ad  h e a r d  of the m a n y  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  of F l o r e n c e
N i g h t i n g a l e ,  a n d  the wa r g a v e  m a n y  y o u n g  w o m e n  the
2
o p p o r t u n i t y  to v o l u n t e e r  th ei r s e rv ice s.
At this t im e  there w e r e  no t r a i n e d  n u r s e s  in the
U n i t e d  States. M o s t of the ca re was g i v e n  by m e n  and
w o m e n  h a m p e r e d  by  i n a d e q u a t e  s u p p l i e s  and i ne x p e r i e n c e .
The  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the W o m e n ' s  C e n t r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of
R e l i e f  in N e w  Y o r k  so on  led to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the
S a n i t a r y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  the f o r e r u n n e r  of the A m e r i c a n  R e d  
3
C r o s s (ARC).
E l i z a b e t h  B l a c k w e l l ,  M . D . ,  the first w o m a n  p h y s i c i a n
52
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in the U n i t e d  States, is s u ed  the initial call to w o m e n
to o r g a n i z e  for war se r vic e. W i t h i n  a few sho rt weeks,
B e l l e v u e  H o s p i t a l  in N e w  Y o r k  t r a i n e d  at least one
h u n d r e d  w o m e n  v o l u n t e e r s  to p r o v i d e  e f f e c t i v e  car e to
4
those i n j u r e d  on the b a t t l e f i e l d s .
B l a c k w e l l  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on n u r s i n g  and
s a n i t a r y  m e a s u r e s  to g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  an d to g r o u p s
in the South. A l t h o u g h  she p r o b a b l y  s h o u l d  h a v e  bee n
s e l e c t e d  as h e a d  of the n u r s i n g  forces d u r i n g  the war,
due to in t en s e  j ea l o us y  f r o m  m a l e  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  she
re f u s e d  of f ic i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  In 1861, to p r o v i d e
some o r g a n i z a t i o n  to the n u r s i n g  gr ou ps , D o r o t h e a
5
Dix was  a p p o i n t e d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of nurses.
A l t h o u g h  the So u t h di d  not h a v e  as m u c h
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  su ppo rt  for nu r s i n g ,  m a n y  w o m e n ' s  g r o u p s
p r o v i d e d  p e o p l e  and s up pl i e s  for the s o u t h e r n  effort.
T h o u s a n d s  of w o m e n  r e s p o n d e d  to the call for help, and
m a n y  p u r s u e d  n u r s i n g  and h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n s  after
6
the b a t t l e  ended.
W o m e n  wh o had w o r k e d  on the S a n i t a r y  C o m m i s s i o n
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  the war w i t h  a d e s i r e  to b e c o m e  i n vo l v e d
in p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  to the sic k and poor. A g r o u p  led by
Lo u i s a  S c h u y l e r  f o r m e d  the N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  C h a r i t i e s
Ai d A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a s e c t i o n  k n o w n  as the B e l l e v u e
7
Ho sp i t a l  V i s i t i n g  C o m m i t t e e .
This c o mm it te e, un der  the g u i d a n c e  of E l i z a b e t h  
Hobson , v i s i t e d  the m u n i c i p a l  ho s p it a l  and, u p on  
o b s e r v i n g  d e p l o r a b l e  co n di ti o ns ,  b e c a m e  d e t e r m i n e d  to
53
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r e o r g a n i z e  nu r s in g .  Af te r  s e n d i n g  Gill Wylie, M.D., to
m e e t  w i t h  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ,  the first n u r s i n g
school in A m e r i c a  was o p e n e d  in May, 1873. By 1900,
432 sc h o o l s  e x i s t e d  in the U n i t e d  States, and n o t e d
n u r s i n g  le ad er s e m e r g e d  s uc h  as L i n d a  Ri c ha rds , Isabel
8
H a m p t o n  Robb, and A d e l a i d e  N ut tin g.
Pr io r  to 1887, n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  di d  not exist
a n y w h e r e  in the world. In 1887, the B r i t i s h  Nurses'
A s s o c i a t i o n  met in England, and in 1892 be c a m e
i n c o r p o r a t e d  as the royal B r i t i s h  Nurses' As s oc i a t io n .
The St. Barn ab as'  G u i l d  in Boston, e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1886,
was the first n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to for m in the
U n i t e d  States, and e x i s t e d  to p r o v i d e  di ve r s io n a l
ac t i v i t i e s  for n u r s e s  and to m a i n t a i n  reli gi ous  
9
fortitud e.
Indi vid ua l al u m n a e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  f orm ed  at
some  of the n u r s i n g  schools, but it wa sn 't  until the
C h i c a g o  W o r l d ' s  Fa ir of 1893 that n u r s e s  be g an
a d d r e s s i n g  the n e e d  for a u n i t e d  o r g a n i za t i o n.  At that
time, the A m e r i c a n  So c i e t y  of S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  of
T r a i n i n g  Sc h o o l s  for Nu r se s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by A m e r i c a n
and C a n a d i a n  n ur s e s in t e r e s t e d  in d e v e l o p i n g
ed u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  for nu r s e s  and p r o m o t i n g
e du c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  n u r s i n g  schools. In 1907,
legal i n v o l ve m e nt s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  the s e p a r a t i o n  of
A m e r i c a n  and C a n a d i a n  sec tions, and in 1912 the
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  na m e  was c h a n g e d  to the N a ti ona l Le ag ue
10
of N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  (NLNE).
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The S o c i e t y  of S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  u n d e r the
l e a d e r s h i p  of Isabel H a m p t o n  Robb, was  i n t e r e s t e d  in
f o r m i n g  an a s s o c i a t i o n  to w h i c h  all t r ai n ed  n u r se s
c o u l d  belong. A l u m n a e  a s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  still i s o l a t e d
and ind ep e nd e n t,  and the s o c i e t y  r e c o g n i z e d  that
ed u c a t i o n a l ,  eco no mic , and social i m p r o ve m e nt  of n u r s e s
w o u l d  o nl y  oc cu r w i t h  g r o u p  efforts. Thus, in 1896,
e i g h t e e n  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  of t r a i n i n g  s c h o ol s  f o r m e d  the
N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t e d  A l u m n a e  of the U n i t e d  St a te s and
Can ada , the f o r e r u n n e r  of the ANA. L e a d  by P r e s i d e n t
Robb, the g r o u p  soug ht to o b t a i n  ri g ht s for n u rs e s
11
and improve q u a l i t y  of care for pa ti e n ts .
In te r na t i on a l  c o n c e r n  for n u r s i n g  and p a t ie n t  ca re
was evident. On  J u l y  1, 1899, at the annual Ma tr on s'
C o n f e r e n c e  of G r e a t B r i t a i n  and Ireland, Ethel M a n s o n
Fe nwi ck , a B r i t i s h  nurse, s u g g e s t e d  the f o r m a t i o n  of
an I n t er n a ti on a l C o u n c il  of N u r s e s  (ICN). C i t i n g  the
un i v e r s a l  n e e d  to u n i t e  for be t t e r  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n
and control of nu r s i n g ,  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e g a n  in July, 
12
1900.
A n o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  event for n u r s i n g  in the
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was the m e m b e r s h i p  of the U n i t e d
St at e s  in the In t e r n a t i o n a l  R e d  C r o s s  in 1882. C l a r a
Ba rton, wh o h a d  d on e c o n s i d e r a b l e  w o r k  in the Civil
War , was n a m e d  the first p r e s i d e n t  of the ARC. This
g r o u p  p r o v i d e d  d i s a s t e r  relief d u r i n g  the S p a n i s h -
A m e r i c a n  War, and s u b s e q u e n t l y  w o r k e d  w i t h  the A N A
13
to p r o v i d e  su pp o r t to m i l i t a r y  forces.
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T h e r e  are l im i t ed  r e c o r d s  of m e d i c a l  and n u r s i n g
p r a c t i c e  in N e v a d a  d u r i n g  the n i n e t e e n t h  c en tu ry . M o s t
n u r s i n g  car e wa s g i v e n  by f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  a nd  th ere
we re  on l y  two or three g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  w i t h i n  the st a t e
14
at the turn  of the century.
M o n e y  was the p r i m a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of N e v a d a  to
the Civil War. H o we ver , just as the A R C  d e v e l o p e d  as
a result of the war, so d i d the N e v a d a  S t at e R e d  C r o s s
15
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( N S R C A ) .
In June, 1898, Mrs. H.A. L e m m o n  ( C h r i s t i a n  n a m e
not i d e n t i f i e d  in a v a i l a b l e  s o ur c e s) ,  o r g a n i z e d  the
first R e d  C r os s  S o c i e t y  of N e v a d a  in C a r s o n  City. Mrs .
L e m m o n  h a d c o m m u n i c a t e d  w i t h  C l a r a  B a r t o n  in
W a s h i n g t o n  and the C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  R e d  C r o s s  to
f a c i l i t a t e  the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  pr o ce ss.  S o c i e t i e s  w e r e
q u i c k l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in W a d s w o r t h ,  Reno, V i r g i n i a  City,
Elko, Austin , and W i n n e m u c c a ,  an d  o n J u l y  5, 1898,
d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  each s o c i e t y  me t  in R e n o  to fo r m  
16
the NSRCA.
C o n s i d e r a b l e  m o n e y  was r a i s e d  to p r o v i d e  cl ot h es
and s u pp l i e s  for v o l u n t e e r s ,  m a n y  of w h o m  went  east to
offer as s i st an c e.  F o o d  and c om f o r t  w e r e  al so  gi v e n  to
so ld i er s  in N e v a d a  wh o  ha d  b e e n  e n l i s t e d  as a b a t t a l i o n
of i n f a n t r y m e n  to be s t a t i o n e d  ne a r  C a r s o n  City. Four
h u n d r e d  and f i f t e e n  m e n  we r e g i v e n  m e d i c a l  supp li es ,
17
food, and bedd ing , c o m p l i m e n t s  of the NSRCA.
In the 1880's, R e n o  b e g a n  to g r o w  as p o l i ti ca l  
a c t i v i t y  m o v e d  to this co m m un i t y.  In 1880, the
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p o p u l a t i o n  of the c i t y  was 1,302, i n c r e a s i n g  to 3,5 63
18
in 1890. By  1910, th ere  w e r e  10,867 re sid ent s.
T h e  i n c r e a s e  in p o p u l a t i o n  i nc l u d e d  n u r s e s  wh o  had
r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  in oth er states. Severa l h o s p i t a l s
had o p e n e d  w i t h i n  the R e n o  area, and as yet, N e v a d a  did
19
not h a v e  a t r a i n i n g  school for nurses.
T he  first r e f e r e n c e  to the f o r m a t i o n  of a nurse s'
a s s o c i a t i o n  in N e v a d a  a p p e a r e d  on W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r
11, 1907, in the N e v a d a  S t a t e  J o u r n a l . Th is  R e n o
n e w s p a p e r  ran a front pa g e a r t i c l e  a n n o u n c i n g  the
intent of local n u r s e s  to f o r m  a "labor union" , and
s u g g e s t e d  lack of c o m p a s s i o n  on the part of n u r s e s  wh o
s e e m e d  to be  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in m o n e y  than in p at i e n t  
20
welf are.
T h e  a r t i c l e  s t a t e d  that b o t h  t ra i n e d  and
u n t r a i n e d  n u r s e s  w e r e  u n i t i n g  as a g r o u p  for the
p u r p o s e  of i m p r o v i n g  their li fe st yl e s.  Th e  repo rt er ,
who was not id e n ti fi e d,  as b y l i n e s  d i d  not a p pe a r  in the
n e w s p a p e r  at that time, did not p r o v i d e  any n a m e s  of
n ur s e s  to v e r i f y  the story. It was s t a t e d  that g o a l s
of the n u r s e s  w e r e  to s e c u r e  wa g es  of no less than
$5.00 per day, a m o v e  to w ar d s  eight hour shifts, and
a limit to the am ou nt of h o u s e w o r k  to be d o n e  by 
21
n u r s e s .
T h e  next day, S e p t e m b e r  12, 1907, a f o l l o w - u p  
a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  on the th ird  pa g e of the n e w s p a p e r .  
N u r s e s  d e n i e d  that the y w e r e  fo r m i n g  a labor u n i o n  
and at this time, the N N A  was r e f e r r e d  to by name.
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J e s s i e  J o s l y n  N e l s o n  was i d e n t i f i e d  as p r e s i d e n t  of the
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and she i n d i c a t e d  that the n u r s e s  w e r e
a g a i n s t  an y type of u n i o n  ac ti vi t y.  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  she
s t a t e d  that e v e r y  st a t e was f o r m i n g  a nurses' o r g a n i za t i on ,
and that m e d i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  not a c c u s e d  of f o rm i n g
22
labor u n i o n s  w h e n  they unite d.
N e l s o n  a c k n o w l e d g e d  that the a s s o c i a t i o n  cou ld
r e g u l a t e  fees for n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s  but di d  not d e m a n d
that n u r s e s  c o n f o r m  to su ch  fees. She also p o i n t e d  out
that nu r se s  w e r e  the on l y p e o p l e  w h o g a ve  24 hour
s e r v i c e  w i t h  li ttle c o n c e r n  for pe rs ona l h e a l t h  and
we lf a re .  P e r h a p s  the labor d i s p u t e s  o c c u r i n g  in the
m i n e s  of G o l d f i e l d  at this time c o n t r i b u t e d  to the
23
m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  goals.
Th e ne xt  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  on S e p t e m be r  15, 1907
r e p o r t i n g  that the nu r s e s  h a d  h e l d  a se co n d  me e t i ng ,
p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a d j u s t m e n t  of work  h o ur s  and
wages. R e f e r e n c e  was ag a i n  m a d e  to the NNA, i n d i c at i n g
that a c o n s t i t u t i o n  and b y l a w s  w e r e  adopted. A l t h o u g h
o f f i c e r s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  by name, the content of the
b y l a w s  and c o n s t i t u t i o n  was not d is c l os e d , and copies
24
we re  not l o c a t e d  in ar ch i v al  m at e r ia l .
A  r e v i e w  of s u b s e q u e n t  d a i l y  R e n o  n e w s p a p e r s  
r e v e a l e d  that it was m o r e  than  two years later be f o r e  
the next a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  r e l a t e d  to a nurses' 
a s s o c i a t i o n .  O n D e c e m b e r  2, 1909, an a r t i c l e  m e n t i o n e d  
the R e n o  Nu rse s'  A s s o c i a t i o n  (RNA), formed in August ,
1908. The p u r p o s e  of this g r o u p  was to improv e the
58
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pr of e s s i o n a l  m e m b e r s  and pr o t ec t  c o n s u m e r s  by  p r o v i d i n g
25
a se ries of le c tur es  by p h y s i c i a n s  in the co mm un it y .
T w e n t y  m e m b e r s  had met the e v e n i n g  b e f o r e  to
d is c u s s  c o n c e r n s  ab out  w o m e n  in the c o m m u n i t y  w h o w e r e
p r a c t i c i n g  n u r s i n g  wi t h o u t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of a p p r o p r i a t e
training. P r e s i d e n t  E l i z a b e t h  C u n n i n g h a m  led the list
of el e c t e d  o f f i c e rs ,  and all local n u r s e s  w e r e
26
e n c o u r a g e d  to join the or g an i z a t i o n .
O f f e r i n g  l e ct u r e s  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  can be t r ac e d  to
three factors. T h e  N e v a d a  S ta t e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  (NSMS)
b e c a m e  ac t i v e  in 1904, and p r o f e s s i o n a l  pa p e r s  r e l a t e d  to
me dic al  p r o g r e s s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  at annual m e e t i n g s .
D u r i n g  this p e r i o d  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  h o s p i t a l s  w i t h i n  the
community, the d o c t o r s  were  aware of their a u t h o r i t y
and a b i l i t y  to contr ol  the c o m p e t e n c y  and e f f i c i e n c y  of
h e a l t h  care wo rk e rs .  Fina lly , G e o r g e  M c K e n z i e ,  M. D .,  had
o f f e r e d  to h e ad  a t r a i n i n g  school for n u r s e s  at
Sisters' H o s p i t a l ,  and in a n t i c i p a t i o n  of a d m i t t i n g
stude nts  in 1910, h a d  every local p h y s i c i a n  c o m m i t t e d
27
to g i v i n g  l ec t u re s  and in s t r u c t i o n  to stu dents.
A week later, a f o l l o w - u p  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  in the
D e c e m b e r  9, 1909 issue of the ne w s p a p e r .  The art ic le,
r e p o r t i n g  on the re su l ts  of the first p h y s i c i a n  le ct ur e
g i v e n  for the R N A  on De c em b e r  2, f o c u s e d  on the
conflict that h a d  d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  the t w e n t y - f i v e  to
28
t hir ty  m e m b e r s  a nd  n o n - m e m b e r s  a t t e n d i n g  the me e t in g .
The ar eas  of d i s a g r e e m e n t  c e n t e r e d  on t h r e e  topics. 
First, o f f i c e r s  felt that som e of the m e m b e r s  and n o n-
59
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m e m b e r s  q u e s t i o n e d  the n e e d  for a n u r s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  
an d w e r e  a t t e m p t i n g  to d i s s o l v e  it as s o o n  as p o s s ib le .  
Se con d,  n ew  n u rs es  w h o  had  b e e n  a r r i v i n g  f r o m  the east 
w e r e  o b t a i n i n g  r e f e r r al s  for p r i v a t e  d ut y  c a s es  f r o m  
s om e  m e m b e r s  of the a s s o c i a t i o n .  Th e  m e m b e r s  felt the
a s s o c i a t i o n  was e n t i t l e d  to a fee for r e g i s t r y
29
s e r v i c e s .
Third , those r e c e n t l y  t r a i n e d  n u r s e s  (many 
f r o m  the east), felt they h a d  r e c e i v e d  a d e q u a t e  
e d u c a t i o n  p r ior  to a r r i v i n g  in Re n o  and d i d  not see a 
n e e d  for the a s s o c i a t i o n  to p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n s t ru c ti o n . P r e s i d e n t  C u n n i n g h a m  was q u o t e d  as s a y i n g  
that m a n y  of the n ew  n u r s e s  s c o f f e d  at the m e d i c a l  
p r a c t i c e  of local p h y s i c i a n s .  Ir oni ca lly , the to pic of 
the le ct u r e g i v e n  by R a y m o n d  St. Clair, M . D . , was
p r o f e s s i o n a l  ethics r e l a t e d  to do ct or s, n u r s es ,  and
30
pati e n t s .
T hi s  conflic t r e f l e c t e d  the o p i n i o n  of m a n y  that 
the e a s t e r n  part of the c o u n t r y  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  
a d v a n c e d  over the w e s t e r n  fron tie r.  The a b s e n c e  of 
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for n ur s e s  w i t h i n  the s ta te  
m a y  h a v e  e n c o u r a g e d  f e e l i ng s  of s u p e r i o r i t y  in those 
n u r s e s  who  ha d r e c e i v e d  trai nin g.  Th is  is the first 
e v i d e n c e  p r o v i d e d  by N e v a d a  n u r s e s  of the still 
p r e v a i l i n g  a n t i - intel 1e c t u a l i s m  tow a rd  the f r o n t i e r  and  
n u r s i n g  alike.
P r e s i d e n t  C u n n i n g h a m ,  a w a r e  of the c o n t i n u i n g  
c o n f l i c t s  am on g nurses, s t a t e d  that the a s s o c i a t i o n
60
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c o u l d  not be s u c c e s s f u l  u n l e s s  n u r s e s  put a s i d e
in d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a nd  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  for the g o o d
of the co m m u n i t y .  T h e  o u t c o m e  of this s i t u a t i o n  is
u n k n o w n ,  as th ere  w e r e  no  f u r t h e r  a r t i c l e s  about the
31
nur se s ' a s s o c i a t i o n  d u r i n g  the next eight years.
In 1908, Sisters' H o s p i t a l  o p e n e d  in Reno. O n l y
two n u r s e s  h a d  b e e n  h i r e d  for the ho s pi t a l,
c o n s e q u e n t l y  the s i s t e r s  and  n o v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  the
m a j o r i t y  of labor to k e e p  the f a c i l i t y  f u nc t i on in g .
W h e n  F a t h e r  T h o m a s  W h i t t l e  a r r i v e d  in R e n o  to con d u ct
a r e t r ea t  for the n o v i c e s  a n d r e c e i v e  their vows as
s i s t e r s ,  he d i s c o v e r e d  t he y  h a d  i n a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n
in a s p e c t s  of r e l i g i o u s  life. A f t e r  s h a r i n g  this news
w i t h  the b i s h o p  and m o t h e r  su p er i o r,  the n o v i c e s  w e r e
32
sent to ot her con v en t s .
G e o r g e  M c K e n z i e ,  M . D . ,  h a d  a r r i v e d  in R e n o  f r o m
C o l o r a d o  just as the h o s p i t a l  op ened. For the next
f i f t e e n  years, he d e d i c a t e d  h i m s e l f  to the d e v e l o p m e n t
a nd  e n h a n c e m e n t  of the i n s t i t u t i o n .  W h e n  the n o v i c e s
b e g a n  to leave, he e n c o u r a g e d  the s i s t e r s  to op e n  a
h o s p i t a l  b a s e d  t r a i n i n g  scho ol  for nur se s,  w h i c h  w o u l d
p r o v i d e  e x tr a  h e l p  lost by the d e p a r t i n g  nov i c es .  He
v o l u n t e e r e d  to be in c h a r g e  of the pr og ra m, i n c l u d i n g
the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the c u r r i c u l u m ,  and h ad  e v e ry  R e n o
p h y s i c i a n  c o m m i t t e d  to p r o v i d i n g  l ec tu res  and
i n s t r u c t i o n  to the s t u d e n t  n u r s es .  T h e  first cl ass was
33
a c c e p t e d  in the sum m e r of 1910.
In 1912, Sisters' H o s p i t a l  b e c a m e  Saint M a r y ' s
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H o s p i t a l .  The two yea r nurses' t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  was
e x t e n d e d  to a t h i r d  yea r w h i c h  p l a c e d  the g r a d u a t e
n u r s e s  in the h o s p i t a l  as full tim e e m p l o y e e s  w i t h  a
s a l a r y  of fi ft y  d o l l a r s  per m o nt h.  E a r l y  re co rds  of the
p r o g r a m  h a v e  b e e n  lost, yet it is k n o w n  that ei g h t e e n
w o m e n  g r a d u a t e d  in 1912, and an a d d i t i o n a l  thirty
r e c e i v e d  d i p l o m a s  b e t w e e n  1912 an d  1922 w h e n  the school
closed.  T h o s e  w h o  d i d  not c o m p l e t e  t r a i n i n g  had
34
t ra n s f e r r e d ,  eloped, or died.
M c K e n z i e ' s  ide a to use s tu de nt  n u r s e s  to staff
h o s p i t a l s  was not unique. T h r o u g h o u t  the U n i t e d
State s, a ra p id  g r o w t h  of ho sp i t al  t r a i n i n g  sc ho ols  led
to poor e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  of
st u d e n t  n ur se s.  A l m o s t  every h o s p i t a l  o p e n e d  a school
a nd  e x p e c t e d  the s t u d e n t s  to do h o u s e k e e p i n g  chores as
part  of n u r s i n g  du tie s.  The p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of such
s c h o o l s  and lack of em p h as is  on ins tr uc ti o n,  u l t i m a t e l y
35
led to a m o v e m e n t  to ra is e ed u c a t i o n a l  sta nd ar ds.
M. R o l l i n  W a l k e r ,  M.D., w r o t e  that n u r s e s  had a t t e n d e d
the 1911 c o n v e n t i o n  of the NSMS, and p h y s i c i a n s  h o p e d  that
the y w o u l d  soo n be  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a g r a d u a t e  nurses'
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W i t h  im p r ov i n g h o s p i t a l  facilit ie s,
r e c o g n i t i o n  was g i v e n  to t r a i n e d  nu rs es.  Do c t o r s  w e r e
just b e g i n n i n g  to a c k n o w l e d g e  that the ex tent of their
su cc e s s  was c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  the a t t r i b u t e s  and
36
c o m p e t e n c i e s  of n ur ses .
Four ye a rs  later, g r a d u a t e s  of the SMH tr a i ni n g  
schoo l in R e n o  f o r m e d  the first a l u m n a e  a s s o c i a t i o n
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w h i c h  met the first M o n d a y  of each mo nt h .  O n  M a r c h  9,
1915, a bu s in e s s m e e t i n g  was h e l d  at w h i c h  E m m a
S p r i n g m e y e r  was e le c t e d  pre sid e nt ;  E v a  Ca m pb e l l,
v ic e -p r e s i d e n t ;  Ethel Startcha, tr e a sur er;  and Ester
Mey er,  secretary. The p ur p o s e s  of the g r o u p  w e re  to
p l a n  social affair s and d e v e l o p  m e a s u r e s  for m utu al  
37
a d v a n c e m e n t .
D u r i n g  the yea rs sin ce 1909, no n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  
r e f e r r e d  to a sta te  nurses' as s o c i a t i o n ,  and reco rd s  
h av e  not b e e n  l oc ate d to cl a ri f y  what h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  
this time frame. W h e n  m i n u t e s  of N N A  m e e t i n g s  d u r i n g  
the 1 9 3 0 ' s w er e  reviewed, nam es  of w o m e n  who w e r e  
g r a d u a t e s  of the SMH t r ai nin g school a p p e a r e d  on 
m e m b e r s h i p  lists. It m a y  be c o n c l u d e d  that w o m e n  fr om  
the al u m n a e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  in 
the state assoc ia tio n.
A club to e n c o u r a g e  s o c i a l i z i n g  am o n g  tr a in e d  
n u r s e s  was o r g a n i z e d  in September, 1915. Th e  n a m e  of 
the g r o u p  was the Se sr u n C l u b  (s es ru n is nu r s es  s p e l l e d  
b a c k wa r ds )  and the first m e e t i n g  was h e l d  at the hom e  
of E l i z a b e t h  R e d d a n t . The p u r p o s e  of the club was 
s t r i c t l y  to e n t e r t a i n  the m e m b e r s h i p ,  w h i c h  was 
r e s t r i c t e d  to the e s t i m a t e d  45-50 g r a d u a t e  nu r s e s  in 
the Re n o  area. T h e r e  w er e no f ur the r re f e r e n c e s  to
38this g r o u p  in s u c c e e d i n g  ar ti c le s  or ar c hi v a l data.
P ri m a r y  sourc es re l a t e d  to the N N A  w e r e  not 
a v a i l a b l e  for re vie w prior to 1931. W h e t h e r  recor ds  
w e r e  lost or d e s t r o y e d  is unknown. Ho w e ve r ,  A N A  recor ds
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s t o r e d  at the N u r s i n g  A r c h i v e s  at B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y
ind ic a te  that N N A  was  o r g a n i z e d  on N o v e m b e r  26, 1917.
A p p l i c a t i o n  to A N A  wa s  m a d e  July  8, 1920 and a c c e p t a n c e
39
was g r a n t e d  on J a n u a r y  19, 1921.
In D e c e m b e r  of 1917, the N N A  a n n o u n c e d  that m e m b e r
N e t t i e  J o h n s t o n  was the first N e v a d a  nu r s e  to be
d e p l o y e d  for s e r v i c e  in W o r l d  W a r I. It was not
r e p o r t e d  if she v o l u n t e e r e d  or was r e cr ui t ed .  This
a p p e a r e d  in a n e w s p a p e r  ar t i c l e  a n n o u n c i n g  e l e c t e d
o f f i c e r s  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n :  E d i t h  Peales,
cha irman; M a r y  Evans , v i c e - c h a i r m a n ;  J. P. D o n n e l l y ,
sec ret ar y;  a n d M a r y  R o b i n so n,  tre as ur er.  T he  g r o u p
was d e v e l o p i n g  p r o j e c t s  to raise f u n d s  to su pp ort  a
40
"hut" or ho m e for n u r s e s  s e r v i n g  in France.
P u b l i c i t y  c o n t i n u e d  to suppo rt  the at t em p t s  of the
N N A  to c o n t r i b u t e  to the war effort. A b en e f it  ball
was h e l d  in R e n o  in De ce m b e r ,  1917, ag a i n  to raise fund
for the nurses' hut. The goal of the a s s o c i a t i o n  was
to ra is e $500 to c o n t r i b u t e  to the Y o u n g  W o m e n s
C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  (YWCA) for e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the
hut, w h i c h  w o u l d  s er ve  as h o u s i n g  for n ur ses  in France.
No ne  of the n e w s p a p e r  ar t ic le s  c l a r i f i e d  w h e t h e r  or not
the fun d ra i s in g for the hut was l i m i t e d  to N e v a d a  or
41
was part of a n a t i o n w i d e  effort.
In a d d i t i o n  to p r o v i d i n g  m o n e y  for h o u s i n g  in 
France , N e v a d a  n u r s e s  m a d e  ot he r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to the 
war effort. B e n e f i t s  we r e  h e l d  to r a i s e  m o n e y  for 
relief of civilian, m i l i ta ry ,  and R e d  Cross nu rs e s
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c a r i n g  for s o l d i e r s  at h o m e  and  abr o a d . S i x t y  N e v a d a n s
w e r e  s u p p l i e d  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S t u d e n t  N u r s e
R e s e r v e s ,  w h o  w e r e  u s e d  to r e p l a c e  t r a i n e d  n u r s e s  d r a w n
f r o m  A m e r i c a n  h o s p i t a l s  to s e r v e  in Fr an c e . T h e  R e n o
c h a p t e r  of the A R C  p r o v i d e d  c l a s s e s  in h y g i e n e  and h o m e
ca r e  of the si ck to those  v o l u n t e e r i n g  as stu d en t  
42
n u r s e s .
T h e r e  w e r e  no  p r i m a r y  r e c o r d s  l o c a t e d  r e g a r d i n g  
the N N A  for the y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1917 a n d  1931. M i n i m a l  
r e f e r e n c e  was  m a d e  to g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  in a few  
n e w s p a p e r  a r t i cl e s , but the N N A  was  not a d d r e s s e d  by 
name. Thi s is s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  it was in 1923 
that N e v a d a  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  of n u r s e s .
W h e n  the A m e r i c a n  Jo ur nal  of N u r s i n g  was p u b l i s h e d
for the first time in O c t o b e r ,  1900, one  of the m a j o r
items of d i s c u s s i o n  was  the n e e d  for s t a t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n
of nu rs es.  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  b e c a m e  the first st at e to
ad opt  r e g u l a t i o n s  in 1901, a nd  by 1931, all st at es  h a d
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som e f o rm  of legal r e g i s t r a t i o n  for nur s e s.
B e t w e e n  1915 a nd  1923, four a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  to 
l e g i s l a t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of n u r s e s  in N e v a d a .  The first 
bill was i n t r o d u c e d  by A s s e m b l y m a n  W h i t e s i d e s  on J a n u a r y  
26, 1915. A s s e m b l y  Bill 22 s u g g e s t e d  that the s t a t e  B O H  
r e g u l a t e  the e x a m i n a t i o n  and l i c e n s i n g  of nur se s.  A 
d e p a r t m e n t  of e x a m i n a t i o n  and  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of g r a d u a t e  
n u r s e s  w o u l d  be led b y a d i r e c t o r  w h o s e  s a l a r y  w o u l d  b e  
p a i d  f ro m  the s t a te  tre asury. T h e r e  w e r e  no n e w s p a p e r
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a r t i c l e s  or any  o t he r  d a t a  to e x p l a i n  w ha t  p r e c e e d e d
the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of this bill, or wha t led to the
d e f e a t  of the m e a s u r e .  T h e  N e v a d a  l e g i s t a t u r e  d id  not
44
start k e e p i n g  m i n u t e s  of s e s s i o n s  un ti l 1965.
On  J a n u a r y  30, 1919, S ad ie Hu r s t ,  a s s e m b l y w o m a n  
f r o m  W a s h o e  C o u n t y  a nd  the first w o m a n  e l e c t e d  to the 
N e v a d a  l e g i sl at u re ,  i n t r o d u c e d  the s e c o n d  bill to 
r e g u l a t e  l i c e n s i n g  of nurses. It is not k n o w n  w h o  or 
wha t m o t i v a t e d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of this bill. S i m i l a r  to 
the 1915 draft, it was v e t o e d  by G o v e r n o r  Em m e t t  B o y l e  
in M a r c h  1919, at the req ue st  of a g r o u p  of p h y s i c i a n s  
and  g r a d u a t e  n u r se s . T h i s g r o u p  c o n t e n d e d  that the 
in te r e st s  of the p u b l i c  w o u l d  not b e s e r v e d  b y  su c h  a 
bill. T he  g r e a t e s t  o p p o s i t i o n  cam e f r o m  n u r s e s  who  h a d
45
a t t e n d e d  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o ls  but d i d  not r e c e i v e  d i p l om a s .
The  thir d a t t e m p t  at r e g i s t r a t i o n  wa s i n t r o d u c e d
on J a n u a r y  27, 1921 by A s s e m b l y m a n  H e w a r d .  T he  bill,
almos t e x a c t l y  w r i t t e n  as the p r e v i o u s  two drafts,
p r o p o s e d  a d e p a r t m e n t  of e x a m i n a t i o n  and r e g i s t r a t i o n
of g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  w i t h i n  the s t a t e  BOH. As w i t h  the
1915 bill, there was no r e c or d  of w h y  it was i n t r o d u c e d
46
nor the re as on  for the defeat.
P e r h a p s  s ome  of the s t i m u l a t i o n  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  
c ame  fr om s u p p o r t e r s  of the SMH t r a i n i n g  school for 
nu rse s,  w h i c h  g r a d u a t e d  the last cl as s in 1922. The  
d e c i s i o n  to c l o s e  the school was p r o m p t e d  by the 
f a i l u r e  of the N e v a d a  l e g i s l a t u r e  to p a s s  a n u r s e
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r e g i s t r a t i o n  act, and w i t h o u t  the law, n u r s e s  could not
ob t a i n  rec ipr oc al r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i t h  o th e r  states.
N e v a d a  p r e p a r a t i o n  w o u l d  be wor th l es s ,  so en ro l l m e n t
de cre a s ed .  In add it ion , the na t i on al  p r e s s u r e s  to
u p g r a d e  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  m a d e  in c re a s in g  d e m a n d s  on the
staff. As a result, the n u r s i n g  school was s a c r i f i c e d
for be t te r  p a t i e n t  care. F r o m  1922 until 1957, N e v a d a
was onc e ag a i n  d e v o i d  of any t ra in i n g  school for 
47
n u r s e s .
A c c o r d i n g  to the m e m o i r s  of M. R o l l i n  Wa l ke r ,  M.D.,
ar o u n d  1922 and 1923 the n u m b e r  of tr ain ed  nu rs e s in
N e v a d a  increased, b o t h  f r om  resi den ts  w h o r e t u r n e d  hom e
after r e c e i v i n g  tr a i n i n g  elsewhere, and n o n - r e s i d e n t s
m o v i n g  into the state. Th e  lack of tr ain ed  nu r s es  had
led p h y s i c i a n s  to recruit local w o m a n  to se rv e  as
prac tic al  nurses , w h i c h  p r o v e d  to be inadequate. The se
n ur s es  were  w i tho ut  k n o w l e d g e  of es se n t i al s  of
n u r s i n g  su c h as asepsis, and learned from  on the job
experie nce . T h e r e  was c omp et it ion , confusio n,  and
48
d i s h a r m o n y  b e t w e e n  tr ai n e d and pra ct ica l nurses.
In 1923, the t ra in e d n ur s e s o r g a n i z e d  as a group, 
and w i th  the b a c k i n g  of the NSMS, p e t i t i o n e d  the 
l e g i sl a tu re  to e s t a b l i s h  a state B oa rd  of N u r s e  
E x a m i n e r s  (BONE). In F e br ua ry , 1923 A s s e m b l y w o m a n  
M a r g u e r i t e  Go sse, w ho  b e c a m e  in t er e s te d  in the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  of n ur s e s w h e n  she w o r k e d  w i t h  the R e d  
Cro ss  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I, i nt ro d u c e d  the bill that 
b e c a m e  the first N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act in Neva da.  The
67
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
bill, a p p r o v e d  o n  M a r c h  20, 1923, d i r e c t e d  the g o v e r n o r  
of N e v a d a  to a p po i n t  a state B O N E  to m o n i t o r  the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  of nu r s e s .  T he  b o a r d  
c o n s i s t e d  of thr ee  r e g i s t e r e d  g r a d u a t e s ,  and those 
n u r s e s  w h o  a p p l i e d  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r i o r  to
49
J u l y  1, 1923 w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  by e n d o rs em e nt .
S p e c i f i c s  of the law a l l o w e d  the b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,
a p p o i n t e d  by the g o ve r n or , to d e v e l o p  lists of
a c c r e d i t e d  t r a i n i n g  s ch o o ls  and n u r s e s  r e g i s t e r e d  under
the law. T h e b o a r d  was to m ee t  e v e r y  six m o n t h s  to
ho ld  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  The fee for
e x a m i n a t i o n  was ten dol lar s,  and  the n u r s e s  c o m p l y i n g
w i t h  the law w o u l d  p l a c e  the init ial s R.N. aft er  their 
50
n a m e .
A p p l i c a n t s  h a d  to p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of g r a d u a t i o n  
fr om  an a c c r e d i t e d  school for t r a i n i n g  nurses, w h i c h  
was d e f i n e d  as a school o p e r a t e d  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a 
ho sp i ta l  w i t h  a co u r s e  of t h e o re t i ca l  an d  p r a c t i c a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  of not less than t w e n t y - e i g h t  m on t h s.  
A p p l i c a n t s  w er e  also  e x p e c t e d  to f u r n i s h  e v i d e n c e  of 
go od  moral ch a r ac t e r .  The bo a r d  h a d  the po we r to 
re vok e r e g i s t r a t i o n  for di s h o n e s t y ,  int em pe ra n c e,  
im morality, u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  cond uc t, or any h ab it  
r e n d e r i n g  a n u r s e  unfit or u n s a f e  to care for the sick.
P r i m a r y  s ou r c e s  d e s c r i b i n g  the role p l a y e d  by the 
N N A  in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the r e g i s t r a t i o n  law we r e  
not locate d in N N A  data. W a l k e r  w r o t e  that a c o m m i t t e e  
f r o m  the st a t e nurses' a s s o c i a t i o n  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  a
68
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dr a f t of the p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to the N S M S  on
O c t o b e r  6, 1922. T h e r e  is no e v i d e n c e  to i n d i c a t e  that
any di r e c t  t e s t i m o n y  was g i v e n  e i t h e r  s u p p o r t i n g  or
o p p o s i n g  the bill. It m a y  be s p e c u l a t e d  that the
f o r m a t i o n  of a s e p a r a t e  b o a r d  to e x a m i n e  the n u rs e s
p lus  the fact that s a l a r i e s  for b o a r d  m e m b e r s  w er e not
s p e c i f i e d  as c o m i n g  out of the s t a t e  t r e a s u r y  h e l p e d
52
pas s the bill of 1923.
A p h o t o c o p y  of the 1923 s t a t u t e s  to r e g u l a t e
n u r s i n g  in N e v a d a  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a m o n g  N N A  d a t a  h o u s e d  at
the N e v a d a  H i s t o r i c a l  Societ y. I n c l u d e d  w e r e  m i n u t e s
fr o m  the first m e e t i n g  of the boar d,  h e l d  o n  April 16,
1923. The  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by  G o v e r n o r  Ja me s
S c r u g h a m  w e r e  E m m a  S p r i n g m e y e r , A l i c e  Cr a ve n,  and M a r y
Evans. The s a l a r y  for the s e c r e t a r y ,  M a r y  Evans, was
set at t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  per m o n t h  for t hr ee  m o n t h s,
then d e c r e a s i n g  to ten d o l l a r s  per m o n t h .  A l t h o u g h  not
s p e c i f i c a l l y  st ated, the h i g h e r  s a l a r y  for th ree m o n t h s
was p r o b a b l y  to c o m p e n s a t e  for the am ou nt  of wo rk
r e q u i r e d  to e s t a b l i s h  the b o a r d  as a f u n c t i o n i n g
entity. B o a r d  m e m b e r s  w ere  to r e c e i v e  six d o l l a r s  per
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day  w h e n  g i v i n g  an e x am i n a t i o n .
An u n d at e d , u n r e f e r e n c e d ,  typed, two p a g e  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e v i e w  of N N A  w r i t t e n  b y  C h r i s t i e  Co rb et t,  
p r e s i d e n t  of N N A  f r o m  1 9 3 9 - 19 4 0  s t a t e d  that these 
t hr ee  w o m e n  w e r e  a l s o  m e m b e r s  of the N N A  B o a r d  of 
D i r e c t o r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  C o r b e t t  w r o t e  that these  
w o m e n  we re  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in g e t t i n g  the bill p a s s e d
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a l b e it  in the w a k e  of s e v e r e  p r o t e s t  f ro m  p h y s i c i a n s
t h r o u g h o u t  the state. Thi s s t a t e m e n t  was in di r ec t
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  that m a d e  by  W a l k e r ,  w ho  i n d i c a t e d
that n u r s e s  and p h y s i c i a n s  h a d  w o r k e d  t o get her  for
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p a s s a g e  of the bill.
F o l l o w i n g  the p a s s a g e  of the bill, p h y s i c i a n s
c o n t i n u e d  to use p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  p r i m a r i l y  for h om e
care. T h e  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  was c o m p e n s a t e d  w i t h  hi gh er
wag es ,  and W a l k e r  b e l i e v e d  that the r e g i s t r a t i o n  law
"did m u c h  to in c re a s e  the e f f i c i e n c y  and s t a n d i n g  of
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the n u r s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  in N e v a da " .
The first a c c e s s i b l e  p r i m a r y  rec o rd s of the N N A
are l o c a t e d  in the N N A  c o l l e c t i o n  at the N e v a d a
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  in Reno, N e v ad a . O n  M a r c h  23, 1931,
A r t i c l e s  of I n c o r p o r a t i o n  for the N N A  we r e  f i led  wi t h
the S e c r e t a r y  of State, J o h n  Ko o nt z.  The  p u r p o s e s  of
the o r g a n i z a t i o n  included: e s t a b l i s h  a code of ethics,
i m p ro v e  the s t a n d a r d s  of n u r s i n g ,  e s t a b l i s h  r e c i p r o c i t y
b e t w e e n  N e v a d a  n u r s e s  and  th o se  of ot he r co u n t r i e s  and
st ates, e s t a b l i s h  an o f f i c e  or m e e t i n g  place, f or m
a u x i l i a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  o b t a i n  p r o p e r t y  for the
b e n e f i t  of the a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and r e m a i n  a n o n - p r o f i t  
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orga ni zat i o n .
The c o r p o r a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  for a t e r m  of 
f i f t y  years, and the e l e v e n  b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  w ere  
i d e n t i f i e d  as follows: E d i t h  Alde n, B l a n c h  G a m i e r ,
A u r o r a  R o b i n s o n ,  R u t h  Br ow n so n ,  M a r y  E. Evans, B e r t h a  
W i l k i n s o n ,  Ly d a  Schmid t, C l a r a  E. Ryan, C l a i r e  M.
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S o u c he r ea u ,  Sig ne  Vendel and Ve r a  Ca mpbell. T h e s e  were
all nu r s e s  r e s i d i n g  in Reno, several of w h o m  w e r e  a l u m n a e
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f r o m  Saint M a r y ' s  H o sp i t a l  T r a i n i n g  School for N u rse s.
The s ta t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  in 1931 c o n s i s t e d  of
n u r s e s  r e s i d i n g  in W a s h o e  Count y,  h e n c e f o r t h  k n o w n  as
58
D i s t r i c t  1 of NNA. T y p e w r i t t e n  m i n u t e s  of N N A  
m e e t i n g s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  f r o m  1931-1948. The y e a r s  1937 
and 1938 are m i s s i n g  from  the co ll ect ion , and m i n u t e s  
d u r i n g  the 1940's are e x t r e m e l y  limite d and fr ag m e nt e d .  
R e c o r d s  of N N A  a c t i v i t i e s  are in co m p le t e  for the 1950's 
and 1960's, h o w e v e r  d at a  b e c o m e s  m o r e  c o n s is t e nt  for the 
1970 ' s and 1980's.
F r o m  1931 th r o u g h  the m i d  1980's, N N A  p r i m a r i l y  
a d d r e s s e d  issues re l a t e d  to m e m b e r s h i p  nu mb e rs  and  
dues, e m p l o y m e n t  issues, legis lat ion , educatio n,  
and labor rela ti on s. For c l a r i t y  of p re s e n t a t i o n ,  
d a t a  will be d e l i v e r e d  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  w i t h i n  the se  
cat egor i e s .
M e m b e r s h i p  n u m b e r s  and dues
The 1931 p r e s i d e n t  of N N A  was Ed i th  Alden. Dues 
w e r e  set at $3.00 per year for ne w  memb er s, $2. 00  for 
renewal. A total of 42 m e m b e r s  b e l o n g e d  to N N A  out of 
a R e n o  p o p u l a t i o n  of 18,529. A c c o r d i n g  to m i n u t e s  from 
the BONE, there w e r e  196 lice nse s issued to nu r s e s  
b e t w e e n  May, 1923 and Ma rch, 1930. Ba s ed  on these 
figures, 21% of r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  b e l o n g e d  to NNA. 
A t t e n d a n c e  at m e e t i n g s  ra ng e d fr om  se ven  to tw enty
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me mbe rs , w i t h  the largest n u m b e r  p r e s en t at the J un e
m e e t i n g  to hear a talk by A l m a  Scott, a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  
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of ANA.
B u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g s  i n c l u d e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of n u r s i n g
legisl ati on , h ow  to deal w i t h  p a t i e n t s  w h o  d i d  not p a y
for care p r o v id e d,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  the A N A
office s. For example, the n u r s e s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  an
am en d me n t  to the r e g i s t r a t i o n  law s e t t i n g  a time limit
to register. A c o m m i t t e e  me t w i t h  an a t t o r ne y ,  who
a d v i s e d  the g r o u p  to run m o n t h l y  ads in the local
n e w s p a p e r  r e m i n d i n g  n u r s e s  of the law. T his  a t t o r n e y
also s u g g e s t e d  that n u r s e s  ha v e  a judge sw ear out
w a r r a n t s  ag ai n s t p e r s o n s  o w i n g  m o n e y  and p l a ce
a t t a c h m e n t s  on per s o na l  p r o p e r t y .  R e c o r d s  do not
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i nd i c at e  w h e t h e r  or not this was imple men te d.
M e e t i n g s  u s u a l l y  i n c l u d e d  a social event su ch as a
game of b r i d g e  and re f r e s h m e n t s .  F l o w e rs  we r e  o f t e n
sent to sick m e m b e r s  or d e c e a s e d  p h y s i c i a n s  until the
p r a c t i c e  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  b y  m e m b e r s h i p  vo te  at the
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D e c e m b e r  m e e ti n g.
T h e r e  is no i n d i c a t i o n  of the f r e q u e n c y  of n o n ­
pa yme nt  fr o m  p a t i e n t s  for s e r vi c e s,  nor ho w m a n y  n u r s e s  
w ere  e f f e c t e d  by this pro b le m.  Ho we v e r,  the n a t i o n  was 
in a d e p r e s s i o n  at this time, w h i c h  m a y  a c c ou n t for the 
nurses' d e s i r e  to p r o te c t e c o n o m i c  interests. It m a y  
ha ve also be e n  a factor b e h i n d  the c e s s a t i o n  of the 
p r a c t i c e  of s e n d i n g  flowers, as a re a so n  wa s n e ve r  
i d e n t i f i e d  for this d e ci si on .
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F r o m  1932 to 1940, c e r t a i n  m e m b e r s  c o n t i n u e d  to
h o l d  v a rio us o f f i c e s  w i t h i n  NNA. M a r y  Evans, Ed i t h
A lden, C l a i r e  So u c he re a u,  C a t h e r i n e  Sutton, and R o s e c e l l a
C u m m i n g s  r e g u l a r l y  a p p e a r e d  as e l e c t e d  of f ic i a ls .  Th e
g en e ra l  m e m b e r s h i p  i n c r e a s e d  fr o m  78 in 1932 to 209 out
of a total of 291 R . N . ' s  in 1940. This  r e f l e c t e d  a 71 . 8 %
a f f i l i at io n , ho w e ve r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  at m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s
r e m a i n e d  low at an a v e r a g e  of 12 to 13 me m be rs.  An
annual dance was the p r i m a r y  f u n d r a i s e r  and c o m m i t t e e s
we re  formed to h a n d l e  the i n c r e a s i n g  w o r k l o a d  of the
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g r o w i n g  o r g a ni z at i o n.
A t t e n d a n c e  at m e e t i n g s  was low d u r i n g  summer
mo nth s,  w h i c h  the o f f i c e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  as v a c a t i o n
time. M e e t i n g s  w e re  a n n o u n c e d  in social colum ns of
the local n e w s p a p e r  and by p o s t i n g  n o t i c e s  in the
h os p it a l s.  M a n y  of the m e e t i n g s  w e r e  he l d  at Saint
M a r y ' s  Ho s pi tal , or Saint M a r y ' s  convent, and m a n y  of
the D o m i n i c a n  Si st e r s we re  m a d e  h o n o r a r y  m e m b e r s  of the
a s s o ci a ti o n . T h is  was r e f l e c t i v e  of the close
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the nu r s e s  and ho s pit al  staff, who
s u p p o r t e d  each oth er  si nce  the days w h e n  the t r a i n i n g
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school was in existe nc e.
Dues r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  until 1940, w h en  they were  
in cr e a s e d  to $3.00 per person, of w h i c h  fifty cents 
went to ANA, $1.00 to NNA, and $1.50 to the di s t r ic t .
In 1938, the o r g a n i z a t i o n  d i v i d e d  into two d is t r ic t s :  
D i s t r i c t  1 in Reno, and D i s t r i c t  2 in Ely. Annual 
m e e t i n g s  be g a n  to be hel d 1939, a l t e r n a t i n g  b et w e e n
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R e n o  and  Ely, and  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d  at this time,
w h e n  a t t e n d a n c e  was e x p e c t e d  to be gr e a t e s t .  Las Ve ga s
a t t e m p t e d  to o r g a n i z e  as D i s t r i c t  3 in 1940, but it
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w a s n ' t  f u l l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  until 1946.
In 1940 the N u r s i n g  Cou n ci l on N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e
(NCND) w as  f o r m e d  as as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the six n a t io n a l
n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  the fe de ral  n u r s i n g  s er vi ce s,
and  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  h e a l t h  care gr ou p s . T hi s g r o u p
c o n d u c t e d  an au di t of n u r s i n g  as se ts , and i d e n t i f i e d
the ro l e  n u r s i n g  w o u l d  p la y in the d e f e n s e  s y s t e m  of
W o r l d  W ar  II. T h e A R C  r e c r u i t e d  n u r s e s  for the a r m ed
s e r v ic e s,  u s i n g  s t a t e  and local a g e n c i e s  for
p r o c u r e m e n t  and  d i s b u r s e m e n t .  A l t h o u g h  3 , 0 0 0  n u r s e s
w e r e  n e e d e d  per m o n t h  to meet m i l i t a r y  needs, the q u o t a
was r a r e l y  me t.  As a result, the U.S. C ad et  N u r s e  Corps
was e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1942 to h e l p  r e c r ui t  n u r s e s  for
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s e r v i c e  in a n a t i o n a l  eme rge nc y.
In D e c e m b e r ,  1941, the N N A  was c o n t a c t e d  by
A N A  a nd  the N C N D  to e s t a b l i s h  a s t a t e  co uncil on
n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  F u n d s  w e r e  al so r e q u e s t e d  to h e l p
wi t h  the w o r k  of the council, and  after r a i s i n g  $42.00,
all but $ 2 5 . 0 0  was  kept at the s t a t e  level to su p p or t
the co u nc il  work. M e m b e r s  fr o m  N N A  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  to
the co un cil  and w o r k e d  w i t h  the BONE. Ho w ev e r , m i n u t e s
do not i d e n t i f y  wh at  the council d i d  to assis t w i t h
W o r l d  Wa r II or h o w  m a n y  N e v a d a  n u r s e s  b e c a m e  part of 
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the w a r  effort.
M i n u t e s  of m e e t i n g s  fr o m  1943 t h r o u g h  1945 w e r e
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s k e tc h y , and c o m p l e t e  m e m b e r s h i p  n u m b e r s  we re not
p r o v i d e d .  The few m e e t i n g s  that w e r e  r e c o r d e d  s h o w e d  a
d e c r e a s i n g  a t t e n d a n c e  to as few as four m e m b e r s  at so me  
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event  s .
A r e c o rd  of the h i s t o r y  of N N A  was first
s u g g e s t e d  in 1945, a l o n g  w i t h  a p r o p o s a l  to p u b l i s h  a
q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l e t t e r  to s en d to each me m be r .  It was
al s o  d e c i d e d  to h o l d  the annual m e e t i n g  in R e n o  ev er y
o t h e r y ear  to k e e p  o t her  m e m b e r s  t hr o u g h o u t  the state
a c t i v e  in the o r g a n i z a t i o n .  An nu al  w r i t t e n  c o m m i t t e e
r e p o r t s  b e g a n  and c o n c e r n  about r e g u l a t i o n  of pra c t ic a l
n u r s i n g  was first e x p r e s s e d .  It was r e c o r d e d  that a
c o m m i t t e e  was to i n v e s t i g a t e  the n u m b e r  of p r a c t i c a l
n u r s e s  in Ne vada, w h e r e  they w e r e emplo ye d,  the type of
e d u c a t i o n  po ss e ss e d , a n d wages. The re s ul ts  of this
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s u r v e y  w e r e  not l o c a t e d  in ar c h iv al  data.
C l a r k  C o u n t y  was f i n a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  into D i s t r i c t  3
of N N A  in 1946. D u r i n g  this year, the b o a r d  of
d i r e c t o r s  b e c a m e  vocal about  the u n w i l l i n g n e s s  of
m e m b e r s  to serve on a p p o i n t e d  co m m i t t e e s ,  and  the
f a i l u r e  of e l e c te d d i r e c t o r s  to a t t e n d  m e e t i ng s .
M e e t i n g s  of the N N A  b o a r d  w e r e  h e l d  in d i f f e r en t
c i t i e s  th r o u g h o u t  the state, a g a i n  a t t e m p t i n g  to get
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m o r e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f r o m  nurses.
F i n a nc i al  d i f f i c u l t i e s  led to a dues inc r e as e  to 
$ 5 . 0 0 per mem ber, and a r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee of $1.00 was 
c h a r g e d  for the 1946 ann ua l m e e t i n g .  S u g g e s t i o n s  w e r e  
m a d e  to cha rg e a s s e s s m e n t s  of $1 .50 per m e m b e r  of each
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di st r i c t  to in c r e a s e  the N N A  st ate  tr e a s u r y .  M a i d a  
Prin gle , c h a i r p e r s o n  of the m e m b e r s h i p  c o m m i t t e e  u s e d
her v a c a t i o n  time f r o m  w o r k  to travel w i t h i n  the s ta t e
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a t t e m p t i n g  to in c re a s e m e m b e r s h i p  in the a s s o ci a ti o n .
Ironically, o ne  of the charte r m e m b e r s  of N N A  was 
as ked  to re s i g n  f r o m  the b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  in D e c e m b e r  
of 1946, due to lack of a t t e n d a n c e  at m e e t i n g s .  C l a i r e  
So uch er ea u, a g r a d u a t e  of the t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  at 
Saint Ma r y ' s  Ho s p it a l  in Reno, one of the si gn e r s  of 
the 1931 A r t i c l e s  of In cor po r at i o n,  and an ac ti ve  
o ff i ce r  and m e m b e r  d u r i n g  the first y e a r s  of the 
a ss oc ia tio n, had, for some u n k n o w n  reason, lost 
interest in p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  S o u c h e r e a u ' s  letter of
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re s i g n a t i o n  was r e c e i v e d  by N N A  in Janua ry,  1947.
Du r i n g  this year, i n c r e a si ng  m e m b e r s h i p  and funds
were two p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n s  of the a s s o c i a t i o n .  A m o v e
was m a d e  to be t t er  o r g a n i z e  the a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a
rev iew  of b yl aws  a n d the f o r m a t i o n  of a special
c o m m it t ee  to e xa m i n e  the f e a s i b i l i t y  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a
pe rm a ne n t  st ate  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  the e mp l o ym e n t
of an ex e c ut i v e s e c r e t a r y  on a part time basis. It was
s u g g e s t e d  that dues be in cr e as e d  to $25 in 1948
f o l l ow i ng  an a s s e s s m e n t  of $10 per m e m b e r  in D e c e m b e r  
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of 1947.
The p o l i c y  of r e p l a c i n g  bo ar d  m e m b e r s  w h o m is s  two 
m e e t i n g s  w i tho ut e x p l a n a t i o n  be c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  in 
J a n u a r y  1948. Individual s p e c i a l t y  s e c t i o n s  b e g a n  to 
d e v e l o p  in c l ud ing  the p r i v a t e  duty, p u b l i c  health, and
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e ct io ns . Th i s was d o n e  to a dd r e s s  the
in div id ua l i nt er e s t s  of n u rs es  w h i c h  was beginning: to
e m e r g e  as h e a l t h  c a re  b e g a n  a t r a n s i t i o n  fro m
g e n e r a l i z e d  care to s p e c i a l i z a t i o n s .  P e r h a p s  it was
b e l i e v e d  that nu r s e s  w o u l d  be c o m e  m o r e  a c t i v e  in the
o r g a n i z a t i o n  if they  felt their n e e d s  we r e  be i n g  
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a d d r e s s e d .
R e c o r d s  of N N A  ac t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  the 1950's and
1960's  are in co mpl ete . Four d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  o f f i c i a l l y
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  this period: D i s t r i c t  2 (White P i n e
c o u n t y  in 1963, E u r e k a  and L i n c o l n  c o u n t i e s  in 1968);
D i s t r i c t  4 (Elko c o u n t y  1959, H u m b o l d t  and La nder
c o u n t i e s  in 1968); D i s t r i c t  5 (C h ur ch il l, Lyon, M i n e r a l
an d P e r s h i n g  c o un t i e s  in 1961) and D i s t r i c t  6 (Douglas,
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O r m s b y  and S t o r e y  co u nt i e s  in 1969).
Total m e m b e r s h i p  d e c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  fr o m 188
in 1948 to 81 in 1949. Th e r e  is no i n f o r m a t i o n  to
e x p l a i n  this d r o p  in me m ber s,  h o w e v e r  this was just
pr io r  to a su r ge  in N e v a d a  p o p u l a t i o n  an d  economy, w i t h
the d e v e l o p m e n t  of Las Vegas ca si n o s and the a d d i t i o n
of the at o m i c  en e r g y  test site. T h e  1950 census of R e n o
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was 32,497; Las V e g a s  was 24,624.
It wa s n' t  until 1955 that m e m b e r s h i p  e x c e e d e d  100, 
at w h i c h  time a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r s h i p  b e c a m e  available. 
A s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r s h i p  p r o v i d e d  for n u r s e s  who did not 
e xpe ct  to be e m p l o y e d  for m o r e  tha n th i r t y  days  a year 
in nu rs in g , but it e x c l u d e d  them f r o m  v o t i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  
and h o l d i n g  an e l e c t e d  office. In 1957, m e m b e r s h i p  was
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162 (154 active, 8 a s s o c i a t e )  out of 1,228 r e g i s t e r e d
n u r s e s ,  a c c o u n t i n g  for a 13% p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of n u r s e s  in
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the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
I n c r e a s i n g  the m e m b e r s h i p  c o n t i n u e d  to r e m a i n  a
goal of NNA. F r o m  1955 m e m b e r s h i p  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d
to a h i g h  of 439 in 1967. D u e s  w e r e  a l so  on the rise,
set at $60 per m e m b e r  in 1971. T h e r e  w e r e  468 N N A  m e m b e r s
out of 1,683 r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  (27%). It was a ls o  in
1971 that new  A r t i c l e s  of I n c o r p o r a t i o n  we re  filed,
e x t e n d i n g  the legal c o v e r a g e  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  for
a n o t h e r  f i f ty  years . T h e  n a m e  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  was
o f f i c i a l l y  c h a n g e d  fr o m  the N e v a d a  S t a t e  Nurses'
A s s o c i a t i o n  to the N e v a d a  N u r s e s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r
the latter ha d  b e e n  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  for several 
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d e c a d e s .
W i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  the state,
i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  for nu rses, the total
n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  the
1980's. H o w e v e r ,  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i n c r e a s e  in N N A
m e m b e r s h i p  did  not  occur. In 1984, t h e re  w e r e  429 N N A
m e m b e r s  out of 4 , 99 2  R . N . ' s  (8%). D u e s were $170 per
m e m b e r .  In 1985, 387 m e m b e r s  out of 6, 19 2 p o s s i b l e
p a r t i c i p a t e d  (6%), an d the m os t r e ce n t  fi gures for 1990
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s h o w  425 N N A  m e m b e r s  out of 8 , 2 6 9  R . N . ' s  (5%).
Empl ovmerit I ssues
T h r o u g h o u t  the yea r s,  N N A  has  a d d r e s s e d  issues  
r e l a t e d  to the e m p l o y m e n t  of n u r s e s  w i t h i n  the state.
S ome  w e r e  a resu lt of local c o n ce r n , ot he rs  d e v e l o p e d
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f r o m  n a t i o n a l  input.
At the N o v e m b e r  3, 1931 m e e t i n g  of the NNA,
c o m p l a i n t s  w e r e  v o i c e d  about the e m p l o y m e n t  of
p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  i n s t e a d  of g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  at W a s h o e
G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  (WGH) in Reno. A c o m m i t t e e  was
a p p o i n t e d  to i n v e s t i g a t e  the m a t t e r ,  but s u b s e q u e n t
m i n u t e s  d id  not revea l the ou tc om e. As n o t e d  by
W a l k e r ,  ther e was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amo u nt  of d i s c o r d
b e t w e e n  the p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  and r e g i s t e r e d  nu rses.
Also, the n a t i o n w i d e  d e p r e s s i o n  was p e r h a p s  a c o n c e r n
79
as e m p l o y m e n t  was n e c e s s a r y  for e c o n o m i c  surv iva l.
In Ja nu ar y, 1934, N N A  sent a letter to the b o ard
of d i r e c t o r s  at W G H  in R e n o  v o i c i n g  c o n c e r n  that out
of s t at e  n u r s e s  w e r e  b e i n g  s o l i c i t e d  for p o s i t i o n s  in
the h o s p i t a l .  M e m b e r s  of N N A  and the h o s pi t a l b o ar d
met to c l a r i f y  the issue, at w h i c h  time it w a s
d e t e r m i n e d  that on l y  a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of n u r s e s  was
b e i n g  sought. D u r i n g  this d i s c u s s i o n ,  the q u e s t i o n
was r a i s e d  r e g a r d i n g  p o s s i b l e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  W G H
and SMH for p a t ie n ts .  W a s h o e  pe rs o nn e l  a s s u r e d  that th
80
was not the case.
C o n t r o v e r s y  b e t w e e n  SMH and W G H  a r ose  o n c e  m o r e  in 
April w h e n  n u r se s felt that s a l a r i e s  p a i d  at W G H  w ere  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o r e  t ha n  th os e p r o v i d e d  to g e n er a l  d u ty  
n u r s e s  at SMH. R e c o r d s  su gg est  that m os t of the N N A  
m e m b e r s  w er e  e m p l o y e d  by SMH and a joint m e e t i n g  
b e t w e e n  the b o ar d  of d i r e c t o r s  for b o t h  N N A  and W G H  
led to the a d o p t i o n  of a s a l a r y  of $ 1 2 0. 0 0  per m o n t h
79
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for bo t h SMH and W G H  general d ut y  nurses . It is not
kn ow n  how this g r o u p  had the a u t h o r i t y  to m a k e  a
d e c i s i o n  of this n a t u r e  w it h o u t  of f ic ial  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n
81
from d i r e c t o r s  of SMH.
An i n t e r e s t i n g  n o t e  was r e c o r d e d  in the D e c e m b e r
4, 1934 m i n u t e s  of the as so ci ati on.  It s t a t e d  that a
n o t i c e  was to be p o s t e d  in b o t h  R e n o  h o s p i t a l s  that no
g r a d u a t e  n u r s e  be a l l o w e d  to wo r k w i t h  a p r a c t i c a l
nurse. Th e r e was no e x p l a n a t i o n  o f f e r e d  for this, nor
82
did any add it i on a l  c o mm en t s occur in f utu re  mi nu t e s.
P h y s i c i a n s  and n ur se s  a li k e  d e n o u n c e d  g r a d u a t e
nu rses who w o r k e d  w i t h  c h i r op r ac to r s,  ci t i n g  this
be ha v i or  as u n e t h i ca l .  N ur se s  wer e also  e n c o u r a g e d  to
fo llow the fee s c h e d u l e  a s s i g n e d  to in div i d u al  pa t i e nt
cases w h e n  c h a r g i n g  for p r i v a t e  d u t y  se r vic es . The
im por ta nc e of u n i f i c a t i o n  not o nl y  for w a g e s  but for
n umb er  of h o u r s  of s e r v i c e  was a c o n c e r n  of N N A  d u r i n g  
83
1935.
The Social S e c u r i t y  Act of 1935 was im p or tan t to 
the c ou nt ry  as a whole. W i t h  this act, the aged, 
une mpl o y ed ,  and d i s a b l e d  w er e p r o v i d e d  wi t h in s ur an c e  
and p en s i on s  to m a k e  life somewhat easier. P ub l i c  
he a l t h  issues w e r e  als o a d d r e s s e d  as d e p e n d e n t  m o t h e r s  
and ch i l d r e n  r e c e i v e d  assist anc e. N N A  m e m b e r  C hr is ti  
T h o m p s o n  spo ke at the June 2, 1936 m e e t i n g  a n d  i n fo r m e d  
me mb e r s  that N e v a d a  h ad  r e c e i v e d  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  to improve  
he a l t h  co n di t i o n s  of Nevada, e s p e c i a l l y  in the rural 
area. This was to in cl ud e s u p e r v i s i o n  of school
80
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ch il d re n ,  p r e na t a l care, and h o m e  care. It w o u l d  also
i n c r e a s e  the n u m b e r  of p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s  to one per
c o u n t y  (34 co un t ie s)  i n s t e a d  of n i n e  for the state. To
qu al i f y,  a n u r s e  had  to a t t e n d  a m i n i m u m  of four m o n t h s
in a s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e  h e l d  at s e l e c t e d  u n i v e r s i t i e s
in the county. N e v a d a  d i d  not h av e  a co u r s e  in the
84
s t a te  at that time, so n u r s e s  h a d  to go  elsewhere.
An  inciden t o c c u r r e d  sev eral y e a r s  later w h i c h
i n v o l v e d  N N A  and  the BONE. In 1949, L o u i s e  Ter ri ll  h a d
b e e n  h i r e d  to ser v e as part time e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  for
85
N N A  and the BONE.
T he  N NA  and B O N E  h a d w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  to find
s o m e o n e  wi t h  a d e q u a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  to s e r v e  as a shar ed
e x e c u t i v e  se cre tar y.  Ter ri l l was l o c a t e d  th r ou g h
the A N A  C o u n s e l i n g  and P l a c e m e n t  S e r vi c es ,  but it is
not clear w h e t h e r  or not she was p e r s o n a l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d
or h i r e d  b a s e d  on  her resume, as she r e s i d e d  on the east86
coast p r i o r  to m o v i n g  to N e v a da . She b e g a n  her du ti es
in De ce m be r,  1948, but by  A u g u s t  2, 1949 the B O N E  had
u n a n i m o u s l y  v o te d  to t e r m i n a t e  her s e r v i c e s  by August 
87
16, 1949.
The B O N E  felt that Ter ri ll  had  j e o p a r d i z e d  the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the b o ar d  and m a n y  nur s e s in 
Nev ad a . A c c o r d i n g  to f i e l d  rep o rt s s u b m i t t e d  by  the 
e x e c u t i v e  se cr eta ry,  a t t e m p t s  to r e g i s t e r  n u rs e s acr o s s  
the st at e inc l u de d  s e a r c h i n g  out "i m p o s t e r s "  and 
re l y i n g  on h e a r s a y  f r o m  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s .  N u rs e s  we r e  
c o m p l a i n i n g  about the t h r e a t e n i n g  t a c t ic s u sed  by
81
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Te rr i l l ,  w h i c h  f o r c e d  s o m e  rural n u r s e s  to go into h i d i n g
88
ra th e r than a p p l y  for r e g i s t r a t i o n .  It is u n c l e a r  w h a t
h a p p e n e d  to L o u i s e  T e r r i l l  u p o n  d i s m i s s a l  by the BONE.
D u r i n g  the 1950' s the o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d
a C o m m i t t e e  on Ca re e r s.  Th i s  g r o u p  of m e m b e r s
v i s i t e d  28 out of 38 N e v a d a  h i g h  s c h o o l s  d u r i n g  1959,
89
a t t e m p t i n g  to e n c o u r a g e  n u r s i n g  as a p r o f e s s i o n .
T h e  su c c e s s  of this p r o j e c t  was not a d d r e s s e d  in
a v a i l a b l e  data.
O n  J u l y  13, 1967, the b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  d e v e l o p e d
a job d e s c r i p t i o n  for an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  to he l p
m a n a g e  the o f f i c e  of NNA. In 1968, m e m b e r  J e a n  R a m b o
90
was a p p o i n t e d  to the p o s i t i o n  on a part time basis.
In 1971, N N A  c o m p i l e d  a b o o k l e t  " P o s i t i o n
D e s c r i p t i o n s ,  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  an d  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of
N u r s i n g  Pe rs o n ne l  in N e v a d a "  (PDRQ). T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n
b e l i e v e d  that the p r o f e s s i o n  s h o u l d  d e f i n e  n u r s i n g  care
and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  an d  p r o m i s e d  to a s s i s t  in
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of th e s e g u i d e l i n e s  and w o u l d  r e v i e w  and
r e v i s e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  on a re g u la r ba s is .  T h e
d e s c r i p t i o n s  c o v e r e d  e v e r y o n e  f r o m  n u r s i n g  a s s i s t a n t s
to d i r e c t o r s  of n u r s i n g  se r vi ce,  but d i d  not ad d r e s s
91
f a c u l t y  p o s i t i o n s  in s c h o o l s  of nu r s i n g .
Th e N N A  e s t a b l i s h e d  a p e r m a n e n t  o f f i c e  at 3660
92
B ak e r L a ne  in R e n o  in 1976. In 1977, a full time 
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  was hired . Pat G o t h b e r g  Smith, a 
n o n - n u r s e  w i t h  a s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  took over  
after sever al c o m p e t e n t  N N A  m e m b e r s  tr ie d  to do the job
82
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on a part time basis. For ten y e a r s  she ran the o f f i c e  
and a lso  d i d  l o b b y i n g  at the l e g i s l a t u r e  w h e n  bills  
a d d r e s s i n g  h e a l t h  c ar e  or n u r s i n g  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  She 
c o n t r i b u t e d  a g r e a t deal to the e f f i c i e n c y  of the 
organi zat i o n .
L e g i s l a t i o n
F r o m  its b e g i n n i n g s ,  the N N A  was i n t e r e s t e d  in 
l e g i s l a t i v e  issues. D u r i n g  the 193 0' s  an d 1940's, 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e v i e w e d  and d i s c u s s e d  
p o s s i b l e  c h a ng e s to the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act a n d  e x a m i n e d  
w o r k i n g  r e l at i on s w i t h  the BONE.
At the O c t o b e r  6, 1936 m e e t i n g  a letter was r ea d
f r o m  G o v e r n o r  R i c h a r d  Kirman, s o l i c i t i n g  input f r om  the
a s s o c i a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to the BONE. Pr i o r
to this time, N N A  ha d not b e e n  c o n s u l t e d  w h e n  terms of
m e m b e r s  expired. A re v ie w  of a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  d i d  not
reveal what i n f l u e n c e d  the g o v e r n o r  to seek a s s i s t a n c e
fr om the NNA. If c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  h a d  b e e n  sent f rom  the
a s s o c i a t i o n  to the g o v e rn o r,  it was  not r e c o r d e d  in the
m i n u t e s .  The  n o m i n a t i o n s  c o m m i t t e e  took r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
for b r i n g i n g  n a m e s  of p o t e n t ia l  c a n d i d a t e s  to N NA
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m e m b e r s h i p  for appr ov al.
Th e a s s o c i a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  to r e c o m m e n d  n u r s e s  for 
a p p o i n t m e n t  to the BONE, and  in 1963 an a m e n d m e n t  was 
a d d ed  to the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act d i r e c t i n g  the g o v e r n o r  to 
so li c it  na mes for b o a r d  m e m b e r s  f r o m  the NNA. It was 
al so at this time that the B O N E  's n a m e  was c h a n g e d  to
83
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
95
the N e v a d a  St at e B o a r d  of Nurs in g.
As d i s c u s s e d  earlier, N N A  m i n u t e s  of 1944 
i d e n t i fi ed  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c o m m i t t e e  to ad d r es s  
p o s s i b l e  r e g u l a t i o n  of pra ctical n u r s e s  (P.N.'s). The  
c o m m i t t e e  was to i de nti fy  the nu mb e r  of P.N.'s, pl a ce  
of e mp loy men t,  type of education, an d wages earned.
96
R e s u l t s  of the s u rv e y  wer e not fo und  in archival data.
Th e M a r c h  1949 issue of the N N A  B u l l e t i n  (the
n e w s l e t t e r  of the as so cia t i on ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1945)
r e p o r t e d  that a bill to re g u l a t e  p r a ct ic al  n u r s i n g  had
p a s s e d  in the le g is l a tu r e  on M a r c h  23, 1949. M i n u t e s  from
N N A  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  not located to id en ti f y the role the
97
o r g a n i z a t i o n  p l a y e d  in this le gislation.
The Pr a c ti c a l N u r s i n g  Act r e q u i r e d  li c e ns i n g  of
P .N . 's  by M a y  1, 1950. A p p l i c a n t s  we r e  r e q u i r e d  to be a
m i n i m u m  of e i g h t e e n  years of age, be of goo d moral
characte r, and be in g o o d  ph y si ca l and mental health.
Th e r e  we r e  no e du cat io na l re q u ir e m en t s , and proof of at
least one year of n u r s i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  was re q u i r e d  in
the f o r m  of w r i t t e n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  fr o m at least two
p h y s i c i a n s  li ce ns e d to p r a c t i c e  in N e v a d a  who could
attest to the ap p l i c a n t ' s  c o mp e t en c i es .  In 1955, the
act was a m e n d e d  to r eq uir e c o m p l e t i o n  of a p r o g r a m  of
training, ho wever, even  in the most current
re gul at ion s, it is not s p e c i f i e d  h ow  long the p r o g r a m
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must be in t h eo ry  or clinical experi en ce.
D u r i n g  the 1970's and 1980's, the L e g i s l a t i v e
84
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C o m m i t t e e  m o n i t o r e d  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the N e v a d a
le gis la tur e. A m e n d m e n t s  to the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act
we re  i n t r o d u c e d  p r i m a r i l y  by the BONE, h o w e v e r  input
was a lw a y s p r o v i d e d  by NNA. M o s t  of the ch a n ge s to the
act r e f l e c t e d  the e x p a n d i n g  role of the n u r s e  that
o c c u r r e d  at a n a t i o n w i d e  level, i n c l u d i n g  n u r s e
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  clini ca l n u r s e  s p e c i a l i s t s .  Interest
in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  as the m i n i m u m
d e g r e e  to p r a c t i c e  as a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  o c c u r r e d
d u r i n g  the 1980's, but l e g i s l a t i o n  has not be e n
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i m p l e m e n t e d  at this time.
Ed ucat i on
A l t h o u g h  the au t h o r s  of the 1864 N e v a d a
C o n s t i t u t i o n  w a n t e d  to e s t a b l i s h  a st at e u n i v e r s i t y  for
res ide nt s,  lack of t r ai ne d  f a c u l t y  and a b s e n c e  of a
f ac i l i t y  p r e v e n t e d  this from  h a p p e n i n g  until 1874. At
that time, the U n i v e r s i t y  of N e v a d a  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in
Elko, near the U t a h  border. H o w e v e r ,  this lo c a ti o n
soon  p r o v e d  to be  i n a d e q u a t e  as it was far r e m o v e d  from
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the m a j o r i t y  of the p o p u l at i o n.
In 1885, the u n i v e r s i t y  m o v e d  to Reno, and was the 
onl y i n s t i t u t i o n  of hi g h er  e d u c a t i o n  in the st a t e until 
N e v a d a  S o u t h e r n  U n i v e r s i t y  o p e n e d  in Las V eg a s  in 1959, 
c h a n g i n g  its n a m e  to U N L V  in 1968. In 1969, the 
c o m b i n e d  ef f o rt s  of the state l e g i s l a t u r e  and H o w a r d  
H u g h e s  fu n d e d  a m e d i c a l  school at U N R  and e s t a b l i s h e d  
the two year c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  s y s t e m  w i t h i n  the state. 
C o l l e g e s  we r e  b u i l t  in Reno, C a r s o n  City, Las Vegas,
85
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and Elko.
P r i m a r y  su pp o r t for e d u c a t i o n  has b e e n  f r o m
p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s  by p e o p l e  w i t h  an a f f e c t i o n  for
N ev a da .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the st a t e has h a d  d i f f i c u l t y
o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  fu n din g, as e v i d e n c e d  b y  1985- 86
r ep or ts  r a n k i n g  the st a t e  4 2 n d  of all s t a t e s  for per
ca p i t a  su p p or t  of h i g h e r  e d u c a ti on ,  an d  4 5 t h  in per
ca p i t a  a b i l i t y  to pay. In ad d it io n , N e v a d a  w a s lowest
a mo n g the t h i r t e e n  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  for p e c e n t a g e  of
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p o p u l a t i o n  c o m p l e t i n g  four y e a r s  of colle ge .
W i t h  the c l o s u r e  of the t r a i n i n g  school for nu r s e s
at Saint M a r y ' s  H o s p i t a l  in 1922, N e v a d a  was w i th o u t
any e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  for nu r se s .  H o w e v e r ,  it w asn 't
until the 1950's that i n te res t was e x p r e s s e d  in d e v e l o p i n g
a school of n u r s i n g .  T h is  c o r r e s p o n d e d  to c h a n g e s  in
n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  on the n a t i o n a l  level.
D u r i n g  this time, a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  (A.D.) p r o g r a m s  we r e
e st a b li s h ed .  T h e  two year  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  v i e w e d  as an
answer to the n u r s i n g  sh o rt ag e , and b e g a n  a p p e a r i n g  in
c o m m u n i t y  co l l ege s. Feder al  N u r s e  T r a i n e e s h i p s
p r o v i d e d  f i na n c ia l aid  for r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  p u r s u i n g
n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  in areas of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
su pe r vi s i on , and tea ch ing . T h i r t y - e i g h t  st at e s  had  at
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least one school o f f e r i n g  the t r a i n e e s h i p s  to nurses.
N u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  o f f e r i n g  the B a c h e l o r  
of S c i e n c e  in N u r s i n g  (B.S.N.) an d  M a s t e r ' s  of S c i e n c e  
in N u r s i n g  (M.S.N.) i n c r e a s e d  in nu m b e r s .  At the
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same  time, d i p l o m a  and A.D. p r o g r a m s  w e r e  c o m p e t i n g
for st u d ent s. In 1964, the N u r s e  T r a i n i n g  Act was
i n s t i t u t e d  to p r o v i d e  fi n an cia l aid to s t u d e n t s  and to
b u i l d  sc h o o l s  for n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  pr o gr a m s.  It was
h o p e d  that f i n a n c i a l l y  n e e d y  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  be able  to
p u r s u e  n u r s i n g  c a r e e r s  w i t h  the a s s i s t a n c e  of federal 
104
l o a n s .
In 1965, the A N A  issued the first P o s i t i o n  Pa p e r  
on  E d u c a t i o n  for N u r s i n g ,  w h i c h  c r e a t e d  d i s h a r m o n y  
a m o n g  n u r s e s  a n d n u r s e  ed uca to r s.  T h e  pap er  
r e c o m m e n d e d  that the B.S.N. b e c o m e  the m i n i m u m  level of 
p r e p a r a t i o n  to p r a c t i c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  nu r s i ng .  The
A.D. w o u l d  b e c o m e  the d e g r e e  for technical 
n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .  In r e c o m m e n d i n g  that all n u r s i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  be p l a c e d  in ed u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l it i es ,  the A N A
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p r o p o s e d  the e v e n t u a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  of d i p l o m a  pr o g ra m s .
In 1954, N N A  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a su r v ey  c o n d u c t e d  by
the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of He al th , E d u c a t i o n  and W e l f a r e .
Thi s s u r v e y  was the result of a 1953 s t a t e w i d e  tour of
the P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of Nevada , M i n a r d
Stout, w ho  ha d  r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  input f r o m
c it i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  in a n u r s i n g  prog ram . N e v a d a  was
the onl y sta te  w i t h o u t  a n u r s i n g  p r og ra m,  t h e r e f o r e
a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  in e n t e r i n g  the p r o f e s s i o n  was f o r c e d
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to travel to n e i g h b o r i n g  states.
M e m b e r s  of the v a r i o u s  c o m m i t t e e s  in c l ud e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  ho sp i ta l s , NNA, the BONE, 
the P u b l i c  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  and the U n i v e r s i t y  of
87
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N ev a da .  G o a l s  of the s urv ey  w er e  to i d e n t i f y  n u r s i n g
n e e d s  and a m e t h o d  to mee t those n e e d s  w i t h i n  the 
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s tat e .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n cl ud ed  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a
B.S.N. p r o g r a m  in n u r s i n g  at UNR, a s t a t e w i d e
r e c r u i t m e n t  f a c i l i t a t e d  by NNA, a c o o p e r a t i v e  effort
b e t w e e n  N N A  and the u n i v e r s i t y  to p r o v i d e  cours es and
w o r k s h o p s  for n ur ses , and the d e v e l o p m e n t  of e du c a ti o n al
p r o g ra m s,  p o l i c i e s  a nd  job d e s c r i p t i o n s  w i t h i n  all
108
h o s p i t a l s  and h e a l t h  agencies.
As a result of this survey, the first B.S.N.
p r o g r a m  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in N e v a d a  in 1957 at UNR. Th e
O r v i s  School of N u r s i n g  (OSN) was n a m e d  after Ar t h u r  E.
O rv i s,  the p r i m a r y  b en e f act or.  O r v i s  had be e n  a
p a t i e n t  in a R e n o  ho sp it al and, upo n r e c e i v i n g  ex c el l e nt
n u r s i n g  care, d e c i d e d  to do s o m e t h i n g  in a p p r ec i at i o n.
He d o n a t e d  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  for n u r s i n g  e d uc at i on ,  w h i c h  was
m a t c h e d  by st ate  funds, and p r o v i d e d  the b u i l d i n g  on
the U N R  campus. Th e  first D e a n  of O S N  was Doris
Y i n g l i n g ,  and in 1961 N N A  b oug ht  n u r s i n g  pins for e a c h
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m e m b e r  of the first g r a d u a t i n g  class.
In 1964, a s e c o n d  ed uca t i on al  s u r v e y  was c o n d u c t e d  
to i d e n t i f y  curre nt  and 1970 p r o j e c t e d  nee ds  of nu r s e s  
and n u r s i n g  in Ne v ad a .  C o n s u m e r s  and e mp l o y e r s  of 
n u r s e s  ha d  e x p r e s s e d  co n c er n  for a fu t ur e  n u r s i n g  
sh or t ag e ,  and w a n t e d  to e x ami ne the p o s s i b l i t y  of 
d e v e l o p i n g  ad d i t i o n a l  e du cat ion al  p ro g ra ms.  The study, 
s p o n s o r e d  by the N e v a d a  Pu bl i c H e a l t h  A s s o c ia t i on ,
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in cl u de d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fr om  all h e a l t h  ca r e ag e n cie s,
e d u c a t io na l  fa ci l i ti e s , and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s
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i n c l u d i n g  the N S M S  and NNA.
The p a r t i c i p a n t s  id e n t i f i e d  a n e e d  for p r e p a r a t i o n
of n u r s e s  at all e d u c a t io n a l levels, i n c l u d i n g  the
a d d i t i o n  of an A.D. prog ram , e x p a n s i o n  of the B.S.N.
program, and the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a M . S. N .  p r o g r a m  at
UNR. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  in c r ea s i n g  the n u m b e r  of q u a l i f i e d
n u r s i n g  f a c u l t y  and c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  was
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h i g h l y  en co ur age d.
In 1965, an A.D. p r o g r a m  in n u r s i n g  was
e s t a b l i s h e d  at UNLV. This  o c c u r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  as the
result of lo b b y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of N N A  m e m b e r s .  In
1972, this p r o g r a m  was e x p a n d e d  to a s e c o n d  step
p r o g r a m  c u l m i n a t i n g  in a B.S.N. Th i s  a l l o w e d  R . N . ' s  who
he ld  A . D . ' s  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to e a r n  a B.S.N. in a
two year c ou r s e of study, and was an a t tem pt to
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en c o u r a g e  R . N . ' s  to re t ur n  to school. T he
a s s o c i a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  a dv i s or s to the n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s
and r e g u l a r l y  i nv i t e d  s t ud e n t s  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in
113
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  ac t iv i t ie s .
C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  for n u r s e s  has b e e n  
e m p h a s i z e d  si nc e the era of F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e .  
A t t e n d i n g  s p e c i a l i z e d  w o r k s h o p s  or s h o r t - t e r m  c la s s e s  
e na bl es  nu r s es  to improve k n ow l e d g e ,  en h a n c e  skills, 
and de l i v e r  be t t e r  car e to con su m er s.  W i t h  the advent 
of e x p a n d e d  roles for nu r s e s  in the late 1960's and 
early 1970's, m a n y  states b e g a n  r e q u i r i n g  a m i n i m u m
89
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nu mbe r of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  u n it s  (CEU's) as
114
a m a n d a t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  for r e l i c e n s u r e  as a R.N.
In the 1 9 7 0 ’s N N A  b e g a n  to e x a m i n e  c r i t e r i a  for
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  in the event s u c h  a r e q u ir e m en t
w o u l d  b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  for re l i c e n s u r e .  A  c o m m i t t e e
d e v e l o p e d  a point s y s t e m  w h e r e  m e m b e r s  c o u l d  earn 12
p o i n t s  in 2 y ea rs  t h r o u g h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n
m e m b e r s h i p ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in w o r k s h o p s ,  and by p r o v i d i n g
c o m m u n i t y  se rvice. H o we ve r , this s y s t e m  was ne ver  
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im ple me nte d.
O n  J a n u a r y  1, 1982, 30 h o u r s  of c o n t i n u i n g
e d u c a t i o n  b e c a m e  m a n d a t o r y  in N e v a d a  for r e l i c e n s u r e
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as a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse. Initially, N N A  took r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
for a c c r e d i t i n g  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  th ro ug h
the C o m m i t t e e  on C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  A p p r o v a l  and
R e c o g n i t i o n  Program. W h e n  it b e c a m e  m o r e  p r a c t i ca l  for
the B ON E  to m o n i t o r  pr og r a ms ,  this c o m m i t t e e  b e c a m e  a
117
special interest g r o u p  of NNA.
In a d d i t i o n  to the e x p a n s i o n  of the A.D. p r o g r a m  to
a B. S. N d e g r e e  in 1972 at UNLV, a s e c o n d  A.D. n u r s i n g
p r o g r a m  was e s t a b l i s h e d  at W e s t e r n  N e v a d a  C o m m u n i t y
C o l l e g e  in R e n o  in 1971. Th is  c o l l e g e  later b e c a m e
T r u c k e e  M e a d o w s  C o m m u n i t y  C ol l e ge .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
fro m all n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  b e g a n  m e e t i n g  toge th er  to
ex am i n e  m e t h o d s  to i n c r e a s e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n
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a s s o c i a t e  and b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  p r og ra ms .
In 1979, the N N A  E d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  was formed.
It was e s t a b l i s h e d  to s upp ort  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  for
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n u r s e s  a n d  to o r g a n i z e  m e t h o d s  to deal w i t h  e n tr y  into
p r a c t i c e .  Fo r u m s  to e x p l a i n  the p r o p o s e d  ed uc at i on a l
r e q u i r e m e n t s  for n u r s e s  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  an d  p r e s e n t e d  to 
119
N e v a d a  n ur s e s .
B o t h  n o r t h e r n  a nd  s o u t h e r n  c o m p o n e n t s  of the
c o m m i t t e e  w o r k e d  h a r d  to d e v e l o p  d e f i n i t i o n s  for
a s s o c i a t e  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  nurs es . Tw o  levels of n u r s i n g
p r a c t i c e  w e r e  i d e n t i f ie d.  First was the A s s o c i a t e  N u r s e
(A.N. or Lev el  I n u r s e )  w h o  w o u l d  p r a c t i c e  b a s ic  n u r s i n g
un der  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  of the R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  (R.N.
or Level II n ur se ) , and p o s s e s s  an A.D. in nu r s in g .  U p o n
en a c t m e n t  of the law, p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  w o u l d  be e l i g i b l e
take the e x a m i n a t i o n  for the a s s o c i a t e  nurse, and
e v e n t u a l l y  the p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  be
e l i m i n a t e d .  Th e  R.N. w o u l d  p r a c t i c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g
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and h a v e  a B.S.N.
Th e L e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  b e g a n  d r a f t i n g  a bill
in a n t i c i p a t i o n  of the 1985 an d/ or  1987 l e g i s l a t i v e
se ssion. In 1985, the b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  d e v e l o p e d
a p l a n  of a c t i o n  to e d u c a t e  all n u r s e s  about s u p p o r t i n g
the B.S.N. as the m i n i m u m  e d u c a t i o n a l  level for R.N.'s .
A cor e g r o u p  of N N A  m e m b e r s  wer e e d u c a t e d  to prese nt
and and d e f e n d  the e n t r y  into p r a c t i c e  issue th ro u gh o u t  
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the state.
A l t h o u g h  the m e m b e r s  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  
to e x p e n d  e n e r g y  on  the e n t r y  to p r a c t i c e  issue, the 
p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  r e v e a l e d  that l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  
the B . S . N  to p r a c t i c e  as a R.N. was not f o r t h c o m i n g  in
91
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the near future. The f a i l ur e to i mp le me nt c h a n ge s  can
be r e l a t e d  to lack of co n s e n s u s  a m o n g  nurses, b ot h
w i t h i n  N e v a d a  an d on a na ti o n al  level, to e s t a b l i s h  a
m i n i m u m  level of e d uc ati on . Ve r y  few states had
i n d i c a t e d  s u p p or t  for su ch  le g i sl a t io n ,  and several
N e v a d a  l e g i s l a t o r s  d i d  not see the n e e d  to m a k e  c h a n ge s
at that time. The  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  did  not reveal
e x a c t l y  w h e r e  the issue was p l a c e d  in terms of
p r i o r i t y  for the future.
Labor Relat  ions
N u r s i n g  in v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  on
the na t io n a l level b e g a n  i n c r e a s i n g  d u r i n g  the 1960's,
s p e c i f i c a l l y  in C a l i f o r n i a .  H o w e v e r ,  N N A  di d not b e g i n
a c t i v e  i n v o l ve m e nt  in ec o n o m i c  an d g e n e r al  w e l f a r e
issues until the 1970's. In 1972, R . N . ’s and L . P . N . ' s
at E l k o  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  sought a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  N N A  to
deal w i t h  g r i e v a n c e s  w i t h  m a n a g e m e n t .  A l t h o u g h  N N A  did
p r o v i d e  help, they r e c o g n i z e d  a n e e d  for add it io nal
122
e d u c a t i o n  f r o m  the nat i on al  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
In 1973, A N A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ca me  to N e v a d a  to
con du c t w o r k s h o p s  on c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g .  In 1974,
A N A  p r o v i d e d  N N A  w i t h  a grant to c o n t i n u e  e c o n o m ic  and
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g e n er a l  w e l f a r e  w o r k s h o p s  t h r o u g ho u t  the state.
In 1974, f o l l o w i n g  two y e ar s  of n e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  
W a s h o e  C o u n t y  School D i s t r i c t  (WCSD), the school n u r s e s  
w e r e  able to s e c u r e  N N A  as the o f f ic i a l b a r g a i n i n g  agen t  
for the section. N u r s e s  were first h i r e d  by the W C S D  
in the 1958-59 a c a d e m i c  year. In 1972, there w e r e  19
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nu r s e s  and 1500 t e a c h e r s  e m p l o y e d  by the WC S D , and at
that time the n u r s e s  w e re  r e p r e s e n t e d  by the W a s h o e
C o u n t y  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  no
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k n o w l e d g e  of n u r s i n g  needs.
In 1976, n u r s e s  at St. R o s e  de  L i ma  H o s p i t a l  in
s o u t h e r n  N e v a d a  d i d  not re c ei v e  a w a g e  increase, and
the E c o n o m i c  and G e n e r a l  W e l f a r e  C o m m i t t e e  of N N A
a t t e m p t e d  to i n te r v e n e  on b eh al f  of the nu rs es . An
e l e c t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  the agent to r e p r e s e n t
the nu r s es  was h el d on Jun e 17 t h r o u g h  the N at i o n a l
Lab or R e l a t i o n s  B o a r d  (NLRB). N N A  was not c h o s e n  as
the b a r g a i n i n g  agent and s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  from  n u r s e s  e m p l o y e d  at St. R o s e  de
Lima, v o i c i n g  their lack of in terest in c o l l e c t i v e
b a r g a i n i n g  and NNA. The n u r s e s  felt that N N A  had
in t e r f e r e d  w it h o ut  an in v i t a t i o n  f r o m  a m a j o r i t y  of the
125
n u r s e s  e mp l o y e d  by the hos pital.
N e v a d a  is a right to wo r k st at e  and m a n y  p u bl i c
e m p l o y e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  cannot be r e p r e s e n t e d  th ro ugh
the c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  or hav e N N A  as the
b a r g a i n i n g  agent. E x a m p l e s  in cl u d e e m p l o y e e s  of the
u n i v e r s i t y  sy st e m  and st at e p ub l i c h e a l t h  age ncies.
As a result, there are limits to the amount of work
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that can be don e in this are a by the as so c i at i o n.
Ec o n o m i c  and Ge n e r a l  W e l f a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d
as the N N A  n e g o t i a t e d  for the W C S D  nu r s e s  in 1984 and 
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1985. A l t h o u g h  the a s s o c i a t i o n  k ep t  in f o r m e d  about 
issues thr ou gho ut the state, this was the p r i m a r y
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a c t i v i t y  r e g a r d i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  b ar g a i n i n g .
S u m m a r y
T h r o u g h o u t  the e x i s t e n c e  of the NNA, c o m m o n  issues 
c o n t i n u e d  to c o n c e r n  me m b er s .  A d e s i r e  to i n cr eas e  
the n u m b e r s  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of m e m b e r s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a 
b ud g et  that was p r e c a r i o u s l y  b a l a n c e d  was f r e q u e n t l y  
d e b a t e d  by the b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s .  Du e s  for m e m b e r s h i p  
s t e a d i l y  i n c r ea se d  a nd  wer e o f t e n  c i t e d  as a p o s s i b l e  
re a s o n  for low m e m b e r s h i p .
E m p l o y m e n t  issues aro se b o t h  w i t h i n  the 
a s s o c i a t i o n  and the st ate  at large. C l a r i f i c a t i o n  of 
role r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o c c u r r e d  to f a c i l i t a t e  an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the scope of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  in a 
v a r i e t y  of sett in gs , e s p e c i a l l y  for n u r s e s  in rural 
areas. The me d i c a l  and n u r s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in N e v a d a  
s e e m e d  to c o o p e r a t e  for the be n e f i t  of consumer s.
N N A  kept curre nt  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a v i n g  an impact 
on nu r si ng,  and d e v e l o p e d  c o m m i t t e e s  to p r o v i d e  input 
to the legis lat ors . The N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act was 
r e g u l a r l y  reviewed. D u r i n g  the 1980's a st r o ng  p u s h  
was m a d e  to in tr o d uc e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  the B.S.N. 
as the m i n i m u m  d e g r e e  to p r a c t i c e  as a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  
in N e v a d a  but this has not yet b e e n  a c c o m p li s h ed .
E f f o r t s  were  d i r e c t e d  to f u n c t i o n  in the are a of 
c o l l e c t i v e  ba r g a i n i n g .  Ho w e ve r ,  the fact that N e v a d a  has 
laws e n f o r c i n g  the r i g h t - t o - w o r k , limits this a c t i v i t y  
for the as soc ia t io n .
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Chapter IV
A n a l y s i s  of D a t a
T he  in s p e c t i o n  of d a t a  r e l a t e d  to this s t u d y  was
f a c i l i t a t e d  by the d e v e l o p m e n t  of six r e s e a rc h
q u e s t i o n s  f o c u s i n g  on the f o l l o w i n g  ca te go rie s: (1)
f a c t or s  that i n f l u e n c e d  the e v o l u t i o n  of NNA, (2)
p e o p l e  i nvo lve d w i t h  the f o r m a t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  of
NNA, (3) N N A  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  the cultural, pol it i ca l ,
and s o c i o e c o n o m i c  mi li e u , (4) f a c t o rs  that f a c i l i t a t e d
or h i n d e r e d  the m o v e m e n t  t o wa rd  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  of
n u r s i n g  in Nev ada, (5) e v i d e n c e  of c o n g r u e n c y  b e t w e e n
N N A  an d the na t io n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n  (ANA) in goals,
mi s s i o n s ,  d i r e c t i o n s ,  and v i sio ns,  and (6) area s of
st re n gt h ,  conflict, and w e a k n e s s  w i t h i n  NNA.
The f r a m e w o r k  for a n a l y s i s  of the e v o l u t i o n  of the
N N A  c o n s i s t e d  of two co mp on en t s.  First, the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
s t r u c t u r e  was e x a m i n e d  a c c o r d i n g  to the classical
1
o r g a n i z a t i o n  th eo r y  d e v e l o p e d  by H e nri  Fayol. F o u r t e e n
p r i n c i p l e s  are c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  ca t eg or i es  of structur e,
2
pr oc e ss ,  and e n d - re s u lt  of the o r ga ni z at i o n.
St r u c t u r e  p r i n c i p l e s  are g u i d e l i n e s  for the 
f u n c t i o n  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  d e f i n e  m e t h o d s  of 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  tasks and au th or ity . S t r u c t u r e  co n s i st s  
of (1) d i v i s i o n  of labor into sp eci a l ti e s , (2) 
d e p a r t m e n t a l i z a t i o n  or u n i t y  of di rec ti on , (3)
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c e n t r a l i z a t i o n - d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  (4) a u t h o r i t y  and
re s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and  (5) s ca l a r  p r o c e s s e s  or c h a i n  of 
3
c o m m a n d .
P r o c e s s  p r i n c i p l e s  are (1) equity, (2) d i s c i p l i n e ,
w h i c h  is the m e t h o d  of h o n o r i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the
o r g a n i z a t i o n  an d m e m b e r s h i p ,  (3) r e m u n e r at i o n , (4)
a d h e r e n c e  to the c h a i n of c o mma nd,  and (5) s u b o r d i n a t i o n
to the gen e r al  interest. T h e s e  reflect a c t i o n s  of
4
those r e s p o n s i b l e  for d i r e c t i n g  the o r g a n i z a t i o n .
E n d - r e s u l t  p r i n c i p l e s  d e s c r i b e  the d e s i r e d
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  are (1) order,
(2) st ab i l it y ,  (3) i nit iat iv e, and  (4) esprit de corps.
Fayol im pl ied  that these a t t r i b u t e s  w o u l d  e m e r g e  if
5
p r o p er  s t r u c t u r e  and p r o c e s s  took place.
The  s e c o n d  ele me nt  of the a n al y t ic al  f r a m e w o r k  was 
an e v a l u a t i o n  of how  well the N N A  c o n f o r m e d  to the 
or ig i na l  o b j e c t i v e s  i d e n t i f i e d  for f o r m a t i o n  of stat e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  by the Nu rses' A s s o c i a t e d  A l u m n a e  of the 
U n i t e d  Sta tes  an d C a n a d a  in 1898. T h e s e  g o al s  w e r e  to
(1) in fl u en c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to nu rs i ng ,  and
(2) p r o v i d e  a m e c h a n i s m  for n u r s e s  to c i r c u l a t e  n u r s i n g
6
i n f o r m a t i o n  at a regional level.
T he  st at e a s s o c i a t i o n ,  as a c o n s t it u e nt  m e m b e r  of 
the ANA, s h o u l d  co m p l y  w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of the n a t io n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  d a t a  w e r e  also a n a l y z e d  for 
e v i d e n c e  of c o n f o r m i n g  w i t h  g o a l s  to (1) e s t a b l i s h  a 
code of ethics, (2) r a ise  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r ds ,  (3) 
p r o m o t e  a p o s i t i v e  image of n u r s e s,  (4) e n c o u r a g e
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co ll eg ial  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  an d  (5) p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c
7
fr om inf er i or  n u r s i n g  care.
A n a l y s i s  is a c c o m p l i s h e d  by  e l a b o r a t i n g  on d a t a  
w h i c h  p r o v i d e  ans w e rs  to the r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n s  and 
d e m o n s t r a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  and N N A  c o m p l i a n c e  
w i t h  g o a l s  of the n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Th e six 
or ig i na l  q u e s t i o n s  ha ve  b e e n  r e d u c e d  to three c a t e g o r i e s  
w h i c h  a d d r e s s  the d a t a  m o r e  c o n c is e l y.  In s ome  cases 
d at a  c o ul d be a p p r o p r i a t e  to m o r e  than one topic, but 
for clari ty,  the i n f o r m a t i o n  is p r e s e n t e d  w i t h i n  the 
s e c t i o n  of g r e a t e s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
T h e  c a t e g o r i e s  for a n a l y s i s  are: (1) in fl u e n ti a l  
p e o p l e  and factors, (2) p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  and (3) 
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  mi li e u . C o n g r u e n c y  w i t h  g o a l s  of A N A  
and d i s c u s s i o n  of s t r e n g t h s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  are 
s u b s u m e d  in e a c h  section.
Inf 1uent i a 1 P e o p l e  and F a c t o r s
Th e  d e a r t h  of r e co r d s r e g a r d i n g  m e d i c a l  and 
n u r s i n g  h i s t o r y  in Nev a da , p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  the 
n i n e t e e n t h  century , r e f l e c t s  the p r i o r i t i e s  of the 
r e s i de n ts  at that time. P e o p l e  wer e not c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
issues of the past or future, but c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 
p r a ct i c al  a c t i v i t i e s  to e n s u r e  e c o n o m i c  survi va l.
La ck of p e o p l e  p r e p a r e d  in h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
m e t h o d o l o g y  a n d lack of k n o w l e d g e  r e g a r d i n g  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  of re co rds  e x p l a i n  l i m i t e d data. H o w e v e r ,  
as the p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  an d r e s i d e n t s  b e c a m e  
a t t e n t i v e  to h e a l t h  needs, m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e c a m e
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a v a i l a b l e  to d e s c r i b e  the p r o g r e s s  of h e a l t h  care 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a nd  p r o f e s s i o n s  w i t h i n  Ne vad a.
In r e v i e w i n g  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  w h i c h  rec oun t the 
e v o l u t i o n  of NNA, se veral p e o p l e  and  f a c to r s  h a d an 
impact b o t h  on the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
on n u r s i n g  w i t h i n  the state. N e v a d a ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of vast 
d es e r t  r e g i o n s  w i t h  i s o l a te d p o p u l a t i o n  cente rs ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  g a v e  m o r e  social an d p o l i t i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  
to g a m b l i n g ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  a nd  m i n i n g  in te r es t s  t ha n to 
h e a l t h  ca re  issues.
T he  turn of the c e n t u r y  f o r c e d  N e v a d a n s  to ad d re s s
the n e e d  to care for si ck  and i n j u r e d  re si den ts . Re no
d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  a p o p u l a t i o n  of 1,302 in 1880, to 10,867 
8
in 1910. As h o s p i t a l s  o p e n e d  w i t h i n  the city, m o r e  
p h y s i c i a n s  and  t r a i n e d  nu r s e s  b e g a n  to enter the state. 
N e v a d a  d i d  not h a v e  a t r a i n i n g  school for n u r s e s  
at this time, a nd  as n o n - r e s i d e n t  n u r s e s  e n t e r e d  the 
area, they b r o u g h t  k n o w l e d g e  of c h a n g e s  in n u r s i n g  
s t a n d a r d s  and p r a c t i ce . M a n y  s t a te  nurses' a s s o c i a t i o n s  
h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a nd  sev eral st a t e s  had  p a s s e d  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  laws, i n c l ud i n g N e w  York, N o r t h  C a r o li n a ,  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  and C o l o r a d o .  N u r s e s  m i g r a t i n g  into the 
s t a te  sou g h t to b r i n g  N e v a d a  in line w i t h  the rest of 
the na ti on.
In 1907, a R e n o  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  the first 
a t t em p t  of n u r s e s  to o r g a n i z e  an a ss o c i a t i o n .
I n c r e a s e d  wages, eight hour shifts, a n d  l im it ed  
h o u s e w o r k  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as g o a l s  of the m e m b e r s
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of the st ate  a s s o c i a t i o n .  O f f i c e r s  w e r e  elected, and a
c o n s t i t u t i o n  and b y l a w s  w e r e  dr a f te d .  The w o m e n  were
a c c u s e d  of f o r m i n g  a labor union, w h i c h  was not
s u r p r i s i n g  b e c a u s e  d u r i n g  this ye a r  labor di sp u t e s
9
w e r e  o c c u r r i n g  in several N e v a d a  m i n i n g  towns.
In r e v i e w i n g  the first at t e m p t  to o r g a n i z e  a 
n u r s e s  a s s o c i a t i o n  in Nevada , it was ap p ar ent  that the 
n u r s e s  ha d  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e s  to g u i d e  their all iance, 
an d u t i l i z e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of s t r u c t u r e  and 
pr oc e s s .  The d e c i s i o n  to i n iti ate  c h a n g e  m a y  h a ve  b e en  
s t i m u l a t e d  by two factors. T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
h o s p i t a l s  in R e n o  an d  the a b s e n c e  of a t r a i n i n g  school 
for n u r s e s  no doubt h a d an impact on su p pl y  and demand. 
P a t i e n t s  who p r e v i o u s l y  went to San F r a n c i s c o  for care, 
w e r e  n o w s t a y i n g  in town, and the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
t r a i n e d  nu rs e s  was limited.
T he  i m p l i c a t i o n  that n u r s e s  w e r e  f or m i ng  a labor 
u n i o n  was p r o b a b l y  a d e l i b e r a t e  a t tem pt to u n d e r m i n e  
the su cc e ss  of the as s o c i a t i o n .  Th e i r  initial goals 
w e r e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  in s t ea d  of al t r u i s t i c ,  a direct 
c o n f l i c t  with  tra di t io n a l vie ws  of nursing.
T he  de v e l o p m e n t  of by l aw s and a c o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e f l e c t s  ob vi ou s intent to o r g a n i z e  on a perm an en t  
basis. E l e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  and i d e n t i f y i n g  goa ls  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  p r o v i s i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  and un it y of 
d i r e ct i on .  A t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  to d i s s e m i n a t e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  about issues of c o n c e r n  to nurses, w h i c h  
was c o n g ru e nt  w i t h  an orig in al  goal i d e n t i f i e d  for
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SNA's by the n a t i o n a l  o r ga n i z a t i o n .
Th e w o m e n  o b v i o u s l y  r e c o g n i z e d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
e s t a b l i s h  be tte r w a g e s  and w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  in view 
of the in c re a s e d  d e m a n d  for nurses . A l t h o u g h  it is not 
k n o w n  how  m a n y  g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  were  in R e n o  at this 
time, nor how m a n y  b e l o n g e d  to the o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  the 
n u m b e r s  we r e  p r o b a b l y  limited.
Two yea rs  later, the R e n o  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n
e m e r g e d  as a g r o u p  e x i s t i n g  to improve p r o f e s s i o n a l
m e m b e r s  and p r ot e c t  c o n s u m e r s  by s p o n s o r i n g  le ctures
10
p r e s e n t e d  by p h y s i c i a n s .  T h i s  group, t r o u b l e d  b y  the 
i n c r e a si ng  nu m b e r  of local w o m e n  who w e r e  p r a c t i c i n g  
n u r s i n g  w it h o ut  p r o p e r  tr a i nin g,  w e r e  a d d r e s s i n g  two o 
the origi na l p u r p o s e s  d e f i n e d  by the n a t i o n a l  
organi zat i o n .
By o b t a i n i n g  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s ta n c e , th es e w o m e n  
g a i n e d  access to cu r r en t  m e d i c a l  in f o r ma t i on ,  h e l p e d  
foster p o s i t i v e  n u r s e - p h y s i c i a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and 
p r o b a b l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the first 
nurses' tr a in ing  school at Si s te r ' s  H o s p i t a l  in Reno. 
As the num be r of h o s p i t a l s  in Re n o  in cr eas ed,  do c to r s  
b e c a m e  aware of their a u t h o r i t y  and a b i l i t y  to control 
the c o m p e t e n c y  and e f f i c i e n c y  of h e a l t h  care wo rkers. 
G e o r g e  M cK e n zi e ,  M. D.,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  for d e v e l o p i n g  
the n u r s e s ’ t r a i n i n g  school, and e n c o u r a g e d  p h y s i c i a n s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the e d u c a t i o n  of s t ud en t s.  In the 
a b s e n c e  of q u a l i f i e d  n u r s i n g  ins tr uc to r s , it seems 
likely that the p h y s i c i a n s  en j oy e d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to
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train the nu r s e s  to f u n c t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  to their 
11
p h i l o s o p h i e s .
T h e  first le c tu r e  r e s u l t e d  in c on f l i c t  b e t w e e n
m e m b e r s  and n o n - m e m b e r s  of the as s o c i a t i o n .  N e w l y
t ra i n e d  n u rse s,  mos t a r r i v i n g  f ro m the east, d i d  not
see a n e e d  for ad d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  or an as s o c i a t i o n .
Local n u r s e s  w ho  h a d g r a c i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  p r i v a t e  d u t y
cases to the ne w  n u r s e s  felt they d e s e r v e d  a fee for 
12
their efforts.
T h e  d is s e nt  ion a m o n g  m e m b e r s  and n o n - m e m b e r s  of 
the a s s o c i a t i o n  was p r o b a b l y  not u ne x p e c t e d .  N ur s e s  
who had b e e n  in Re n o for several y e ar s  w e r e  m o s t l ike ly  
c o n c e r n e d  about the in f l u x  of ne w l y  t r a i n e d  nu r s e s  and  
the p r o s p e c t  of a t r a i n i n g  school in Reno. Pe r h a p s  
a n x i e t y  r e g a r d i n g  p o s s i b l e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  was an issue 
p r e c i p i t a t i n g  the d e s i r e  to re c e i v e  fees for r e fe r i n g  
the n ew e r  n urs es to p r i v a t e  d u t y  cases.
This d i s a g r e e m e n t  was a small r e f l e c t i o n  of the 
w i d e l y - h e l d  b eli ef that the ea s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of the 
U n i t e d  S ta t e s was t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y ,  e d u c a t i o n a l l y ,  and 
s o c i a l l y  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  than the w e s t e r n  fron ti er . O n c e  
again, the lack of t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  for N e v a d a  n ur ses  
m a y  have  ad d e d to f ee l i n g s  of s u p e r i o r i t y  in those who 
had  r e c e i v e d  d i pl oma s,  and b e l i e v e d  they w e r e  a d e q u a t e l y  
educated.
T h e  p h i l o s o p h y  of g r e a t e r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and 
e du c a t i o n a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  in the east was not to t a ll y  
u nf o u nd e d . In 1914, N e v a d a  was one of the last states to
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g i v e  w o m e n  the right to vo te  in s t a t e  ele cti o ns ,  
p r e c e e d i n g  n a t i o n a l  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  of w o m e n  w h i c h  
o c c u r r e d  in 1920 w h e n  the N i n e t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t  was 
a d d e d  to the U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n .  In a dd it i o n ,  a 
m a j o r i t y  of the s t a t e  was d e s e r t  and s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  
A l t h o u g h  the N e v a d a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of 1864 m a n d a t e d  publi 
e d u c a t i o n  a nd  led to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of U n i v e r s i t y  of 
N e v a d a  in 1874, p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l s  of n u r s i n g  and
13
m e d i c i n e  d i d  not d e v e l o p  until the 19 50 's  a nd  1960's.
Th e o p e n i n g  of the first t r a i n i n g  school for
n u r s e s  in N e v a d a  in 1910 i n f l u e n c e d  the s u b s e qu e n t
d e v e l o p m e n t  of the NNA. In 1911, the N S M S  e x p r e s s e d
s up p or t  for the f o r m a t i o n  of a g r a d u a t e  nurses'
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r e a l i z i n g  that the s u c c e s s  of p h y s i c i a n s
14
d e p e n d e d  up o n  the a b i l i t i e s  of nurs es .
In 1915, g r a d u a t e s  of Sai nt  M a r y ' s  H o sp i t a l
T r a i n i n g  School for N u r s e s  f o r m e d  the first a l um n a e
a s s o c i a t i o n  in N e v a d a .  T h e i r  g o a l s  w e r e  to d e v e l o p
m e a s u r e s  for m u t u a l  a d v a n c e m e n t ,  a n d o r g a n i z e  social
event s, and o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d  to p r o v i d e  d i r e c t i o n .
A l t h o u g h  r ec o r d s  of this g r o u p  w e r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  for
review, the 1931 m i n u t e s  of N N A  m e e t i n g s  i n cl u d ed  n a m e s
of w o m e n  who h a d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  St. M a r y ' s  in c l udi ng
M a r y  Evans, E m m a  S p r i n g m e y e r ,  Ethel St a r t ch a ,  and
C l a i r e  S o u c h e r e a u .  T h e r e f o r e ,  it can be c o n c l u d e d  that
w o m e n  f r o m  the a l u m n a e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c a m e
15
a c t i v e  in the NNA.
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L e g i s l a t i v e  co n c e r n s  are als o issues of 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n .  Ho w ev er,  the A N A  e m p h a s i z e d  the 
n e e d  for s t a t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of n u r s e s  as a m a j o r  goal 
of the SNA's, t h e r e f o r e  it is v i e w e d  as a si g n i f i c a n t  
factor in the e v o l u t i o n  of NNA. Sever al  reaso ns m a d e  
it d i f f i c u l t  to d e t e r m i n e  the amount of i nf lu en ce  
that the N N A  ha d  on l e g i s l a t i o n  in N ev a d a .  O n e  is the 
a b s e n c e  of N N A  re co rd s for the ye ars  1917 t h ro u g h  1931. 
A n o t h e r  is the fact that the N e v a d a  l e g i s l a t u r e  did not 
keep m i n u t e s  until 1965. T h i r d  is the i n a b i l it y  to 
locate p e o p l e  w ho  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the a s s o c i a t i o n  
d u r i n g  that time for p o s s i b l e  intervi ews .
B e t w e e n  1915 and  1921, three a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  to
le gi s la t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of nu r s e s  in N e vad a. A v a i l a b l e
re cor ds  and n e w s p a p e r  a r ti c l e s  do not i d e n t i f y  those
who s u p p o r t e d  or o p p o s e d  the first a n d  last bills. The
bill i n t r o d u c e d  in 1919 was ve t o e d  by  G o v e r n o r  Bo y le  at
the reque st  of a g r o u p  of p h y s i c i a n s  an d  g r a d u a t e
nurses , who felt the p u b l i c  w o u l d  not be n e f i t  by the
bill. Some p e o p l e  m i s t a k e n l y  b e l i e v e d  that pr actical
n ur s e s w o u l d  be el im in at e d,  and they w e r e  the p r i m a r y
c a r e t a k e s  of p e o p l e  in homes. The g r e a t e s t  o p p o s i t i o n
came f ro m n u r s e s  wh o  had a t t e n d e d  t r a i n i n g  s ch oo ls  but
16
had not g r a d ua t ed .  It is likely that m a n y  of these 
n ur s e s felt they w o u l d  no longer be a b le  to work, and 
p h y s i c i a n s  p r o b a b l y  b e l i e v e d  their p a t i e n t s  w o u l d  suffer  
due to an i n a d e q u a t e  su p p l y  of t r a i n e d  and u n t r a i n e d  
n u r s e s .
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Saint M a r y ' s  H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  School for N u r s e s
d e c i d e d  to cl ose in 1922, p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  w i t ho u t  a
n u r s e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  act in Nev ad a,  g r a d u a t e s  c o u l d not get
re cip ro ca l licenses in other states. It m a d e  the
e d u c a t i o n  r e c e iv e d  in N e v a d a  v i r t u a l l y  wo r t h l e s s ,  at
17
least for those who w a n t e d  to relocate.
In retrosp ec t, p e r h a p s  m u c h  of the sup p or t  for the 
first three r e g i s t r a t i o n  bills was p r o v i d e d  by staff of 
the t r a i ni ng  school. P a s s a g e  of a b i 11 w o u l d  have 
in cr ea sed  enr oll m en t  and p r o v i d e d  ad d i t i o n a l  w o r k e r s  to 
care for the sick. O p p o s i t i o n  m a y  h a v e  come f r o m  th os e  
who w a n t e d  to prevent t r a in e d nu r s e s  f ro m l eav in g the 
st ate once they r e c e i v e d  e d u c a t i o n  in Nev ad a.  R e s i s t e n c e  
to l e g i s l a t i o n  m a y  h av e also b ee n fro m those r e s p o n s i b l e  
for te ac h i ng  s tud ent s w h o  we re fa ce d w i t h  n a t i on a l  
p r e s s u r e  to u p g r a d e  n u r s i n g  ed u c ati on . It was easier 
to e l i m i n a t e  the t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  and  c o n t r i b u t e  to 
hospit al s t a f f i n g  rather than im prove the i n s t r u c ti o n al  
program. Howev er,  w h e n  this school closed, N e v a d a  was 
left w ith ou t any n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  until 1957, wh en  the 
O rv is  School of N u r s i n g  was e s t a b l i s h e d  at UNR.
A c c o r d i n g  to M. R o l l i n  Wal k e r,  M.D., the nu mb er  of 
tr ain ed  nu rs e s  in N e v a d a  in cr e as e d  b e t w e e n  1922 and 
1923, and was rel at ed  to n o n - r e s i d e n t s  m o v i n g  into the 
state and the ret ur n of r e s i de nt s  w ho  had  g o n e  e l s e w h e r e  
to re ceive training. P ri or to this, p h y s i c i a n s  h a d  to rely  
on local w o m e n  to serve  as pr a c t i c a l  nu rses, but thei r lack 
of k n o w l e d g e  an d e x p e r i e n c e  p r o v e d  to be a do w nf all . T h e r e
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was d i s s e n t i o n  b e t w e e n  tr a in e d  a n d p r a c t i ca l  nu rs es , and
18
c o n f u s i o n  over job d e s c r i p t i o n s .
In O c to b e r ,  1922, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  the state
nurses' a s s o c i a t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  the NS M S a draft of a
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  bill to r e g u l a t e  the p r a c t i c e  of
nu rs i ng .  A c o m m i t t e e  f r om  the NS M S  was a p p o i n t e d  to confer
w i t h  the n ur s e s  to a gr e e  on an a p p r o p r i a t e  bill to be sent
f o r w a r d  to the judicial c o m m i t t e e  of the m e d i c a l  society.
T he  NSM S went on re c or d  s u p p o r t i n g  a bill to r eg i s te r
nu rse s,  and d i s c u s s e d  the im p o r t a n c e  of a st a te  nurses'
a s s o c i a t i o n  to insure an a b s o l u t e  set of q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
19
for n u rs ing . Just as the NSM S s e r v e d  as a wa y  to
m o n i t o r  p h y s ic i an s,  it was na tu ra l to a s s u m e
that p a s s i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  to r e q u i r e  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a rd s
for nu r s e s  w o u l d  result in s u b s e q u e n t  m o n i t o r i n g  by the
n u r s i n g  a s s o c i at i o n.  T h e issue of r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o v i d e d
u n i t y  of d i r e c t i o n  and sought to e s t a b l i s h  a u t h o r i t y
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for m e m b e r s  of the pro fe s si o n .
Th e first thr ee  B O N E  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by
G o v e r n o r  Jam es S c r u g h a m  in 1923 w e r e  E m m a  S p r i ng m e ye r ,
A l i c e  Craven, and M a r y  Evans. S p r i n g m e y e r  and Evans
w e r e  b o t h  g r a d u a t e s  of the first class (1912) from
20
the SMH T r a i n i n g  School for Nu rs es . Both  had been 
a c t i v e  in the first N e v a d a  a l u m n a e  a s s o ci a t io n ,  so 
o b v i o u s l y  at least two of the n u r s e s  p e r s i s t e d  in their 
ef fo r t s  to impro ve the image and e d u c a t i o n  of N e v a d a  
n u r s e s .
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T h e  u nd a t e d ,  u n r e f e r e n c e d ,  typed, two p a g e
h i s t o r i c a l  r e v i e w  of N N A  w r i t t e n  by C h r i s t i e  Co r be t t ,
P r e s i d e n t  of N N A  f r o m  1 93 9- 1 94 0 ,  re po rt s that the se
three w o m e n  w e r e  al so  m e m b e r s  of the N N A  b o a r d  of
d i r e c t o r s .  She i n d i c a t e d  that they w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l
in g e t t i n g  the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act passed, in s p i t e  of
o p p o s i t i o n  f r om  p h y s i c i a n s .  T h e r e  is no N N A  d a t a  to
su ppo rt  her s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  dual m e m b e r s h i p  on the
N N A  and BONE. Also, her c o mm e n t  about lack of p h y s i c i a n
c o o p e r a t i o n  is in c o n f l i c t  w i t h  that w r i t t e n  by W a l k e r
wh o w r o t e  that the N S M S  h a d  w o r k e d  w i t h  the nu rs es'
21
as so c ia t  ion.
Th e d i s c r e p e n c y  b e t w e e n  Co r b et t  and W a l k e r  
r e g a r d i n g  the p r e s e n c e  or a b s e n c e  of p h y s i c i a n  s up p o r t  
for the bill to r e g i s t e r  nu r s e s  m a y  be a t t r i b u t e d  to 
several causes. First, s i n c e  Co rb e tt  d i d  not list 
r e f e r e n c e s  for her h i s t o r i c a l  review, it is p o s s i b l e  
that she o b t a i n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  fr o m  n u r s e s  who h a d  
e n c o u n t e r e d  r e s i s t a n c e  f r o m  p h y s i c i a n s  in i s o l a t e d  
cases. L i k e w is e,  p h y s i c i a n s  m a y  have p e r c e i v e d  that 
they h ad  g r e a t e r  impact on the l e g i s l a t i o n  tha n m a y  
h av e  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r r e d .  W a l k e r ' s  book was p r i n t e d  
in 1944, yet it is u n k n o w n  w h e n  Co rb ett  c o m p o s e d  her 
paper. A l t h o u g h  b o t h  w e r e  fr o m  Reno, they m a y  not hav e  
i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  ea c h o t h e r  or o b t a i n e d  d a t a  f r o m  the 
same  sour ces .
D i f f e r e n c e s  of o p i n i o n s  b e t w e e n  n u r s e s  and 
p h y s i c i a n s  are not un c om m o n ,  even  whe n b o t h  p a r t i c i p a t e
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in the same event. E a c h  d i s c i p l i n e  v i ew s  an i nc id en t or 
client from a d i s t i n c t  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and w r i t t e n  
r ec or ds  o f t e n  r ef l e ct  th ose  d i s c r e p a n c i e s .  For example,  
most, if not all, n u r s e s  can recall a s i t u a t i o n  
i nv o l v i n g  a client in w h i c h  the a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  and 
n u r s e  v e r b a l i z e d  or c h a r t e d  c o n f l i c t i n g  v e r s i o n s  of 
a tr ea tme nt , cr is i s res pon se,  or l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  
epi s o d e .
A n o t h e r  f act or to c o n s i d e r  is that the roles of 
p h y s i c i a n s  and n u r s e s  have  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  a 
m i c r o c o s m  of m a l e - f e m a l e  rol es  in a p a t r i a r c h a l  
society. M a l e s  te nd  to vi e w t h e m s e l v e s  as p r i m a r y  
d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  w ho  di r e ct  an d p r o t e c t  women. Wo me n,  
and t h e r e f o r e  nurse s, are g e n e r a l l y  s u b s e r v i e n t  and 
e nc o un t e r r e s i s t a n c e  w h e n  a t t e m p t i n g  to i n i t i a t e  c h a n g e  
or o b t a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n .  Mo s t  h e a l t h  care issues 
in cl u di n g  r e i m b u r s e m e n t ,  fees, and ho s p it a l  p o l i c i e s  
have g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  p h y s i c i a n - d r i v e n .  It has o n ly  b e e n  
w i t h i n  recent ye a r s that n u r s e s  h a v e  be en  a b l e  to start 
taking r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for n u r s i n g  issues w i t h i n  w or k  
e n v i r o n m e n t s  that h a v e  c a t e r e d  to the ne ed s  of 
phys i c i a n s .
A l t h o u g h  the a b s e n c e  of p r i m a r y  so ur c es  for N N A  from 
1917-1931 limits the a b i l i t y  to fu l l y  e x p l o r e  the role 
of the a s s o c i a t i o n  b e h i n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of n u r s e s  in 
Nevad a, the a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t s  the c o nce pt  
that N N A  d id  b e c o m e  i nv o l v e d  in p u r s u i t  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  
This r e f l e c t e d  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the or i gi n a l o b j e c t i v e
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id e n ti f ie d for SNA's (to inf luence l e g i s l a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  n u r s i n g  issues), plus was c o n g ru e nt  w i t h  A N A  
p u r p o s e s  to raise e du c a ti on a l sta nd ar ds,  p r o m o t e  a 
p o s i t i v e  image of nurse s,  and p ro tec t the pu bl i c fr o m  
infer ior  n u r s i n g  care. Less than a m o n t h  had pa s s e d  
fr om  i n tr o d u c t i o n  of the bill to its p a s s a g e  so there 
was p r o b a b l y  m o re  p h y s i c i a n  support tha n op pos i t io n,  as 
s u g g e s t e d  by Corbe tt , wh ic h w o u l d  imply that coll eg ia l  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  had occurred.
To further a n a l y z e  the i nf l ue nce  of N N A  on the 
first N ur s e  P r a c t i c e  Act, a c o m p a r i s o n  was m a d e  among 
five regional states and N e v a d a  to e x a m i n e  the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the SNA's and the p a s s a g e  of the 
first bill to re g u l a t e  n u r s i n g  w i t h i n  the state. A 
re vi e w was m a d e  of issues of the A m e r i c a n  Journal of 
N u r s i n g  (AJN) from 1900 th r ou gh  1923, l o oki ng for 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  of the es t a b l i s h m e n t  of the SN A  and the 
p a s s a g e  of the bill to regis te r n u r s e s  in Arizona,  
M on ta na,  Nevada, N e w Mexico, Utah, an d  Wy o mi n g . The 
text of each bill was ex am i ne d for s i m i l a r i t i e s  and 
di f f e r e n c e s .
In all states, p a s s a g e  of the bill o c c u r e d  w i t h i n
one to three years of a p p l i c a t i o n  for m e m b e r s h i p  by the
SNA to ANA. N e v a d a ' s  bill was the o n l y  one m a n d a t i n g
three me m b e r s  for the BONG, all ot her s r e q u i r e d  five
me mb er s. Wy om ing , M on ta na , Arizona, and N e w  M e x i c o
l e g i s l at i o n d i r e c t e d  the go ve r no r  to a p poi nt m e m b e r s  of
22
the BON E from  lists of names s u b m i t t e d  by the SNA.
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N e v a d a  and N e w  M e x i c o  b o t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  the
r e g i s t r a t i o n  acts in 1923, after the oth e r  four states
23
h ad  b e e n  s u c c es sf u l.  It is not k n ow n if those who 
d r a f t e d  the N e v a d a  bill c o n s u l t e d  the o t h e r b i l l s  as a 
re fe r en c e , nor why  the d e c i s i o n  was m a d e  to leave the 
SNA out of the p r o c e s s  of r e c o m m e n d i n g  n a me s  to the 
g o v e r n o r  for a p p o i n t m e n t  to the BONE.
T h i r t e e n  y e a r s later, at a N N A  m e e t i n g  in 1936, a
letter was read f ro m G o v e r n o r  R i c h a r d  Kir m a n,  s o l i c i t i n g
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  fr om  the a s s o c i a t i o n  for a p p o i n t m e n t s  to
the BONE. This was the first time that N N A  h a d  b ee n
c o n s u l t e d  and  m a r k e d  the b e g i n n i n g  of r e c o g n i z e d  n u r s i n g
input into g o v e r n m e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  T he  n o m i n a t i o n s
c o m m i t t e e  p r o v i d e d  the g o v e r n o r  w i t h  a list of na me s
24
for c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
T h e  N N A  rec or ds for 1937 t h r o u g h  1940 wer e  
u n a v a i l a b l e  for review, so it is u n k n o w n  w h e t h e r  or not 
the g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t e d  a b o a r d  m e m b e r  w h o  had  b een  
r e c o m m e n d e d  by the a ss o c i a t i o n .  A r e vi e w  of the 
a v a i l a b l e  m i n u t e s  of N N A  m e e t i n g s  b e t w e e n  1941 and 
1947, w h i c h  we r e  i n c o m p l e t e  or fr ag m en t e d,  r e v e al e d  
five o c c a s i o n s  wh e n  n a me s  w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  to the 
g o v e r n o r .  H o wev er,  the n a m e s w e r e  not r e c o r d e d  in the 
m i n u t e s ,  nor was th ere an y r e c o r d  of s u b s e q u e n t  a c t io n  
on the part of the go ve r n or .  It is u n f o r t u n a t e  that N N A  
d id  not g i v e  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  to the i m p o r t a n c e  of the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c o m m e n d  nur s es  for a p p o i n t m e n t  to the 
BONE. Not on l y  w o u l d  this h av e  v a l i d a t e d  the
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s i g n i f i c a n c e  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  to other s,  but w o u l d  
hav e be e n  a wa y to p ro t e c t  the p u b l i c  f r o m  i nf er io r  
n u r s i n g  c a re  by e n s u r i n g  the a p p o i n t m e n t  of q u a l i f i e d  
p e r s o n n e l .
G o v e r n o r  K i r m a n  p r o b a b l y  r e c o g n i z e d  that the 
n u r s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w o u l d  be the m o s t  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  
about n u r s e s  q u a l i f i e d  to s e r v e  as m e m b e r s  of the BONE. 
No  doubt he c o n s i d e r e d  N N A ' s  p r e v i o u s  i n v o lv e me n t  in 
l e g i s l a t i v e  issues, i n c l u d i n g  the 1923 r e g i s t r a t i o n  
bill and s u b s e q u e n t  m o n i t o r i n g  of the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  
Act, w h e n  he a s k e d  for input. It w a s  a p o s i t i v e  m o v e  on 
his part as it not on ly  r e c o g n i z e d  the c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of 
the a s s o c i a t i o n ,  but g u a r a n t e e d  the su pp ort  of the 
m e m b e r s  for his p o l i t i c a l  career.
The a s s o c i a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  to r e c o m m e n d  n u r s e s  for
a p p o i n t m e n t  to the BONE, and in 1963, an a m e n d m e n t  was
a d d e d  to the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act d i r e c t i n g  ea ch  g o v e r n o r
to solic it n a m e s  f r o m  N N A  for p o t e n t i a l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .
Ho we v e r ,  in 1977, the a m e n d m e n t  was r e m o v e d  f r o m  the
stat ute s.  Thi s was c o n g r u e n t  w i t h  the A N A  p o s i t i o n
w h i c h  s t a t e d  that the SNA s h o u l d  not ha v e  e x c e s s i v e
i n f l u e nc e on the st a t e  a g e n c y  that is f o r m u l a t e d  to
p ro t e c t  the p u bli c.  A N A  a g r e e d  that the g o v e r n o r  c o u l d
co nsu lt  a list p r o v i d e d  by the SNA, but the u l t i m a t e
25
d e c i s i o n  s h o u l d  not be m a n d a t e d  by law. I r on i c a ll y ,  
this p o s i t i o n  c o n t r a d i c t e d  one of the or i gin al p u r p o s e s  
of ANA, w h i c h  was to p r ot e c t the p u b l i c  fr o m in fe r i o r  
care. In effect, the a s s o c i a t i o n  t r a n s f e r r e d  this
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f r o m  the n u r s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  to the
BONE. In s u b s e q u e n t  years, g o v e r n o r s  c o n t i n u e d  to
co nta ct  N N A  for r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the BONE, and in
m os t  cases c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  the en d o rs e m en t s .
O n c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  to r e g i s t e r  n u r s e s  was p a s s e d  in
1923, the N N A  and the n e w l y  a u t h o r i z e d  B ON E  e s t a b l i s h e d
a close w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  la sted for m a n y
years. Ho w ev er,  in 1949, w h e n  L ou i s e  T er r i ll  was h i r e d
to se r ve  as part tim e e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  for b o t h
N N A  and the BONE, it m a r k e d  the b e g i n n i n g  of the
26
even tua l s e p a r a t i o n  of the two groups.
As d i s c u s s e d  in c ha pt e r three, Terril l was l oc a t ed
th ro u g h  the A N A  C o u n s e l i n g  and P l a c e m e n t  Se r v ice s, but
it is un c l e a r  w h e t h e r  or not she was p e r s o n a l l y
i n t e r v i e w e d  by ei t h e r  N N A  or the BO N E  prior to her
hirin g. S h e  b e g a n  her d u t i e s  in D e c e m b er ,  1948, h a v i n g
m o v e d  to Ren o f r o m  M ai ne,  but by Au g u st  2, 1949, the
B O N E  u n a n i m o u s l y  v o t e d  to t e r m i n a t e  her s e r v i c e s  as of
27
A u g u s t  16, 1949.
T he  co nc e rn s  of the B O N E  w e r e  that Te r ri ll , (1)
took u n a u t h o r i z e d  trips into rural areas, (2) u s e d
i n t i m i d a t i o n  to f o r c e  n u r s e s  to b e c o m e  r e gi s t e re d ,  and
28
(3) d e v o t e d  m o r e  time to N N A  than the BONE. It is 
p r o b a b l e  that Te r r i l l  c r e a t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n x i e t y  for 
the BONE, as the law to r e g u l a t e  pr a ct ica l n u r s i n g  had 
b e e n  i m p l e m e n t e d  in M ar ch,  1949, and the loss of the 
e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  at that time w o u l d  hav e i n c r e a s e d  
the w o r k l o a d  of the board.
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M e m b e r s  of N N A a n d the B O N E  m a y  ha ve felt some 
a n i m o s i t y  tow ards a n o n - r e s i d e n t  wh o came into the 
s ta te  w i t h  all a p p e a r a n c e s  of tak i n g charg e of 
e n f o r c i n g  r e g i s t ra t i on . She m a y  ha v e  r e c o g n i z e d  the 
in s e c u r i t i e s  of nur s es  and it is p r o b a b l e  that m an y  
n u r s e s  in the rural ar eas  w e r e  p r a c t i c i n g  illegally, 
t h i n k i n g  they w o u l d  n e ve r  be qu e s t i o n e d .  T h e r e  was 
lack of clear d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the role d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of the R.N. and P.N., w h i c h  al so  m a y  have ca u se d  
concern. T h e r e  m a y  h ave  b ee n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  je al o u sy  
fr om m e m b e r s  of N N A  and the B O N E  to wards Terril l.
F a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  her w it h  well d e f i n e d  d u ti e s and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  m a y  ha v e  al so  c o n t r i b u t e d  to the 
p r o b 1 eras.
It is p r o b a b l e  that L o u i s e  Te rrill c r e a t e d  some
i n t e r p er so n al  c on fli ct  not o n l y b e t w e e n  h e r s e l f  and the
n u r s es  in rural areas, but b e t w e e n  h e r se l f and BONE
me mbe rs . In a letter to L e i l a  Given, a s s o c i a t e
ex e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  of ANA, d a t e d  M a r c h  15, 1949,
Ter ril l a d d r e s s e d  con c er n s  that a m e m b e r  of the BONE,
id e n t i f i e d  as "Mrs. H a r p e r " ,  h a d  not re ne w e d her m e m b e r s h
in NNA. Te rr il l  w r ot e  that the current N N A  Pres id en t,
C h r i s t i e  Corbet t,  had r e p o r t e d  that m e m b e r s h i p  in the
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was a p r e r e q u i s i t e  for
29
m e m b e r s h i p  on the BONE. G i v e n  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a 
letter on M a r c h  29, 1949. She p o i n t e d  out that the 
N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act did not m a k e  m e m b e r s h i p  in the state 
nurses' a s s o c i a t i o n  a legal r e q u i r e m e n t  to s e rve  as
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m e m b e r  of the BONE. She al s o  c l a r i f i e d  that the
e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  p o s i t i o n  wa s  as an e m p l o y e e  of the
board, wh er e a s  the s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  was one of the
30
g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  of the board.
P e r h a p s  L o u i s e  T er ri ll , a r e g i s t e r e d  nu rse,  
b e l i e v e d  that her e a s t e r n  b a c k g r o u n d  was s u p e r i o r  to 
the n u rs es  of N ev ad a.  It was a p pa r e nt  that she was 
in t e r e s t e d  in m a k i n g  sure that p e o p l e  met the 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of their p o s i t i o n s ,  wh e t h e r  as r e g i s t e r e d  
nu rs e s or m e m b e r s  of the BONE. Th e r e was  o b v i o u s l y  a 
m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act on the part 
of N N A  P r e s i d e n t  C o rb ett , wh o  m a y  hav e w a n t e d  N N A  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the B O N E  for the b e n e f i t  of the 
ass oc i at i o n.  Terrill s e e m e d  w i l l i n g  to p r e s s u r e  the 
B O N E  m e m b e r  into j o ini ng NNA, w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  c r e a t e d  
a rift b e t w e e n  the two grou ps . The N N A  re c o rd s  do not 
in di c at e  the role of the a s s o c i a t i o n  in the d i s m i ss a l  
of Terr ill.
This was the last time that N N A  and the B O N E
s ha r e d  an employee. N N A  m e m b e r s  v o l u n t e e r e d  to ha nd l e
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and other o f f i c e  ma t te rs ,  yet e f f i c i e n c y
and c o n s i s t e n c y  was s o m e t i m e s  lacking. Fi na ll y, in 1967
the N N A  d e v e l o p e d  a job d e s c r i p t i o n  for an e x e c u t i v e
d i r e c t o r  to he l p  m a n a g e  the N N A  office. In 1968,
m em b e r  J e a n  Rambo, from  Las Vegas , was a p p o i n t e d
31
to the p o s i t i o n  on a p a r t - t i m e  basis.
M os t  of the work of N N A  was h a n d l e d  in the Re n o  
area, so it was so m e wh a t  d i f f i c u l t  for a Las Veg as
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m e m b e r  to s e r v e as e x e c u t i v e  di r e c t o r .  R e n o  is 450 
m i l e s  fr om Las Vegas, an d it r e q u i r e d  time a wa y  f r o m  
w o r k  to a d d r e s s  some of the ta sks that h a d  to be d e al t 
w i t h  in the office. H o w ev e r , r e c or d s  ref l e ct  that 
R a m b o  h a n d l e d  a great deal of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
c o m p e t en t l y,  and c o n t r i b u t e d  to the a s s o c i a t i o n  on b o t h  
the d i s t r i c t  and s ta te  level.
O t h e r m e m b e r s  of N N A  h e l p e d  out w i t h  o f f i c e  work,
until it b e c a m e  a p p ar e nt  that the v o l u m e  of b u s i n e s s
r e q u i r e d  a full time p e r s o n  for the p o s i t i o n  of e x e c u t i v e
dire cto r.  The N N A  e s t a b l i s h e d  a p e r m a n e n t  o f f i c e  at
3660 Baker Lane in R e n o  in 1976 (the N e v a d a  M e d i c a l
A s s o c i a t i o n  is al so h o u s e d  in the s am e b u i l d i n g ) .  In
1977, Pat G o t h b e r g  Smith, a n o n - n u r s e  w i t h  a s t r o n g
po li t ic a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  a c c e p t e d  the p o s i t i o n  as e x e c u t i v e  
32
di r e c t o r .
A l t h o u g h  most s ta te a s s o c i a t i o n s  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  
n u r s e s  in the p o s i t i o n  of e x e c u t i v e  di re ct o r,  N N A  
p e r c e i v e d  it was m o r e  im p or t a nt  to ha ve  s o m e o n e  who  
cou ld  lobby e f f e c t i v e l y  w h e n  n u r s i n g  or h e a l t h  r e l a t e d  
b i l l s we re s u b m i t t e d  to the N e v a d a  s t ate  l e gi s l a tu r e .
In addit io n,  s t r o ng  o f f i c e  m a n a g e m e n t  skil ls we r e  
essen tia l to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  o p e r at i o ns .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the am ou n t  of wo r k  i n c r e a s e d  a n d in 
the m i d  1980's a part time p e r s o n  was h i r e d  to h e l p  
w it h  o f fi c e  w o r k  and p r o d u c t i o n  of the SNA n e w s l e t t e r .  
How ev e r,  the funds in the N N A  t r e a s u r y  w e r e  low, 
p r i m a r i l y  as a result of d e c r e a s i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  r e l a t e d
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to i n c r e a s i n g  dues, and it was d i f f i c u l t  to pa y  the 
s a l a r i e s  of two p e opl e. S ub se q u e n t l y ,  the se c o n d  
p o s i t i o n  was e l i m i n a t e d ,  and in O c t o b e r ,  1986, Sm it h  
res igned.
D u r i n g  her ten y e a r s  w i t h  NNA, Pat Smi th  m a d e  
m a n y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to the o r g a n i z a t i o n .  She 
o p e r a t e d  the o f f i c e  fiv e days a week, lo bbi ed  at the 
s t a t e  l e g i sl at u re ,  o r g a n i z e d  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s ,  w o r k e d  
w i t h  the t r e a s u r e r  to k e e p  f i n a n c e s  in order, took 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for p u b l i s h i n g  the n e w s l e t t e r  and bo ok  
of annual reports, and a t t e n d e d  A N A  m e e t i n g s  as a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of NNA. She h a d e s t a b l i s h e d  a g o o d  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  m a n y  s t a t e  and local o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
It was c e r t a i n l y  no s u r p r i s e  to the N N A  wh en  she left 
to ac ce pt  a p o s i t i o n  that cou ld  off er her m o r e  m o n e y  
than  N N A  c o ul d  p r ov i d e .  The b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  had  
b e e n  aw a r e of the l i k e l i h o o d  that she w o u l d  leave, as 
the wo r k was i n c r e a s i n g  w it h o ut  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  raise 
in salary.
The b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  took over the d u t i e s  of the 
o f f i c e  until a n e w  p e r s o n  co u ld  be hired. L in da  Roide, 
a ls o  a n o n - n u r s e ,  was h i r e d  as an o f f i c e  m a n a g e r  in 
1987, and b e c a m e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  in 1990.
N N A  r e co r d s r e fl e c t that o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
w e r e  a d d r e s s e d  by p r o v i d i n g  u n i t y  of d i r e c t i o n  (goals), 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of a c h a i n  of c o m m a n d  (b oard of 
d i r e c t o r s ) ,  d i v i s i o n  of w o r k  ( c o m mi t t ee s ) , and 
a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( e l e c t i o n  of o f f i c e r s  and
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u t i l i z a t i o n  of those q u a l i f i e d  to p e r f o r m  p a r t i c u l a r  
tasks). T h e r e  was also e v i d e n c e  of d i s c i p l i n e  
( e l i m i n a t i n g  i n e f f e c t i v e  m e m b e r s ) ,  and s u b o r d i n a t i o n  to 
ge ne r a l inter es t by d e a l i n g  w i t h  issues of im p or t a nc e  
to the p r o f e s s i o n .  A t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  to p r o v i d e  order  
an d s t a b i l i t y  ev e n th o u g h  es prit de corps was not 
a lw a y s p r e sen t.
P r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n
P r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  i n cl ude s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the 
NNA, i n v o lv e me n t  wi t h l e g i s l a t i v e  issues, and  
a d d r e s s i n g  ed u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  and concerns. In order to 
u n d e r s t a n d  N e v a d a ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to the n a t i o n  and 
s e l e c t e d  regio na l states, a c o m p a r i s o n  was m a d e  among  
the n u m b e r  of R . N . ' s  per 10 0 , 00 0 p o p u l a t i o n  in the USA, 
Ar iz on a,  M o n t a n a ,  N ev ad a,  N e w  Me xi c o,  Utah, and 
W y o m i n g ,  for d e c a d e s  b e t w e e n  1930 and 1980 (see table 
1).
The n u m b e r  of R . N . ' s  per 10 0, 000  p o p u l a t i o n  
i nc r e a s e d  n a t i o n a l l y  and r e g i o n a l l y  b e t w e e n  1930 and 
1940. This can be a t t r i b u t e d  to bo th  an i nc r e a s e  in the 
n um b e r  of w o m e n  s e e k i n g  a p r o f e s s i o n  to p r o v i d e  
e m p l o y m e n t  f o l l o w i n g  the n a t i o n w i d e  de p r e s s i o n ,  plus a 
r e s p o n s e  to the n e e d  to p r o v i d e  care to m i l i t a r y  
p e r s on n el  in v ol v e d  in W o r l d  Wa r  II. A l t h o u g h  the 
six regional st at es all w e r e  b e l o w  the n at io n a l  ratio 
for 1940, N e v a d a  ha d m o r e  R . N . ' s  than any of the states 
e x a m i n e d .
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TABLE 1
R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E S  PE R  100,0 00  P O P U L A T I O N
1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980
Uni ted S t a t e s .... 174 342 250 282 353 560
Ari z o n a ............ 216 259 294 305 366 611
M o n t a n a ............ 168 199 260 468 354 612
N e v a d a .............. 221 264 317 265 246 489
New M e x i c o ........ 114 143 186 222 250 420
U t a h ................ 122 162 209 373 233 411
Wyomi n g ............ 145 189 233 330 379 495
Source: A NA  Fa ct s Abo ut  N u r s i n g . 1931-1 986. (Kansas
City: A m e r i c a n  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n ) .
N e v a d a  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p r o x i m a t e s  or b e t t e r s  the n a ti o n a l  
R.N. to p o p u l a t i o n  ratio, and is c o m p a r a b l e  to regional 
states w it h s im i l ar  g e o g r a p h i c  and p o p u l a t i o n  
compo sit io n.  The in c re ase  in R. N . 's  in N e v a d a  in 1950 
ma y be r el a t ed  to b o t h  the g r o w t h  of Las Ve ga s and the 
e s t a bl i sh m e nt  of the at o m ic  test site in s o u t h e r n  
Nevada. The state di d not ha v e a p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  
p r o g r a m  until 1957, w i t h  ad dit i o na l p r o g r a m s  d e v e l o p i n g  
du ri n g the 1960's and 1970's. The  1980 f i gur es reflect 
the in c r e a s i n g  nu m be r  of g r a d u a t e s  fr o m  the p r o g r a m s  as 
well as an i n c r ea s in g  g r o w t h  in p o p u l a t i o n  r e s p o n d i n g  
to new m i n i n g  strike s and industrial d e v e l o p m e n t  in 
R e n o  and Las Vegas.
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A d d i t i o n a l  a na l y s i s  was m a d e  am o n g  the sam e six 
st a t e s  to d e t e r m i n e  the p e r c e n t a g e  of R . N . ' s  i n vo l v ed  
in the r e s p e c t i v e  SNA's. D a t a  c o u l d  not be lo c at e d  
r e g a r d i n g  SN A m e m b e r s h i p  in 1930 a n d 1940 for st ates 
ot he r  than Ne va da . N e v a d a  s t a t i s t i c s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  as 
a result of this r e s e a r c h  p ro j e ct .  In 1930, N e v a d a  ha d  
201 total R . N . ' s  and 78 m e m b e r s  in NNA, for a 3 8 . 8 %  
m e m b e r s h i p .  In 1940, there w er e  291 R . N . ' s  w it h  209 
b e l o n g i n g  to N N A  for a 7 1 . 8 %  m e m b e r s h i p  rate. T a b l e  2 
p r o v i d e s  d a t a  for the six st ate s in 1950 and 1960.
T A B L E  2
R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E  M E M B E R S H I P  IN S T A T E  NURSES' 
A S S O C I A T I O N ,  1950 A N D  1960
1950 1960
Total 
R N ’ s
SNA 




M e m b e r s
%
Ar i z o n a .... 3,865 823 21 .3 3,972 1 ,438 36.2
Mo nt  a n a .... 3,396 848 25.0 3, 162 768 24 .3
N e v a d a ..... 819 90 11.0 755 196 24.6
N e w  Mexico. 1,837 578 31 . 5 2,109 852 40.4
U t a h ........ 2,470 485 19.6 3,325 595 17.9
W y o m i n g .... 994 448 45. 1 1,089 455 41.8
Source: A N A  Fac ts About Nur s i n g . 1951-1971. (Kansas
City: A m e r i c a n  N u r s e s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n .
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N e v a d a  h a d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  few er R . N . ’s and m e m b e r s  
in the S NA  in 1950 than the o th e r  five states.
H o w e v e r ,  this was a l s o  p r i o r  to the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a 
school for e d u c a t i n g  r e g i s t e r e d  nu r s es ,  and c on fl ic t  
had o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  the a s s o c i a t i o n  d u r i n g  the 1940's. 
For e xa mp le , a c h a r t e r  m e m b e r  h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  to re si gn  
af ter  25 y e a r s  of s er vi ce , plus  the p r o b l e m s  c a u s e d  by 
L o u i s e  T e r r i l l  h a d  c a u s e d  m a n y  n u r s e s  to r ese nt  bot h  
the B O N E  an d  NNA.
The  SN A  m e m b e r s h i p  in N e v a d a  m o r e  than d o u b l e d  by 
1960, eve n th o u gh  th er e  w e r e  few er R. N 's  w i t h i n  the stat 
This c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a r e s p o n s e  to the inte res t in 
d e v e l o p i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  that f o l l o w e d  the first 
s u r v e y  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  the state. In a d d i t i on ,  m o r e  
p e o p l e  h a d  m o v e d  into the state, a nd  it is li kely than 
some m e m b e r s  t r a n s f e r r e d  m e m b e r s h i p  f ro m  ot her  states.
A r i z o n a  and N e w  M e x i c o  e x p e r i e n c e d  a large 
i nc r e a s e  in SNA m e m b e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  1950 and 1960. U t ah  
also h a d  an in c r e a s e  in m e m b e r s ,  but this was offset by 
an in c r e a s e  in the total n u m b e r  of R.N.'s. W y o m i n g  and 
M o n t a n a  b o t h  r e m a i n e d  f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  mi ni ma l  
c h a n g e  in b o t h  total R . N . ' s  and S NA  me m ber s.
In 1970, N N A  m e m b e r s h i p  d o u b l e d  as 4 8 . 9 %  of the
R . N . ' s  in the st a t e b e l o n g e d  to the as s o c i a t i o n .  Utah
also h a d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  f r o m  1 7. 9 %  m e m b e r s h i p  
in 1960 to 5 3 . 9 %  in 1970. W y o m i n g  and N e w  M e x i c o  both 
e x p e r i e n c e d  a d e c l i n e  in S N A  m e m b e r s h i p  w h i l e  A r i z o n a
and M o n t a n a  c h a n g e d  s l i g h t l y  (see tab le 3).
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TABLE 3
R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E  M E M B E R S H I P  IN S T A T E  N U R S E S ’ 





M e m b e r s
% Total  
R N ' s
S NA
M e m b e r s
%
Ar i z o n a .... 5,862 1 ,980 33.8 22 ,73 2 1 ,857 8.2
M o n t a n a . ... 2,483 766 30.8 6,544 1 ,272 19.4
N e v a d a ..... 1 ,060 518 48.9 4,801 522 10.9
N e w  Me x ic o . 2,511 728 29.0 6,805 825 12.1
U t a h ........ 2,347 1 ,264 53 . 9 7,974 888 11.1
W y o m i n g . ... 1,209 362 29.9 3, 16 6 387 12.2
Source: A N A  Fac t s Ab ou t Nurs  i n g . 19 71 -19 86 . (Kansas
City: A m e r i c a n  Nurse s' A s s o c i a t i o n ) .
The n u m b e r  of R. N ' s  in N e v a d a  i n c r e a s e d  by 3,741 
b e t w e e n  1970 and 1980, yet the N N A  m e m b e r s h i p  was 
un ch a ng e d . As a result, the p e r c e n t a g e  of R . N . ' s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the a s s o c i a t i o n  d r o p p e d  to 10.9%. 
S im il ar  d ro ps  o c c u r r e d  in all ot her  states. T h e r e f o r e  
it can be c o n c l u d e d  that as the n u m b e r  of R. N . ' s  
increased, the m e m b e r s h i p  in SNA's d e c r e a s e d .  E v e n in 
those st ate s wh e r e  the actual nu m b e r  of m e m b e r s  
in cr e as e d  b e t w e e n  1970 and 1980, suc h as M o n t a n a ,  New  
Me xi c o , an d W y o m i n g ,  the p e r c e n t a g e  of m e m b e r s  fro m  
a v a i l a b l e  R . N . ' s  r e f l e c t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c r e a se .
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T a b l e  4 ref l ec t s  the most recent s t a t i s t i c s  
r e g a r d i n g  SNA m e m b e r s h i p  w i t h i n  the six re gi ona l states 
se l e c t e d  for co mpa ri s on .  W i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of 
M o n ta n a , all stat es  ref lect a c o n t i n u i n g  increa se  in 
the total num be r of R . N . ' s  and a d e c r e a s e  in SNA 
m e m b e r s h i p .  M o n t a n a  has e x p e r i e n c e d  a d e c r e a s e  in 
total R .N 's w it h  an in c re as e  in SNA me mb e rs ,  so enjoys 
a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i gh e r  m e m b e r s h i p  p e r c e n t a g e  than the 
other five states.
T A B L E  4
R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E  M E M B E R S H I P  IN S T AT E  NURSES' 




M e m b e r s
%
Ar i z o n a ........... 31, 85 0 1 ,300 4.1
M ont  a n a ........... 5,990 1,450 24.2
N e v a d a ............ 8,269 425 5.1
N ew  M e x i c o ....... 10,000 698 7.0
U t a h ............... 11,500 800 7.0
W y o m i n g ........... 4,000 358 9.0
Source: Personal c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w it h  SNA and BONE
pe rso n n el ,  April 2, 1991.
For the past tw en ty  years, N e v a d a  has e x p e r i e n c e d  
SNA m e m b e r s h i p  p e r c e n t a g e s  similar to A r i zo n a,  N e w  
Me xico, Utah, and W y o m i n g .  O ne  reaso n for the stead y
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d e c r e a s e  in m e m b e r s h i p  co u ld  be the g r a d u a l  incr ea se
in dues. L o w e r i n g  due s in order to in c r e a s e  m e m b e r s h i p
was p e r i o d i c a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  by the N N A  b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s
and m e m b e r s ,  ho we v e r  this n ev e r  o c c u r e d  b e c a u s e  the
funds to o p e r a t e  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  came f r om  
33
d u e s .
S al a r i e s  for R . N . ' s  in N e v a d a  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  be e n
hi g h e r  than tho se  of C a l i f o r n i a  R . N. ' s .  In add ition,
N e v a d a  does not h a v e  a st a t e income tax, so there is
m o r e  a v a i l a b l e  m o n e y  per pay  period. A l t h o u g h  m a n y
n u r s e s  v o c a l i z e  about the i n c r e a s i n g  dues, those n u r s e s
who ha v e  w o r k e d  in other states, p a r t i c u l a r l y
C a l i f o r n i a ,  are a w a r e  of h o w  g o o d  w a g e s  are in N ev ad a.
B e t w e e n  1977 and 1978, a n a t i o n w i d e  s t u d y
r e g a r d i n g  n u r s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  was c o n d u c t e d  by the
U n i v e r s i t y  of M a r y l a n d .  O n e  c o m p o n en t of this r es e a r c h
was to ad dr e s s n u r s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and
their r e l a t i o n s h i p s  to 4, 456  .registered nurse s.  S u r v e y
r e s p on s es  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  fr o m  p e o p l e  r e s i d i n g  in
C al i f o r n i a ,  L o u i si a n a,  M i c h i g a n ,  M i s s o u r i ,  and New
York. The p u r p o s e  was to d e t e r m i n e  the nurses'
p e r c e p t i o n s  of their o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and a s s o c i a t i o n  
34
a cti vi ti es.
F i n d i n g s  of the st u dy  r e v e a l e d  that b e t w e e n  1949 
and 1978, m e m b e r s h i p  in the A NA  h a d  d r o p p e d  from  57 %  to 
20% of all e m p l o y e d  r e g i s t e r e d  nurse s.  R e s u l t s  of the 
s u r v e y  in di c a te d  that 29% of the r e s p o n d e n t s  b e l o n g e d  
to A N A  and 2 6 . 5 %  h e l d  m e m b e r s h i p  in the st at e  nurses'
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35
a s s o c  iat i o n .
T he  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  that m o r e  s i ng l e  w o m e n
w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  b e y o n d  the b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  b e l o n g e d
to p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  G r a d u a t e  d e g r e e s  w e r e
h e l d  by 27% of a s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s ,  a n d a s s o c i a t e
d e g r e e  n u r s e s  w e r e  least lik e l y to be m e m b e r s  of
36
n u r s i n g ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  S i n g l e  w o m e n  w i t h
a d v a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n  are  m o r e  li k el y  to b e l o n g  b e c a u s e  of
the e x p o s u r e  to p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  that o c c u r s  in g r a d u a t e
p r o g r a m s  and  the t e n d e n c y  of s i n g l e  w o m e n  to be m o r e
a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  in p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in the
a b s e n c e  of f a m i l y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .
A l t h o u g h  26%  of the n u r s e s  q u e s t i o n e d  b e l o n g e d  to
the sta te  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o n l y  2.435 r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d e d  the
m e e t i n g s .  To o b t a i n  f u r th e r i n fo rm a ti o n , t ho se st ud y
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w ho  i n d i c a t e d  they w e r e  not m e m b e r s  of any
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  (40% of 4, 456), w e r e  as k ed
w h y  they d i d not join. A  m a j o r  r e a s o n  for lack of
a f f i l i a t i o n  for 55.935 of the n u r s e s  was the h i g h  cost
of m e m b e r s h i p  dues. I n c o n v e n i e n t  m e e t i n g  times or
p l a c e s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  by 33%. O t h e r  r e a s o n s  i n c lu d ed
lack of in te re st or d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of
the a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a nd  b e l i e f  that the a s s o c i a t i o n  d i d
37
not a d d r e s s  the n e e d s  of the w o r k i n g  nurse.
B e c a u s e  this s t u d y  d i d  not i n c l u d e a s t at e  that 
is s i m il a r  to N e v a d a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  and g e o g r a p h i c  
c o m p o s i t i o n ,  c a u t i o n  was u s e d  in g e n e r a l i z i n g  results.
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Ho we v e r ,  d a t a  p r e v i o u s l y  p r e s e n t e d  in ta bl es  2, 3,
and 4 id en t if i e s a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  d e c r e a s e  in S N A  m e m b e r s h i p
at a re g io nal  level in st a t e s  w i t h  si m i l a r  g e o g r a p h y  and
p o p u l a t i o n .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  of R . N . ' s  in the N e v a d a  Nurse s'
A s s o c i a t i o n  has d e c r e a s e d  f r o m  27% in 1971 to 5%  in
1990, and the reason s for lack of a f f i l i a t i o n  c i t e d  in
the st u dy  h a v e  b e en  v o i c e d  b y  N e v a d a  nurse s. 1990
s t a t i s t i c s  i n di cat e that m o r e  than 50 %  of N N A  m e m b e r s
h av e  a B.S.N. or g r a d u a t e  d eg r e e,  and on ly  40 out of
38
the 425 m e m b e r s  are A.D. pr e pa r e d.
N e v a d a  is a rural sta te w i t h  two areas of 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  p o p u la t i on :  R e n o  an d  Las Vegas. As a
result, th es e two d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h e ld  the 
largest nu m b e r  of me mb e rs .  An n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  are h e l d  
in these c it ies  du r i n g  a l t e r n a t i n g  years, p e r i o d i c a l l y  
u t i l i z i n g  a rural lo c at io n  to in c r e a s e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .
T he  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  R e n o  and Elko, w h i c h  is ne a r  the 
U t a h  border, is 289 miles . T o n o p a h  is 207 m i l e s  n o r t h  
of Las Vegas, and H a w t h o r n e  is 132 m i l e s  s o u t h  of Reno, 
so n ur se s  have  ha d  to travel c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e s  fr o m  
rural ar ea s to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a c t i v i t e s  in the largest 
cities. The e x pe n s e  of a t t e n d i n g  m e e t i n g s ,  loss of time 
and sa l a ry  fr o m work, plus  the ba d  w e a t h e r  in wi n t e r  
m o n t h s  all c o n t r i b u t e  to d e c r e a s e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .
M e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g s  h a ve  u s u a l l y  b e e n  h e l d  in the 
e ve n i n g s  d u r i n g  the week, m a k i n g  a t t e n d a n c e  d i f f i c u l t  
for n u r s e s  w o r k i n g  e v e n i n g  or n ig h t  shifts, and for 
those who ha v e children. Th i s  m i g h t  h a v e  be e n a
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factor in low a t t e n d a n c e  du r i n g  the 1930's, e s p e c i a l l y  
si nce  m a n y  of the m a r r i e d  m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  that era wer e  
s po us es  of p h y s i c i a n s .  Si n g le  w o m e n  were  m o r e  likely 
to a t t e n d  as r e v e a l e d  in m i n u t e s  w h i c h  f r e q u e n t l y  in cl u d ed  
the title M i s s  or Mrs. b e f o r e  the n a me  of the member.
As the nu m be r  of s in gle  p a r e n t s  wi th  ch i ld ren  
in cr e a s e d  in the past two decad es,  r e f l e c t i n g  c ha n g i n g  
yal ues  of A m e r i c a n  society, the time and pl ac e of 
m e e t i n g s  c o n t i n u e d  to be an imp ort ant  con si de ra t i on .  A 
p o s s i b l e  w a y to in c re a s e m e m b e r s h i p  w o u l d  be the 
p r o v i s i o n  of c h il d  care se r vi c e s at m e e t i n g  loc ations  
so nu r se s  co ul d me e t  fa mily and p r o f e s s i o n a l  needs 
c o n c u r r e n t l y .
The i n f o r m a t i o n  fr o m  the M a r y l a n d  study r e v e a l i n g  
that n o n - m e m b e r s  of a s s o c i a t i o n s  d i d  not have  an 
interest in p a r t i c i p a t i n g  or d i s a g r e e d  wi t h the focus 
of the o r g a n i z a t i o n  has also be e n d e m o n s t r a t e d  in 
Nevada. E x a m p l e s  w e r e  cit ed  of n e w s p a p e r  reports of 
d i s s e n t i o n  b e t w e e n  nu rs e s in the ear ly  1900's. The 
at te m p t s  to c ha nge  le g i s l a t i o n  to r eq uir e the 6.S.N. 
for R. N' s is a current ex a mp l e  of d i s a g r e e m e n t  among 
m a n y  m e m b e r s  of the h e a l t h  care team.
Pe o p l e  who c r i t i c i z e  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
for fa i l i n g  to m a k e  q u i c k  ch an ges  in nursing, or for 
a d d r e s s i n g  issues that do not effect the w o r k i n g  nurse, 
will al wa ys  exist. T h e r e  are those who want the 
b e n e f i t s  p r o v i d e d  by the as so ci at i on ,  but are u n w i l l i n g  
to pa r t ic ip a te .  Thi s is s i mp ly  a smal le r v e r s i o n  of the
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p l u r a l i s t  c h a r a c t e r  of a d e m o c r a t i c  society.
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the g r e a t e s t  a t t e n d a n c e  at m e e t i n g s
o c c u r e d  w h e n  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  or s e n s i t i v e  issue was up
for di s c u s s i o n ,  or w h e n  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n  had
b e e n  arr anged. For example, in the 1 9 3 0 ' s, m e m b e r s
t urn ed  out to hear  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  the A N A  speak, to v o t e
a ga in st  h a v i n g  an eight hour w o r k  day, a n d to e s t a b l i s h
39
a Re n o c h apt er  of the A m e r i c a n  R e d  Cross.
L e g i s l a t i o n  r ef l e ct s  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  and
c o n g r u e n c e  w i t h  go a l s  id e n t i f i e d  by the na t io nal
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A r c h i v a l  d a t a  r e v e a l e d  that N N A  was
a lwa ys  i n v o l v e d  in l e g i s l a t i v e  issues a n d h ad  an
i nf l uen ce on the p a s s a g e  of the first N u r s e  P r a c t i c e
Act. Ho we ve r, N N A  h a d m i n i m a l  or f r a g m e n t e d  interest in
b e c o m i n g  in vo l ve d  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t e d  to p r a c ti c a l
n u r s i n g  in Nevad a.
In 1944 the N N A  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c o m m i t t e e  to a d dr e s s
p o s s i b l e  r e g u l a t i o n  of pr a c ti ca l  nu r s e s  (P.N.'s). A
su rv e y was to be c o n d u c t e d  to look at the number,
edu cat io n,  emp lo ye rs,  and wages of P. N . 's  in Nevada,
but results w e r e  not lo ca te d in a v a i l a b l e  archival 
40
m at e ri  a 1.
On  M a r c h  23, 1949, a Pr a ct i c al  N u r s i n g  Act was 
p a s s e d  by the N e v a d a  le g is l a tu r e . Th is  act to r eg u l a t e  
pr ac ti cal  nurses, d i d  not re qu i r e  any p r o g r a m  in 
theory or clin ica l instr uct ion . Pr o of  of e x p e r i e n c e  
was to be p r o v i d e d  in the for m of r e f e r e n c e  letters 
fro m N e v a d a  p h y s i c i a n s  w ho  co u l d attest to the
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c o m p e t e n c i e s  of the a p p l i c a n t .  T h e r ol e of N N A  in the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  or p a s s a g e  of this bill was not l o c a t e d  in
the d a t a  re vi e w ed ,  and the N e v a d a  l e g i s l a t u r e  d i d not
41
start k e e p i n g  m i n u t e s  until 1965.
O n  the n a t i o n a l  level, p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  h a d  ve r y
few s t a n d a r d s  and  m i n i m a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  to di r ec t
a c t i v i t i e s .  In some states, a n y o n e  w h o  p r o v i d e d
a s s i s t a n c e  in h o m es  or i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h e r e  there was
s i c k n e s s  c o ul d  u s e  the t i tl e  of P.N. M a n y  d i d  w or k
u nd er  the d i r e c t i o n  of a p hy s i c i a n ,  t h e r e f o r e  a s k i n g
for p h y s i c i a n  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of e x p e r t i s e  was not 
42
u n u s u a l .
In 1955, the Pr a c t i c a l  N u r s i n g  Act was a m e n d e d  to
r e q u i r e  c o m p l e t i o n  of a p r o g r a m  of tr a ini ng . How e ve r ,
ev en in the m os t cu rr en t  r e g u l a t i o n s  it is not s p e c i f i e d
how  long the p r o g r a m  m u s t  be in t h e o r y  or c li nic al  
43
exper i e n c e .
It is not k n o w n  w h y  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  
not b e en  i n t r o d u c e d  into the act. W h e n  the e n t ry  into 
p r a c t i c e  issue was a d d r e s s e d  d u r i n g  the 1980's 
p r a c t i c a l  n u r se s  w o u l d  h av e  b e e n  s u b s u m e d  into the 
a s s o c i a t e  n u r s e  c at eg or y, and u l t i m a t e l y  all P.N. 
p r o g r a m s  in N e v a d a  w o u l d  be e l i m i na t e d.
W h e n  l e g i s l a t i o n  was p a s s e d  r e q u i r i n g  l i c e n s i n g  
for r e g i s t e r e d  nur se s,  it was a c k n o w l e d g e d  that there 
was c o n f l i c t  and c o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  t r a i n e d  and 
p r a c t i c a l  nu rse s.  In the e a rly  y e a r s  of NNA, o b v i ou s  
a n t a g o n i s m  e x i s t e d  on the part of so me  m e m b e r s ,  e n o u g h
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to m e r i t  i s s u a n c e  of n o t i c e s  f o r b i d d i n g  g r a d u a t e  nu r s e s  
a n d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  w o r k i n g  to gether. T h e r e f o r e ,  it 
w as  s u r p r i s i n g  that the a s s o c i a t i o n  di d  not c a p i t a l i z e  
on the o p p o r t u n i t y  to exert som e control over those  
n u r s e s  w h o w e r e  p e r h a p s  t h r e a t e n i n g  the e c o n o m i c  
s e c u r i t y  of t r a i n e d  nurses, by s e t t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  for 
the e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  of the P.N.
D u r i n g  the 1970's and 1980's, the L e g i s l a t i v e
C o m m i t t e e ,  w i t h  c o m p o n e n t s  in the n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n
pa r t s  of the state, m o n i t o r e d  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the
N e v a d a  le gi s la t u re .  A m e n d m e n t s  to the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e
Act w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  p r i m a r i l y  by the BONE, ho w e v e r
input wa s  al w a y s  p r o v i d e d  by NNA. M o s t  of the c h a n g e s
to the act r e f l e c t e d  the e x p a n d i n g  role of the n u r s e
that o c c u r r e d  at a n a t i o n w i d e  level, i n c l u d i n g  n u r s e
44
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a nd  cl inical n u r s e  s p e c i al i s ts .
I nt er es t in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  as 
the m i n i m u m  d e g r e e  to p r a c t i c e  as a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  
o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  the 1980's, h o w e v e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  was not 
in tr o du c e d . E d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a rd s  for n ur s e s  is a key 
c o m p o n e n t  of p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  that has yet to be 
r e a l i z e d  for Ne va da . Th e a b s e n c e  of any type of 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  in N e v a d a  b e t w e e n  1922 and 
1957 m a y  be an i n d i c a to r  for the future.
W h e n  the SMH T r a i n i n g  School for N u r s e s  c l o s e d  in 
1922, it was p r i m a r i l y  as a result of fa il ed  a tt e m p t s  
to pas s l e g i s l a t i o n  to r e gi s t e r n u rse s. As a result, 
N e v a d a  was left w i t h o u t  any type of e d u c a t i o n a l
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p r o g r a m  for nurse s.  R e s i d e n t s  w h o  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
the p r o f e s s i o n  we re  fo r ce d  to leave the st at e for 
education, w i t h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of their ret ur n to care 
for the p e o p l e  of Nevada.
N e v a d a n s  d i d  not ex pr e s s interest in d e v e l o p i n g  
n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  until the 1950's. Thi s can 
be re la t ed  to the lack of p u b l i c  f u nd i n g  for higher  
e d u c a t i o n  that has h i s t o r i c a l l y  o c c u r r e d  in Nevada . As 
the p o p u l a t i o n  b e g a n  to expand, e s p e c i a l l y  in the 
1950's wh e n  the s o u t h e r n  part of the state gr ew  
s i g n if i ca nt l y,  pe o p l e  r e a l i z e d  that m o r e  n u r s e s  wo u l d  
be needed . It se e m e d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s  to keep 
n u r s i n g  st u de n t s  w i t h i n  the state.
D u r i n g  the 1950's, ch an ges  in n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n
w e r e  o c c u r r i n g  on the n at io n a l  level. A.D. p r o g r a m s  were
b e c o m i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  in c o m m u n i t y  colleges as the answer
to the n u r s i n g  sh ortage. Fe der al  N u r s e  T r a i n e e s h i p s  p r o v i d e d
fin ancial aid for r e g i s t e r e d  n ur s e s p u r s u i n g  n u r s i n g
e d u c a t i o n  in ar ea s of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  su pe rvi sio n,  and
instruction. T h i r t y - e i g h t  st at e s  had at least one
45
school o f f e r i n g  the t r a i n e e s h i p s  to nurses.
B.S.N. and M.S.N. p r o g r a m s  w e re  i nc r e a s i n g  in
nu m b e r  w h i l e  d i p l o m a  and A.D. pr o g r a m s  were c o m p e t i n g
for students. By the 1960's, m o r e  federal fu n di n g
be ca m e a v a i l a b l e  for b u i l d i n g  sc ho ol s and e s t a b l i s h i n g
prog ram s.  A N A  p u b l i s h e d  the 1965 P o s i t i o n  Pap er
e n c o u r a g i n g  the B.S.N. as the m i n i m u m  e d u c a t i o n  for
46
r e g i s t e r e d  nurses.
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N e v a d a  b e g a n  m o v i n g  t o w a rd s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a
B.S.N. p r o g r a m  in 1953, w h e n  the p r e si d en t  of the
U n i v e r s i t y  of Nev ada, M i n a r d  Stout, m a d e  a tour of
the s t at e  and  r e c e i v e d  input f ro m  ci t iz en s  w a n t i n g  to
have a n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  the state. In 1954, N N A
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  by the U.S.
D e p a r t m e n t  of Health, E d u c a t i o n ,  and W e l f a r e  to
id ent if y the needs of the o n l y  s t ate  w i t ho u t  so m e  form
47
of n u r s i n g  educatio n.
M os t  sta t e s d e t e r m i n e  h e a l t h  care n e e d s f r o m  the
census. N e v a da ,  w i th  a large n u m b e r  of t o ur ist s and
s h o r t - t e r m  r e s i de n ts  a r r i v i n g  to o b t a i n  d i v o r c e s ,  had
to c o n si d er  this tr an s i en t  p o p u l a t i o n  in a d d i t i o n  to
the l o n g - t e r m  citizen. C o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  f o r m ed  u t i l i z i n g
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  M a r y
W i l l i a m s  was  fr om  the BONE, L a u r a  M e r l i n o  and A m e l i a
Ha rp e r  from NNA, C h r i s t i e  C o r b e t t  fr om  the S t ate
D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  Sis t e r S e r a p h i n e  f rom  S M H ,
C l y d e Fox fr o m  W G H , and  W i l l i a m  W o o d  from UNR, we re
48
amo ng the p a r t i c ip a n ts .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a
d e g r e e  p r o g r a m  in n u r s i n g  at the u n i v e r s i t y  level, a
s t a t e w i d e  re c r u i t m e n t  of s t u d e n t s  f a c i l i t a t e d  by NNA,
the d e v e l o p m e n t  and p r o v i s i o n  of cou rse s and w o r k s h o p s
for n u rs es  as a c o o p e r a t i v e  effor t b e t w e e n  the
u n i v e r s i t y  and NNA, and  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of e du c a t i o n a l
programs, po li c i es ,  and  job d e s c r i p t i o n s  w i t h i n  all
49
ho s p i t a l s  and h e a l t h  ag e nci es.
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In the a b s e n c e  of a n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  Neva da,
the s u p p l y  of n u r s e s  was c o m i n g  f ro m  o t he r  states, wi t h
the largest n u m b e r  fr o m  C a l i f o r n i a .  D i s a d v a n t a g e s  of
re l y i n g  on o u t - o f - s t a t e  n u r s e s  w er e  i d e n t i f i e d  as (1)
the i n a b i l i t y  to plan  for f u t u r e  s u p p l y  and d em a n d ,  and
(2) a hi g he r  tu r nov er rate of n u r s e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  result
in in c re a s e d  h e a l t h  care costs and lo we r e d n u r s i n g  e f f i c i en c y .
In 1953, there w e r e  637 r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  in the state
for a p o p u l a t i o n  of 215,000. Th e  N e v a d a  R.N. to
p o p u l a t i o n  ra t io  was 2 9 6 / 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o m p a r e d  to the U n i t e d
States R.N. to p o p u l a t i o n  r at i o  of 2 49 / 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h
mea nt N e v a d a  was a c t u a l l y  be t te r  off tha n the n a t i o n  as 
50
a whole.
R a t i o s  of p a t i e n t s  to staff, p r o f e s s i o n a l  to n o n ­
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e rs on n el ,  and p r o j e c t e d  ne eds  w e r e  
d e t e r m in ed .  Input from  a g e n c y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 
nu rs e s r e v e a l e d  that a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m  
sh oul d be e s t a b l i s h e d  rather than a d i p l o m a  p ro g r am ,  to
give  g r a d u a t e s  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p u r s u e  a d v a n c e d  
51
educat i o n .
Su rv e y r e sul ts r e c o g n i z e d  that f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e
of the m a n d a t o r y  law r e q u i r i n g  l i c e n s i n g  of p r a c ti c al
nu rs e s (1949), one pr a c ti c a l n u r s e  p r o g r a m  was
e s t a b l i s h e d  in Las Veg as in 1952. T he  v o c a t i o n a l
c our se  p r o v i d e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  in c l u de d
a clinical com po n en t,  but the lengt h of the p r o g r a m  was
52
not identif ied . Thi s was the o n l y  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  of 
any kind  w i t h i n  N e v a d a  at this time.
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T he  first B.S.N. p r o g r a m  in N e v a d a  was e s t a b l i s h e d
at U N R  in 1957. A r t h u r  E. O r v i s  ha d d o n a t e d  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0
in a p p r e c i a t i o n  of n u r s i n g  ca re  he h a d  r e c e i v e d  w h i l e
h o s p i t a l i z e d  in Reno. T h e  s t a t e  m a t c h e d  thos e funds,
w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  the b u i l d i n g  n a m e d  the O r v i s  School of
N u r s i n g  (OSN). T h e  first class g r a d u a t e d  in 1961, and
N N A  b o u g h t  n u r s i n g  pins for e ac h  g r a d u a t e .  In the 1980's,
the a s s o c i a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  s c h o l a r s h i p s  to s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d
in the p r o g r a m ,  w i t h  spe cia l e m p h as is  on R . N . ' s  r e t u r n i n g  
53
for a B.S. N.
The a r c h i v a l  d a t a  r e l a t e d  to the N N A  in the 
1950's and  1960 's is m i n i m a l ,  a n d  d oes  not p r o v i d e  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  ab ou t the role of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  the su rv ey.  O b v i o u s l y ,  the a s s o c i a t i o n  
was a d d r e s s i n g  a goal of A N A  by r a i si n g  e du c a t i o n a l  
s t a n d a r d s  w i t h i n  the state.
It was i n t e r e s t i n g  to n o t e  that w i t h i n  three  ye ar s  
of p a s s i n g  the law r e q u i r i n g  a lic e ns e  to p r a c t i c e  as a 
p r a c t i c a l  nur s e , a v o c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  h a d  bee n  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  Yet l i c e n s i n g  of r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  
o c c u r r e d  in 1923 and it was t w e n t y - f o u r  y e a r s b e f o r e  a 
p r o g r a m  to p r e p a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s  o p e n e d  in 
Nev ad a . P e r h a p s  the p e o p l e  w h o  d e v e l o p e d  the 
v o c a ti o na l  p r o g r a m  b e l i e v e d  that p r e p a r i n g  P . N . 's  
q u i c k l y  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e l y  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  labor to the 
h e a l t h  ca re w o r k  fo rce  to me e t  i n c r e a s i n g  de m an d s , yet 
ke ep the cost to e m p l o y e r s  low. T h e  lack of su p po r t  for
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h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  also i n f l u e n c e d  N e v a d a n s ,  as they
w a i t e d  to see if th ere w o u l d  be a n e e d  to s u p p l y  m o r e
n u r s e s  for a s t a t e  that had  a large rural p o p u l a t i o n
and  vast d e s e r t  area.
At the ti me  the U n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m  was opened,
f a c u l t y  w e r e  r e c r u i t e d  from o u t - o f - s t a t e  to s u p p l e m e n t
the few r e s i d e n t s  who had a d v a n c e d  de g re e s . A l t h o u g h
s t a t i s t i c s  w e r e  not a v a i l a b l e  i d e n t i f y i n g  n u r s e s  wi th
B . S . N . ' s  and M . S . N . ' s  in N e v a d a  in the 1950's,
the a b s e n c e  of any e d u c a ti o n al  p r o g r a m  in the state
l i m i t e d  the n u m b e r  of a v a i l a b l e  p e r s o nn e l  re s o urc es .
In 1964, a s e c o n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  su r v e y  was c o n d u c t e d
to i d e n t i f y  c u r re n t  and 1970 p r o j e c t e d  n e ed s  of n u rs e s
and n u r s i n g  in Nevada. C o n s u m e r s  and e m p l o y e r s  of
nu rse s,  c o n c e r n e d  about a n u r s i n g  sh ortage, w a n t e d  to
e x a m i n e  the p o t e n t i a l  for a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l
p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  the state. T h i s  s t ud y  was s p o n s o r e d  by
the N e v a d a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and i n c l u d e d
r e p e s e n t a t i o n  fr o m  age nc ies , e d u c at i on al  in s t it uti on s,
54
and p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  NNA.
R e s u l t s  of the s t u dy  r e v e a l e d  a n e e d  to d e v e l o p
m o r e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  at all levels, i n c l u d i n g  the
a d d i t i o n  of A.D. pro gr a ms ,  e x p a n s i o n  of the B.S.N.
pr og r a m,  and the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a M.S . N.  p r o g r a m  at
UNR. R e c r u i t m e n t  of a d d i t i o n a l  q u a l i f i e d  f a c u l t y  and
e n h a n c e m e n t  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o f f e r i n g s  w e r e  also 
55
e n c o u r a g e d .
In 1963, N e v a d a  had eight s c h oo l s  for p r a c t i c a l
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nursin g, un d e r the d i r e c t i o n  of the S t a t e  V o c a t i o n a l
E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t .  The d i r e c t o r s  an d i n s t r u c to r s
w e r e  nurses . T h e  m a j o r i t y  of pr a ct i c a l  n u r s e s  w o r k e d
in h o s p i t a l s  a nd  n u r s i n g  homes and the largest g r o u p
was b e t w e e n  the ages of 50 and 59. T h e r e  was still
just one school of p r o f e s s i o n a l  nu r s in g,  and no m ed i c al
56
school in the s t a t e  at that time.
The p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of sc h o o l s  for P .N .' s  was a 
r e s p o n s e  to the i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  n u r s i n g  
care and the lack of p u b l i c  su pp o r t for l o n g - t e r m  
e du c at i o na l p r o g r a m s .  W i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  g u i d e l i n e s  to 
d i c t a t e  the type and d u r a t i o n  of clinical and 
theore tic al  e x p e r i e n c e s  for P.N. p r og ra ms , this was a 
fast, i n e x p e n s i v e  wa y  to c o n t r i b u t e  to the w o r k  force. 
Si nce  a m a j o r i t y  of the w o m e n  w e r e  n e a r i n g  re t ir e m en t  
age, m a n y  m a y  h a v e  sought this o p p o r t u n i t y  to e s t a b l i s h  
an o c c u p a t i o n  a ft e r  ra is i n g  a f a m i l y  or after the d e a t h  
of a spouse. S o me  of these w o m e n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
p r a c t i c i n g  as n u r s e s  for m a n y  y e a r s  w i th o u t  the benefit 
of any formal tr ai n in g ,  and saw this as a c h a n c e  to 
l eg i ti m i z e  what they had a l wa y s  done. Until the pe op l e  
of the sta te  b e g a n  to see a n e e d  for p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n  w i t h i n  Ne vad a,  they w e r e  c on ten t to se tt le  
for ha v i n g  b a s i c  nee ds met.
In 1965, an A.D. n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  was e s t a b l i s h e d  at 
U N L V , p r i m a r i l y  as a result of lo b by i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of NN A  
m e m b e r s  in the south. In 1972, this p r o g r a m  was 
e x p a n d e d  to a s e c o n d  step p r o g r a m  c u l m i n a t i n g  in a B.S.N.
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This a l l o w e d  R . N . ' s  w i t h  an A.D. the o p p o r t u n i t y  to
earn the B . S . N  in two y ear s.  H o p e f u l l y  it w o u l d
e n c o u r a g e  n u r s e s  to r e t u r n  to school for h i g h e r
ed uc a ti o n . T h e  N N A  p r o v i d e d  a d v i s o r s  to the n u r s i n g
p r o g r a m s  and r e g u l a r l y  i n v i t e d  s t u d e n t s  to p a r t i c i p a t e
57
in o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .
T he  i n f l u e n c e  of the a s s o c i a t i o n  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 
se c o n d  p r o g r a m  in N e v a d a  to p r e p a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  nu r se s  
has b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d .  A p p a r e n t l y  the m e m b e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  
the d i s c r e p e n c y  in p r o g r a m  a v a i l a b i l i t y  for p r a c t i c a l  
and r e g i s t e r e d  n ur ses , an d  felt the time was right to 
push for a d d i t i o n a l  s up po rt . By this time, the 
two ye a r p r o g r a m  l e a d i n g  to an A.D. was g a i n i n g  
m o m e n t u m  ac r o s s  the count ry,  a nd  was a fast w a y  to 
c o m p l e m e n t  the w o r k  force. Th e  i n v o l v e m e n t  of N N A  w i t h  
studen t n u r s e s  was als o a m e t h o d  of r e c r u i t i n g  future  
m e m b e r s  for the a s s o c i a t i o n .  By e x p o s i n g  the s tu d e n t s  
to the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and by o f f e r i n g  
n u r s e  m e n t o r s ,  it was h o p e d  that ne w g r a d u a t e s  wo u l d  
add to the s t r e n g t h  and siz e of NNA.
D u r i n g  the 1970's, the a s s o c i a t i o n  b e g a n  to 
ex am i ne  c r i t e r i a  for c o n t i n u i n g  ed uc at i o n,  in the event 
that it w o u l d  b e c o m e  a r e q u i r e m e n t  for r e l i c e n s u r e  as a 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  in Ne v a da . Ag ain, f o l l o w i n g  n a t i o n a l  
trends an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  the st a te  s u r v e y s  
c o n d u c t e d  in 1954 and 1964, N N A  b e g a n  p l a n n i n g  for the 
future. A  c o m m i t t e e  d e v e l o p e d  a p oi n t  s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  
m e m b e r s  c ou ld  e a rn  t wel ve p o i n t s  in two y e a r s  by
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p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,
a t t e n d i n g  w o r k s h o p s ,  and by p r o v i d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  
58
service.
This  s y s t e m  was ne ve r  im p l em e n te d,  p r i m a r i l y  
b e c a u s e  it r e q u i r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m o n i t o r i n g  by m e m b e r s  
of the a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and was n o n - s p e c i f i c  e n o u g h  to 
a l l o w  for c o n s i d e r a b l e  var ia ti on.  The c o m m i t t e e  had  
a t t e m p t e d  to d e v e l o p  a s y s t e m  that w o u l d  be n e f i t  b o t h  
the o r g a n i z a t i o n  and nurses . By g i v i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  for 
m e m b e r s h i p  in NNA, the nu r s e s  w o u l d  be r e w a r d e d  w i t h  a 
m e c h a n i s m  to insure re l i ce n s ur e ,  and the o r g a n i z a t i o n  
w o u l d  g r o w  in nu mb e r s .  Also, e n c o u r a g i n g  n u r s e s  to 
a t t e n d  w o r k s h o p s  and p r o v i d e  the c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  s e r v i c e  
w o u l d  b en e f i t  the ind ivi du al n u r s e  and the co nsumer.
It was an at te mpt  to s a t i s f y  the n e e d s  of e v e r y o n e  in 
the most e f f i c i e n t  manner .
In the 1970's, ad di ti o na l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r og r a m s  
d e v e l o p e d  in the state. W e s t e r n  N e v a d a  C o m m u n i t y  
C o l l e g e  in Re n o  (later b e c o m i n g  T r u c k e e  M e a d o w s  
C o m m u n i t y  C ol le g e )  o p e n e d  an A.D. p r o g r a m  for r e s i d e nt s  
in the n o r t h e r n  part of the state. A M.S.N . p r o g r a m  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  at U N R ' s  Or v i s  School of Nu rs i n g,  as it had  
a well e s t a b l i s h e d  B.S.N. p r o g r a m  and a v a i l a b l e  
r e s o u r c e s  to im p l em e n t the p ro g r am . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  
all ed uc a ti on a l f a c i l i t i e s  b e g a n  m e e t i n g  toge th er to
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in cr e as e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  A.D. and B . S. N pr o g ram s.
In 1979, the N N A  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  was fo r m e d  to 
su p p o r t  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  for n u r s e s  and to o r g a n i z e
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m e t h o d s  to deal w i th  the ent ry  into p r a c t i c e  issue. On e
of the initial p r o j e c t s  of the c o m m i t t e e  was to hold
fo ru m s t hr ou g ho u t  the sta te to e xp l a i n  the ed u ca t i on a l
60
r e q u i r e m e n t s  for nu r s e s  that we r e  b e i n g  for mu l at ed .
T h e  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  had c o m p o n e n t s  in the
n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  regions of Ne va da.  T a s k s  were
d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  the groups, and r e s u l t e d  in the
d e v e l o p m e n t  of d e f i n i t i o n s  for a s s o c i a t e  and
p r o f e s s i o n a l  nurse s. T h e A s s o c i a t e  N u r s e  (A.N. or
Level I), w o u l d  p r a c t i c e  basic n u r s i n g  under di rect
s u p e r v i s i o n  of the R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  (R.N. or Level II),
and ho l d  an A.D. in nu rsing. Pr a ct ica l n u r s e s  wo ul d
be el i g i b l e  to take the e x a m i n a t i o n  to b e c o m e  an
A.N., and e v e n t u a l l y  the pr a c tic al n u r s e  p r o g r a m s
w o u l d  be elimin ate d. T h e R.N. w o u l d  h a v e  a B.S.N.
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and w o u l d  p r a c t i c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  nursing.
In a n t i c i p a t i o n  of the 1985 an d/or 1987 N e v a d a
sta te le g i sl a t iv e session, the N N A L e g i s l a t i v e
C o m m i t t e e  b e g a n  d r a f t i n g  a bill u t i l i z i n g  these
d e f i n i ti on s . In 1985, the N N A  b oa r d  of d i r e c t o r s
d e v e l o p e d  a plan  of a c t i o n  to ed uc a te  all n u r s e s  about
s u p p o r t i n g  the B.S.N. d e g r e e  as the m i n i m u m  ed uc at ion al
level for R. N. 's.  A  core g r o u p  of m e m b e r s ,  p r i m a r i l y
e d u c a t o r s  from the u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o m m u n i t y  colleges,
b e g a n  a series of w o r k s h o p s  to pr es en t and d e f e n d  N N A 's
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p o s i t i o n  on the en t ry  into p r a c t i c e  issue. T h e r e  was 
some o p p o s i t i o n  f r om  A.D. R . N . ' s  and P . N . ’s but N N A  had 
tried to limit that by in vo l vi n g  f ac u l t y  m e m b e r s  from
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these p r o g r a m s  as well as u n i v e r s i t y  in s tr u c to r s .
D u r i n g  the 1 9 8 0 ' s N N A  d i r e c t e d  all e n e r g y  to w ar d  
the e n tr y  into p r a c t i c e  issue. The e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  
to d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  the st ate 
a t t e m p t e d  to s ho w u n i t y  by  h a v i n g  n u r s e s  fr o m  all 
ed u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the process. 
Ho we v e r,  the po l i ti ca l  c l i m a t e  at the time r e v e a l e d  that 
p a s s a g e  of a bill m a n d a t i n g  a B.S.N. for p r a c t i c e  as a 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  w o ul d  not be f o r t h c o m i n g  in the near 
future. T h e  lack of s u c c e s s  in i m p l e m e n t i n g  c h an g e  at 
this time can be a t t r i b u t e d  to lack of c o n s e n s u s  amo n g  
nu rses, bo t h  w i t h i n  N e v a d a  a nd  on the n a t i on a l  level, 
to e s t a b l i s h  a m i n i m u m  level of ed uca ti o n.  V er y  few 
states had  l e g i s l a t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e nt s ,  and  the 
N e v a d a  l e g i s l a t o r s  did not see a n e e d  to c h a ng e  a 
s y s t e m  that was o b v i o u s l y  wo rk in g . No g r o u p  of n u rs e s  
were a ble  to c o n v i n c e  t he m to c h an g e  their min ds .
T h e r e  was still d i s s e n t i o n  b e t w e e n  pr a ct i c al  
n ur s e s  and r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s,  and p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  felt 
there was a m o v e  to e l i m i n a t e  their ser vic es.  Ev en  
though p r o v i s i o n  had b e e n  m a d e  to in cl u d e the P . N . ' s  into 
the a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  c a t e g o ry ,  it di d not sit well wi th  
those w h o  h ad  b e e n  w o r k i n g  for m a n y  years. Some 
e d u ca t o rs  we r e  c o n c e r n e d  ab out the e l i m i n a t i o n  of 
pr ac t ic a l  n u r s i n g  p r o g ra m s , and e m p l o y e r s  we r e  
c o n c e r n e d  about the i n c r e a s e d  w a ge s  that w o u l d  be 
r e q u i r e d  for e d u c a t e d  nu rs es.  Thi s a t t i t u d e  was 
r e f l e c t i v e  of l o n g s t a n d i n g  b e l i e f s  that n u r s e s  d i d not
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r e q u i r e  e d u c a t i o n  to do b a s i c  tasks.
P r o b a b l y  one of the m o s t  s i g n f i c a n t  r o a d b l o c k s  
d u r i n g  the 1980's we r e  the leg is l at o r s.  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  
a v er y p o w e r f u l  le g i s l a t o r  f r o m  Las Vegas, the late 
M a r v i n  Sedway, was a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  c o m m i t t e e s  
r e l a t e d  to h e a l t h  care. H e was o p p o s s e d  to the B . S. N  
p r o p o s a l  and  m a d e  it k n o w n  that he w o u l d  se e k  su ppo rt  
for the d e f e a t  of any bill p r e s e n t e d  to m a n d a t e  a 
ch an g e  in re q u i r e m e n t s .  M a n y  N N A  m e mb e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
in Las Vegas, also b e l i e v e d  he was i n f l u e n c e d  by the 
fact that his wife was a p r a c t i c a l  nurse. He d i e d  in 
1990, and it will be i n t e r e s t i n g  to see if n u r s i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n  b e c o m e s  any eas ie r  to impl em en t in the 
future, or if s o m eo n e  will take his p l ac e  in r e s i s t i n g  
n u r s i n g  a d v a n c e m e n t s .
T h e r e f o r e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  the li k e l i h o o d  of de feat, 
the N N A  v o t e d  to table p l ans  to i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
d u r i n g  the 1980's. It was the c o n s e n s u s  of the b o ard  
that i n t r o d u c i n g  a bill and  s u f f e r i n g  d e f ea t  w o u l d  do 
m o r e  h a r m  than h o l d i n g  b a c k  and w a i t i n g  for a m o r e  
o p p o r t u n e  time to pu s h  for le gi sl at i on .  M a n y  felt that 
o nce  C a l i f o r n i a  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  the B.S.N, 
then it w o u l d  be easy for N e v a d a  to do the same, as 
C a l i f o r n i a  is f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  as the b a r o m e t e r  of 
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  for the N e v a d a  state  le g i sl a t or s .  
Ho we v er ,  C a l i f o r n i a  did not o v e r c o m e  this h u r d l e  and to 
da t e  the o n l y  s t ate  to r e q u i r e  the B.S.N. for 
l i c e n s u r e  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e  is N o r t h  Da kota.
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Th e i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a r e v i e w  of N N A  d a t a  
s u g g e s t s  that c o n s u m e r s  ha d  the g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  on 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  
w i t h i n  Ne v a d a .  P e r h a p s  it will b e c o n s u m e r s  who 
u l t i m a t e l y  i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the en tr y  
into p r a c t i c e  issue. As a result, it w o u l d  s e e m  
b e n e f i c i a l  for n u r s i n g  to di r ec t a t t e n t i o n  to e d u c a t i n g  
the p u b l i c  about n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  at the st at e  and  
nat ional 1e v e l .
N N A 's a t t e m p t  to e s t a b l i s h  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  of 
n u r s i n g  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A N A  g o a l s  an d  p u r p o s e s  to 
r ai s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  st an d a rd s ,  p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c  f r om  
in fe r io r  n u r s i n g  care, d i s s e m i n a t e  n u r s i n g  i n for ma ti on,  
and i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to nu rs ing . N N A  
fell short on e f fo rt s  to i n f l u e n c e  r e g u l a t i o n  of 
p r a c t i c a l  n u r s i n g ,  and did not a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  until the 19 70' s and 1980's.
T h e r e  w e r e  e f fo r t s  to b e c o m e  i n vo l v e d  in 
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  in the late 1950' s and 1960's, but 
the q u e s t i o n  r em a i n s  as to why N N A  did not st r iv e  to 
d e v e l o p  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  prior to 1957.
It is a p p a r e n t  by r e v i e w i n g  s t a t i s t i c s ,  that a s t r u g g l e  
to e s t a b l i s h  a s t r o n g  m e m b e r s h i p  has c o n t i n u e d  to be a 
pr ob l e m ,  and w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  nu m b e r s ,  re s ul t s  will 
be 1 imi t e d .
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  to s t r u c t u r e  
an d p r o c e s s  we r e  evid ent , yet it was w i t h i n  this ar e a  
that the a s s o c i a t i o n  ha d d i f f i c u l t y  m a i n t a i n i n g
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e n d - r e s u l t  pr i n c i p l e s .  O r de r ,  sta bi li ty,  in i t i a t i v e  and 
es pri t de corps was i n c o n s i s t e n t  as a result of 
f l u c t u a t i n g  n u m b e r s  of SN A  m e m b e r s  and co n fl ic t  w i t h i n  the 
m e m b e r s h i p .  Ho w ev e r , by e x a m i n i n g  oth er  s tat es with  
si mi l a r g e o g r a p h i c  and p o p u l a t i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  as 
Ne va d a , it is r e a s s u r i n g  to di s c o v e r  that the state 
a p p r o x i m a t e s  several ot h e r states who are p r o b a b l y  
e x p e r i e n c i n g  s i mil ar fr us t ra t i on s .
Interact i on w i t h  Mi 1 i eu
A  co mm on th re ad  r e f l e c t i n g  N N A 's i n t e r a c t i o n  w it h  
the N e v a d a  en v i r o n m e n t  was in the area  of emp lo y me n t  
and labor rel ati on s. T h e N N A  m e m b e r s h i p  a d d r e s s e d  
v a r i o u s  issues of e m p l o y m e n t  for N e v a d a  nu r se s  
t h r o ug h o ut  the years. Som e issues w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  
brief ly,  o th ers  lasted s ev er al  month s.  Th e  fr a g m e n t e d  
arch iva l da t a  did not al w a y s  p r o v i d e  r a t i o n a l e  for 
items d i s c u s s e d  or d e c i s i o n s  made.
At the N o v e m b e r  3, 1931 m e e t i n g  of the
as so c i a t i o n ,  m e m b e r s  c o m p l a i n e d  about the e m p l oy m e nt  of
p r a c ti c al  n u r se s  instea d of g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  at W a s h o e
G en e r a l  H os p i t a l  in Reno. A  c o m m i t t e e  was a p p o i n t e d  to
i n v e s t i g a t e  the ma tt er,  but no furth er i n f o r m a t i o n  was 
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p r o v  i d e d .
In the D e c e m b e r  4, 1934 mi n ute s, it was re co r d e d  
that n o t i c e  was to be p o s t e d  in b ot h  R e n o  h o s p i t a l s  
(Saint M a r y ' s  and W a s h o e ) ,  that no g r a d u a t e  n u r s e  was 
a l l o w e d  to w o r k  w i t h  a p r a c t ic al  nurse. T h e r e  was no 
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f f e r e d  for this, nor any fu rth er  m e n t i o n
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of it in s u b s e q u e n t  minu te s.
T he  c o nf lic t b e t w e e n  P . N . ' s  and R . N . ' s  was not new 
or un i q u e  to Nevada. As d i s c u s s e d  earlier, there was 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c o r d  b e t w e e n  the two gr o u p s  at the time 
the law r e q u i r i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  was e n a c t e d  in 1923. In 
the 1 9 3 0 ' s the n a t i o n  was b e g i n n i n g  to w i t h d r a w  f ro m  
the de pr e ss io n , but i n d i v i d ua l s  w er e  still c o n c e r n e d  
about e m p l o y me n t  and sala rie s.  R. N . ' s  r e c e i v e d  m o r e  
m o n e y  than P.N.'s, and m a y  h a ve  felt t h r e a t e n e d  if the 
P.N's w e re  b e i n g  e m p l o y e d  to save  i n s t i t u t i o n s  money.  
Th ere  m a y  have b e en  c o n c e r n  for q u a l i t y  of care g i v e n  
by wo m e n  who had no formal n u r s e s  training.
Na t i o n w i d e ,  as the n o n p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p  i n c r e as ed
in numbe rs , R . N . ' s  b e c a m e  re s en tfu l about the u n cl e a r
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  P . N . ’s and R . N . ' s  and the d e g r e e  of
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and status g i v e n  to those w i th  less
training. Th e  c o m b i n a t i o n  of t h r e a t e n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l
identity and e c on o m i c  c o n c e r n s  ad de d  to the co nf li ct
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b e t w e e n  the two groups.
In 1933, the subject of m o v i n g  fro m 12 hour shifts 
to eight hour shifts was b ro u g h t  to a N N A  m e et i n g .  A 
national trend, N e v a d a  nu r s e s  w e r e  u n s u r e  of the 
change, so d i s c u s s e d  the m a t t e r  at several m e e t i n g s  
witho ut r e a c h i n g  a dec ision. Th e  r e c o r d i n g  s e c r e t a r y  
at that time d i d not id e n ti f y  any of the s u p p o r t i n g  or 
o p p o s i n g  views e x p r e s s e d  by m e mb e r s .  W h e n  a v o te  was 
taken at the O c t o b e r  3, 1934 m ee ti n g ,  a d o p t i o n  of the
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eight hour d ay  was d e f e a t e d  26 to 18.
In 1911, C a l i f o r n i a  ha d p a s s e d  a law l i mi t i ng  the
n u m b e r  of w o r k i n g  hours for w o m e n  to eight hou rs  a day,
but it did not i nc l u d e  nurses . In 1915, the law was
a m e n d e d  to includ e stude nt nur se s w i t h i n  the eight hour
limit. The A N A  tr i e d to g a i n  s u ppo rt for the eight
hour  d ay  in 1932, but was met w i t h  r e s i s t a n c e  f r om  m a n y
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sta te o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
The issue r e s u r f a c e d  at the N o v e m b e r  1935 m e e t i n g
w h e n  Ethel Swope, a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  of ANA, e n c o u r a g e d
N e v a d a  to adopt the eight hour da y  for p r i v a t e  duty
nurses . A l t h o u g h  C h r i s t i e  Co r be tt  w r o t e  in her brief
hi st o ri c a l s k e t c h  of N N A  that the a s s o c i a t i o n  a d o p t e d
the eight hour d a y  in 1937, those re c o r d s  are m i s s i n g
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fro m the archival data.
The A N A  s u p p o r t e d  the eight hou r w o r k  day for
n u r s e s  as a me a n s  to improv e q u a l i t y  of patien t
care and n u r s i n g  mo r a le .  B e t w e e n  1935 and 1937,
t w e n t y - s e v e n  s tat es a d o p t e d  the eight hour work  day,
i nc l u d i n g  A r iz o n a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Idaho, and M on t a na .
By 1940, f o r t y - f i v e  s ta tes  plus the D i s t r i c t  of
C o l u m b i a  and Ha wa ii  had the eight hour da y in p l a c e
for h os pi ta l staff nurses. A l t h o u g h  a re v ie w of A J N 's
d u r i n g  the 1930's d i d  not reveal a s p e c i f i c
a n n o u n c e m e n t  of N e v a d a ' s  a d o p t i o n  of the sh or te r wor k
day, it is p r o b a b l e  that it did oc c u r d u r i n g  this 
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t i m e .
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The r e s i s t a n c e  to the eight hou r da y  m a y  be 
a t t r i b u t e d  to c o n c e r n  for e c o n o m i c s  as well as 
s t a f fi n g.  M o s t  n u r s e s  w e r e  u s e d  to the tw e l ve  hour 
shifts, and it was s o m e w h a t  ea si e r  to f i n d  two n u rs e s  
i ns t e a d  of three to split t w e n t y - f o u r  h o ur  cov erage,  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  th e r e  w e r e  fewer n u r s e s  av ai la ble . It 
r e q u i r e d  w o r k i n g  m o r e  d a y s  to ear n a s a l a r y  equal to 
that e a r n e d  d u r i n g  t w e l v e  hou r shifts , w h i c h  has be e n  
o ne  of the a d v a n t a g e s  e x p r e s s e d  in su p p o r t  of the 
re cent r e t u r n  to t w e l v e  ho ur  sh i f t s  in m a n y  h o s p i t a l s  
a c r o s s  the nation .
A n o t h e r  ar e a  r e l a t e d  to e m p l o y m e n t  issues was
s i g n i f i c a n t  d u r i n g  1971. At that time, N N A  c o m p i l e d  a
b o o k l e t  " P o s i t i o n  D e s c r i p t i o n s ,  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of N u r s i n g  P e r s o n n e l  in N e v a d a "  (PDRQ).
T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e l i e v e d  that the p r o f e s s i o n  s ho uld
d e f i n e  n u r s i n g  c ar e  and  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and was
c o m m i t t e d  to h e l p i n g  h e a l t h  care a g e n c i e s  imp lem ent  the
g u i d e l i n e s .  D e s c r i p t i o n s  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  for n u r s i n g
a s s i s t a n t s  th ro u g h  d i r e c t o r s  of n u r s i n g  service, but did
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not i nc lud e fa c u l t y  p o s i t i o n s  in s c h o o l s  of nursing.
The N N A  was c o n s i d e r i n g  the n e e d s  of N e v a d a  nu rs es  
by h i r i n g  s u ppo rt  st af f  w h o  c o u l d  h e l p  m a n a g e  the 
o f f i c e  and offer s t r e n g t h  in the a r e a  of p ol i ti cs.
E v e n  th ou g h the e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  p o s i t i o n  was not 
f i l l e d  by a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  after 1976, the po l it i c al  
c l i m a t e  for n u r s i n g  was ch a n g i n g ,  an d n u r s e s  w e r e  not 
p o l i t i c a l l y  strong. C o n c e n t r a t i n g  on lo b b y i n g  ef fo rt s
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was also in r e s p o n s e  to the 1965 A N A  P o s i t i o n  Paper 
s u p p o r t i n g  the b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  as the m i n i m u m  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  for r e g i s t e r e d  n u rses. T h e  N N A  
r e c o g n i z e d  that the o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o u l d  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  
in e f f o r t s  to i m p l e m e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  in N e v ada.
W h e t h e r  a c c i d e n t a l  or d e l i b e r a t e ,  l o c a t i n g  the N N A  
o f f i c e  in the same b u i l d i n g  as the N e v a d a  M e d i c a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  a l l o w e d  the two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to interact 
m o r e  often. NNA, w h i c h  g e n e r a l l y  e n j o y e d  a g o o d  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  p h y s i c i a n s ,  was n o w  l o c a t e d  in c l o s e  
p h y s i c a l  p r o x i m i t y  to the g r o u p  w h i c h  c o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  
impact f u t u r e  a t t e m p t s  at n u r s i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .
N u r s i n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  
b e g a n  to i n c r e a s e  on the n a t i o n a l  level d u r i n g  the 
1960's, e s p e c i a l l y  in C a l i f o r n i a .  H o w e v e r ,  N N A  d i d  not 
h a v e  m u c h  i n v o l v e m e n t  until the 1970's, and this was 
l i m i t e d  b e c a u s e  of the r i g h t - t o - w o r k  laws in N e v a d a .
N N A  d i d  p r o v i d e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t e d  n u r s e s  in 
r e s o l v i n g  their d i s p u t e s .  H o w e v e r ,  N N A  does not have 
the large i n v o l v e m e n t  in c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  that is 
a typical c o m p o n e n t  of a m a j o r i t y  of SNA's.
Th e  laws not o n l y  limit a s s o c i a t i o n  invo l v e m e n t , 
but also limit n u r s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  to strikes. 
O c c a s s i o n a l l y  a c o n f l i c t  will arise, but most are 
r e s o l v e d  t h r o u g h  p r o p e r  sc a l a r  p r o c e s s e s .  As i n d i c a t e d  
e a r l i e r ,  N e v a d a  n u r s e s  h a v e  a larger s a l a r y  than can be 
o b t a i n e d  in m a n y  oth e r  states, and m o s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
p r o v i d e  a m p l e  b e n e f i t  p a c k a g e s .  As a rule, d i s p u t e s
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c o n c e r n  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  or s i t u a t i o n s  w h i c h  
j e o p a r d i z e  safe n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  and on c e  p u b l i c i z e d ,  
are u s u a l l y  q u i c k l y  resolved.
S u m m a r y
It is not s u r p r i s i n g  that N e v a d a  has not r e s o l v e d  
the conflict b e t w e e n  R . N . ' s  and P . N . ' s  and the entry  
into p r a c t i c e  issue. N e i t h e r  of these c o n c e r n s  ha v e  
b e e n  s e t t l e d  at the n a t i o n a l  level, a nd b o t h  are 
rela t e d  to e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  of h e a l t h  care 
prov i d e r s .
The i n f i g h t i n g  a m o n g  n u r s e s  is r e f l e c t i v e  of 
s t r u g g l e s  of w o m e n  to o b t a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  power, and 
d i r e c t i o n  in a p a t r i a r c h a l  society. Th e  w o m e n ' s  
m o v e m e n t  of the e a r l y  1900's sought u n i t y  of p u r p o s e  
and a d v a n c e m e n t  of women, yet a c h i e v e m e n t  of the right 
to vote d i d  not g u a r a n t e e  e q u a l i t y  in e m p l o y m e n t ,  
wages, or access to education.
N u r s i n g  is t r a d i t i o n a l l y  v i e w e d  as an a l t r u i s t i c  
s e r v i c e  w h i c h  is part of the n a t u r e  of women. C h a n g e  
in at t i t u d e s  and image can o n l y  occur w i t h  a q u i s i t i o n  
of legiti m a t e  power. B e c a u s e  women, and t h e r e f o r e  
n urses, do not h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  power, c h a n g e  is slow to 
d e v e 1 o p .
N u r s i n g  still a d h e r e s  to the m e d i c a l  model as 
e v i d e n c e d  by the use of n u r s i n g  " d i a g n o s e s "  and n u r s i n g  
"orders", as well as a t t e n t i o n  to s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  for 
n u r s i n g  practice. W i t h i n  n u r s i n g  those w i t h  less 
e d u c a t i o n  see t h e m s e l v e s  as the wor k e r s ,  and p e r c e i v e
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e d u c a t e d  n u r s e s  as d i r e c t o r s  or r e s e a r c h e r s ,  
u n i n t e r e s t e d  in the n e e d s  of t h o s e  at the bed s i d e .
W h e n  w o m e n  r e c e i v e  p o l i t i c a l  and social e q u a l i t y  they 
will b e g i n  to h a v e  the p o w e r  to i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
reform. Until n u r s e s  u n i t e  and a g r e e  u p o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s t a n d a r d s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  at all levels is 
1 imi ted.
S i n c e  1931, the N e v a d a  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n  has 
c o n f o r m e d  to the g o a l s  i d e n t i f i e d  for s t a t e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  by the n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  (1)
i n f l u e n c i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to n u r s i n g  and, (2) 
p r o v i d i n g  a m e c h a n i s m  for n u r s e s  to d i s s e m i n a t e  
n u r s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  at the state level. E x a m p l e s  of 
N N A 's impact ha v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of 
i n f l u e n t i a l  p e o p l e  a nd factors, p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  
and i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  the mil i e u .
T he a s s o c i a t i o n  also d e m o n s t r a t e d  p r i n c i p l e s  of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  by p r o v i d i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  in the 
f o r m  of a b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s ,  byla w s ,  d i v i s i o n  of labor 
into s p e c i a l t y  c o m m i t t e e s ,  and c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on n e e d s 
of the m a j o r i t y  of n u r s e s  and c o n s u m e r s .  Th e  NNA, 
a g r o u p  of n u r s e s  v o l u n t e e r i n g  their time and energy, 
r e c o g n i z e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  and c a p i t a l i z e d  on s t r e n g t h s  to 
r e m a i n  f u n c t i o n i n g  as an a s s o c i a t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  to the 
a d v a n c e m e n t  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  in N e v a d a .
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C h a p t e r  V 
S u m m a r y  a nd R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
S u m m a r y
T h r o u g h o u t  the years, N e v a d a  h as e x p e r i e n c e d  
p e r i o d s  of g r o w t h  a nd r e g r e s s i o n ,  r e f l e c t i v e  of the 
n a t u r e  of a s t a t e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  g o l d  a n d  silv e r  to 
s u p p o r t  its eco n o m y .  W i t h  e v e r y  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t  
d i s c o v e r e d ,  the p e o p l e  e x p e r i e n c e d  e c o n o m i c  i n s t a b i l i t y  
a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y .
C o e x i s t i n g  w i t h  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  ga m b l i n g ,  
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  alco h o l  c o n s u m p t i o n  b e c a m e  important 
c o n t r i b u t o r s  to the economy. A l t h o u g h  g e n e r a l l y  
p e r c e i v e d  by s o c i e t y  as immoral b e h a v i o r s ,  these vices 
b e c a m e  part of the N e v a d a  l i f e s t y l e  for t o u r i s t s  and 
r e s i d e n t s  alike. N u m e r o u s  a t t e m p t s  to r e g u l a t e  
m o r a l i t y  h a v e  p r o v e n  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  not o n l y  in Neva d a ,  
but on the n a t i o n a l  level as a t t e m p t s  at p r o h i b i t i o n  
w e r e  u l t i m a t e l y  re p e a l e d .
A l t h o u g h  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  m a n y  
n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  events, N e v a d a  was 
u l t i m a t e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  in m a n y  areas. T h e  s t a t e ' s  m i n e r a l s  
p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t  to e v e r y  war s i n c e  the Civil War.
In return, N e v a d a  was the b e n e f i c i a r y  of federal 
a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s  that p r o v i d e d  e m p l o y m e n t  for 
r e s i d e n t s .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  sites in
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the Las V e g a s  a r e a  s t i m u l a t e d  g r o w t h  in the s o u t h e r n  
part of the state.
In e a r l y  y e ars, h e a l t h  ca r e  for N e v a d a n s  was 
limi t e d  but g r a d u a l l y  i m p r o v e d  as q u a l i f i e d  p h y s i c i a n s  
and n u r s e s  e n t e r e d  the state. U n a b l e  to p r o v i d e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  of its own, N e v a d a  w as o b l i g a t e d  
to look to n e i g h b o r i n g  s t a t e s  for p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k e r s  
until the 1950's.
At the tu r n  of the t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  N e v a d a  
n u r s e s  b e g a n  to i n c r e a s e  in n u m b e r ,  a nd w e r e  s t i m u l a t e d  
to e s t a b l i s h  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  to i m p r o v e  s t a n d a r d s  of 
n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  q u a l i t y  of p a t i e n t  care. A f t e r  
initial a t t e m p t s  to o r g a n i z e  failed, p e r s i s t e n c e  on the 
part of R e n o  a r e a  n u r s e s  e v e n t u a l l y  led to the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of the N e v a d a  Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n ,  an 
off i c i a l  m e m b e r  of the A m e r i c a n  N u r s e s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n  
since 1920.
F a c e d  w i t h  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r s  of t r a i n e d  n u r s e s  
r e s i d i n g  in a s t a t e  c o n s i s t i n g  of vast d e s e r t  ex p a n s e s ,  
and r e m o t e  p o p u l a t i o n  c e nters, N N A  a d d r e s s e d  issues 
r e g a r d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  legi s l a t i o n , 
education, and labor r e l a t i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  i n i t i a l l y  
s t r o n g  in n u m b e r s ,  over the y e a r s  m e m b e r s h i p  has 
d e c r e a s e d  as the n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  i n c r e a s e d  
in Nevada. F r o m  a 2195 p a r t i c i p a t i o n  rate in 1930, to a 
5% rate in 1990, N N A  has m a n a g e d  to f u n c t i o n  as the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  for n u r s e s  in Neva d a .
A l t h o u g h  m u c h  of the p r i m a r y  d a t a  r e l a t e d  to the
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e v o l u t i o n  of the N N A  is m i s s i n g  or f r a g m e n t e d ,  s e v e r a l  
c o n c l u s i o n s  have b e e n  m a d e  about the a s s o c i a t i o n ,  b a s e d  
on a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s .  W h e n  the law r e q u i r i n g  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  of n u r s e s  was p a s s e d  in 1923, f o l l o w i n g  
t h r e e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s ,  it is c e r t a i n  that m e m b e r s  
of the a s s o c i a t i o n  w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in its p a s s a g e .  
P h y s i c i a n s  w e r e  in a p o s i t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  and 
p r e s t i g e ,  an d  the n u r s e s  w i s e l y  s o u g h t  the s u p p o r t  of 
the m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  
1egi slat ion.
Th i s  supp o r t  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l t e d  in s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the 
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  of the a s s o c i a t i o n .  W h e n  
the B O N E  w as e s t a b l i s h e d ,  two of the t h r e e  o r i g i n a l  
m e m b e r s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a s s o c i a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a nd 
w e r e  g r a d u a t e s  f r o m  the s h o r t - l i v e d  St. M a r y ' s  H o s p i t a l  
T r a i n i n g  School for N u r s e s  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  in R e n o  f r o m  
1912 t h r o u g h  1922.
A  c l o s e  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  N N A  
a nd the B O N E  t h r o u g h o u t  the years. C o m m u n i c a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  the two g r o u p s  r e m a i n e d  o p e n  as the a s s o c i a t i o n  
m o n i t o r e d  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  in the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act 
and r e c o m m e n d e d  n a m e s  of n u r s e s  for the v a r i o u s  
g o v e r n o r s  to c o n s i d e r  w h e n  v a c a n c i e s  a r o s e  on the 
board.
D u e  to the lack of r ecords, it is d i f f i c u l t  to 
c o n c l u d e  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  that N N A  w as i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
l e g i s l a t i o n  to r e g u l a t e  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s i n g  in 1949. A 
few i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  into p r a c t i c a l  n u r s i n g  w e r e
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m e n t i o n e d  in s o m e  of the m e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s .
T h e  q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s  as to w h y  N N A  or a n o t h e r  n u r s i n g  
g r o u p  n e v e r  p u s h e d  to h a v e  the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act 
a m e n d e d  to r e q u i r e  an e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  for 
p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  w i t h  a s p e c i f i e d  l e n g t h  of t h e o r e t i c a l  
a n d  c l i n i c a l  p r e p a r a t i o n .  T h i s  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e l a t e d  
to the h o s t i l i t y  k n o w n  to h a v e  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  P . N . ' s  
a n d  R . N . ' s  in a l m o s t  all of the states.
Th e  a b s e n c e  of an e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  for 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  in N e v a d a  for t w e n t y - f o u r  y e a r s  m e a n t  
the s t a t e  w a s  d e p e n d e n t  on n o n - r e s i d e n t  n u r s e s  to care 
for the sick. U n t i l  1953, w h e n  n u r s e s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  
v o i c e d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  about the l a c k  of e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  N e v a d a ,  N N A  h a d  d o n e  l i t t l e  in 
the w a y  of e d u c a t i o n .  O n c e  the n e e d s  of the s t a t e  w e r e 
d e t e r m i n e d ,  the a s s o c i a t i o n  w o r k e d  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
o t h e r  c o l l e a g u e s  to d e v e l o p  a s s o c i a t e ,  b a c c a l a u r e a t e ,  
a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  N N A  t h e n  b e g a n  to 
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of n e e d s  and 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .
M a n y  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  as a l a r g e  c o m p o n e n t  of a s s o c i a t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  N e v a d a  has laws m a n d a t i n g  the 
r i g h t - t o - w o r k , w h i c h  limit the a m o u n t  and type of 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w h i c h  N N A  c a n  h a v e  in r e l a t i o n  to 
e m p l o y m e n t  issues. C o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  a d v i s e m e n t  has 
b e e n  the b i g g e s t  o f f e r i n g  of m e m b e r s  t o w a r d  the 
r e s o l u t i o n  of c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  s t a f f  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t .
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In r e v i e w i n g  the a r c h i v a l  data, the m o s t  g l a r i n g  
o m i s s i o n  f r o m  the r e c o r d s  wa s  the f a i l u r e  of N N A  to 
a d d r e s s  issues u n i q u e  to N e v a d a .  P r o s t i t u t i o n  a n d  the 
a s s o c i a t e d  h e a l t h  risks, g a m b l i n g ,  an d  a l c o h o l i s m  w e r e 
n o t  d i s c u s s e d .  If they w e r e  of conc e r n ,  t h e y  d i d  not 
a p p e a r  on those r e c o r d s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .
T h e s e  v i c e s  c o n t r i b u t e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  to the e c o n o m i c  
s u p p o r t  of N e v a d a ,  a n d  p e r h a p s ,  as m o s t  of the 
c i t i z e n s ,  N N A  has a c c e p t e d  these b e h a v i o r s  as part of 
the society.
T h e  o n l y  r e s p o n s e  to o n e  of the N e v a d a  v i c e s  was 
the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p e e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  in the 
1 9 8 0 ' s, to h e l p  c h e m i c a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  n u r s e s  b e c o m e  
r e h a b i l i t a t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  this was a f u n c t i o n  of a larger 
n a t i o n a l  c o n c e r n  w i t h  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  b y  h e a l t h  care 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  as it i m p a c t e d  q u a l i t y  of care.
T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  sought to s t r e n g t h e n  p o l i t i c a l  
ties w i t h  the l e g i s l a t o r s  an d  h e l p  n u r s e s  b e c o m e  m o r e  
p o l i t i c a l l y  a w a r e  by h o l d i n g  joint m e e t i n g s  w i t h  
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  In the 1970's a n d  1980's, lob b y i s t s 
w e r e  e m p l o y e d  by the a s s o c i a t i o n  to m o n i t o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
r e l a t e d  to h e a l t h  care.
D u r i n g  the 1980's, the a s s o c i a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  a 
m a j o r i t y  of its time a n d  e n e r g y  t o w a r d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  
of a p o s i t i o n  on the e n t r y  into p r a c t i c e  issue. W i t h  
h o p e s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  in ei t h e r  the 1985 or 
1987 s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  sess i o n ,  the m e m b e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t he s t a t e  u n i t e d  to e d u c a t e  n u r s e s  and n o n - n u r s e s  a l ike
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as to the a d v a n t a g e s  of the B . S . N  as a m i n i m u m  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  for r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  as a r e f l e c t i o n  of the lack of u n i t y  
a m o n g  n u r s e s  n a t i o n w i d e ,  a n d  f a i l u r e  of the m a j o r i t y  of 
s t a t e s  to i m p lement l e g i s l a t i o n ,  this has not yet 
o c c u r r e d  in Nevada.
T h e  m o v e m e n t  of p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  of n u r s i n g  in 
N e v a d a  is h i n d e r e d  by the g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  b e t w e e n  
c i t i e s  an d  towns of N e v a d a .  Th e  largest a r eas of 
p o p u l a t i o n  are in the R e n o  an d  Las Vegas areas.
C h a n g e s  in l e g i s l a t i o n  an d  e d u c a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  o c c u r  
w h e n  s i m i l a r  changes first take p l a c e  in s u r r o u n d i n g  
s tates s u c h  as C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  Utah. W h e n  N e v a d a  was 
one of the last states to g i v e  w o m e n  the right to v o t e  
in s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s  in 1914, that was a r e f l e c t i o n  of the 
wa y  p r o g r e s s  w o u l d  o c c u r  in m o s t  a s p e c t s  of N e v a d a  
life.
A l t h o u g h  low m e m b e r s h i p  an d  lack of f u n d s  has b e e n  
a c o n s i s t e n t  p r o b l e m  for the a s s o c i a t i o n ,  not o n l y  at 
the s t ate level but also n a t i o n a l l y ,  there r e m a i n s  
a d e d i c a t i o n  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e  that imitates the d r i v e  of 
the o r i g i n a l  f o u n d e r s  of NNA. M e m b e r s  of N N A  h a d  
al w a y s  b e l i e v e d  that the a s s o c i a t i o n  b e g a n  in 1931. It 
can n o w  be s t a t e d  that the first time the t i t l e  "NNA" was 
u s e d  to i d e n t i f y  a g r o u p  of n u r s e s  wa s  in 1907. T h e  
N N A  was o f f i c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d  as a m e m b e r  of A N A  in 
1920.
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T h e  m a j o r i t y  of N e v a d a n s  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  g a m b l i n g  
an d  p r o s t i t u t i o n  as a w a y  of life. V i r t u a l l y  all 
o t h e r  s t a t e s  reject t h e s e  vi c e s ,  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of 
l i m i t e d  g a m b l i n g  in N e w  J e r s e y ,  s e l e c t e d  s t a t e  
lotter i e s ,  a n d  c h u r c h  a f f i l i a t e d  b i n g o  p a r t i e s .  M i n i n g  
i n t e r e s t s  a n d  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  h a v e  m a d e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
impact on N e v a d a ' s  e c o n o m y  a n d  s t i m u l a t e d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
a d v a n c e s  w i t h i n  the state. H o w e v e r ,  a t t e n t i o n  to e d u c a t i o n a l  
nee d s ,  a n d  c h a n g e s  in n u r s i n g  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e  are 
still r e f l e c t i v e  of a p r i m i t i v e  f r o n t i e r  state.
H e a l t h  care c o s t s  in N e v a d a  ar e  u n d e r g o i n g  
s c r u t i n y  by the c u r r e n t  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  an d  this will 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  impact the f u t u r e  of n u r s i n g  w i t h i n  the 
state. W h e n  the e n t r y  into p r a c t i c e  issue is r e s o l v e d  
at regi o n a l  an d  n a t i o n a l  levels, t h e n  c h a n g e s  will 
b e g i n  to a p p e a r  in N e v a d a .  N u r s i n g ,  as a p r e d o m i n a t e l y  
f e m a l e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  will c o n t i n u e  to be c o n t r o l l e d  and 
d i r e c t e d  by n o n - n u r s e s  w h o  b e l i e v e  that the t r a d i t i o n a l  
m e t h o d  of n u r s i n g  a d e q u a t e l y  m e e t s  the n e e d s  of c o n s u m e r s .  
H o p e f u l l y ,  n u r s e s  will c o n t i n u e  to p u r s u e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  in N e v a d a  and s t r e n g t h e n  the N N A  in 
n u m b e r s  to effect c h a n g e  in a t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
Th e  p o p u l a r  n o t i o n  of h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  is v i e w e d  as 
a c o m p i l a t i o n  of d a t e s  an d  e v e n t s  that m a r k  p r o g r e s s  on 
a c o n t i n u u m .  Th e  h i s t o r i a n  m u s t  no t  o n l y  a d d r e s s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  m i l e s t o n e s ,  but s h o u l d  s u g g e s t  c a u s a t i o n
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a nd m o t i v a t i o n  b e h i n d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  r e l a t e  t h e m  to a 
l arger s p h e r e  of r e f e r e n c e .
D u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  of c o m p l e t i n g  this p r o j e c t ,  
se v e r a l  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  e n c o u n t e r e d .  P r i o r  to r e a d i n g  
a n d  a n a l y z i n g  the d a t a ,  the r e s e a r c h e r  h a d  to sort, 
c a t e g o r i z e ,  a n d  i n d e x  the N N A  m a t e r i a l  s t o r e d  at the 
N e v a d a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  in Reno. T h i s  took over  
e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  to c o m p l e t e  a n d  r e s u l t e d  in 935 f i l e s  
s t o r e d  in t w e n t y  b o x e s .
D u r i n g  this p h a s e  of the study, d a t a  wa s  f o u n d  to 
be a b s e n t ,  f r a g m e n t e d ,  or i n a d e q u a t e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
r e s u l t i n g  in m a t e r i a l  that c o u l d  not be used. It w a s  
a p p a r e n t  that p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  run the o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e r e  not 
a w a r e  of the m e t h o d  for r e c o r d i n g ,  r e t a i n i n g ,  an d  p r e s e r v i n g  
d a t a  for f u t u r e  r e f e r e n c e .  As a r e sult, an a r t i c l e  
was w r i t t e n  for N N A  in M a r c h ,  1990 d e s c r i b i n g  the i m p o r t a n c e  
of d a t i n g ,  l a b e l i n g ,  an d  s a v i n g  d a t a  that w o u l d  be 
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  u s e f u l  for f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s .
E f f o r t s  w e r e  m a d e  to l o c a t e  m i s s i n g  d a t a  b o t h  
t h r o u g h  w r i t t e n  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  in the a s s o c i a t i o n  
n e w s l e t t e r  an d  b y  v e r b a l  r e q u e s t s  at s t a t e  a n d  d i s t r i c t  
m e e t i n g s .  T h e s e  d i d  not r e s u l t  in a s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c r e a s e  in m a t e r i a l  to s u p p l e m e n t  e x i s t i n g  records.
R e c o r d s  w e r e  no t  o n l y  l i m i t e d  in n u m b e r  but in 
d e t a i l  an d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of e v ents. F o r  e x a m p l e ,  s o m e  of 
the a s s o c i a t i o n  s e c r e t a r i e s  w e r e  v e r y  p r e c i s e  
n o t e t a k e r s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  r e c o r d e d  th e  result of a v o t e  
but d i d  not r e f l e c t  is s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  nor r e a s o n s  for
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a c c e p t a n c e  or r e j e c t i o n  of a d e c i s i o n .  So m e  f i l e s  that 
w e r e  l o c a t e d  at U N L V  d i d  not p r o v i d e  d a t a  that was 
a n t i c i p a t e d  b a s e d  o n  the i n f o r m a t i o n  l o c a t e d  in the 
a r c h i v a l  index. L i k e w i s e ,  d a t a  that w as r e p o r t e d l y  
s t o r e d  at the N e v a d a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  d i d  not 
m a t e r i a l i z e .
P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  n ot c o n d u c t e d  as part of 
this p r o j e c t .  S i g n i f i c a n t  p e o p l e  w ho i n i t i a t e d  N N A  w e r e  
few in n u m b e r  to b e g i n  w i t h  a nd time h a s  t a k e n  its 
toll. P e o p l e  w ho w e r e  c o n t a c t e d  for i n f o r m a t i o n  
o f f e r e d  a v a r i e t y  of r e a s o n s  w h y  t h e y  c h o s e  not to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in the p r o j e c t .
Th i s  s t u d y  h as g e n e r a t e d  ideas for a d d i t i o n a l  
r e s earch. M a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  lea d e r s  of N N A  ha v e  b e e n  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  s u c h  as Je a n  R a mbo, Pat Smith, a nd C l a i r e  
S o u c h e r e a u .  T h e  p e o p l e  w h o  e s t a b l i s h e d  the n u r s i n g  
p r o g r a m s  at UNR, U N L V ,  a nd the c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s  s h o u l d  
al s o  be i d e n t i f i e d .  It w o u l d  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to d e v e l o p  
w r i t t e n  or oral h i s t o r i e s  on so m e  of the i ndividual 
m e m b e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those w ho a re still a l i v e  and 
a g r e e a b l e  to i n t e r v i e w s .  P r e s e r v i n g  r e c o r d s  and 
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of n u r s i n g  leaders at the s t a t e  level 
will h e l p  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  w h o  a re i n t e r e s t e d  in 
n u r s i n g  h istory.
T h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ha v e  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h a d  a low m e m b e r s h i p .  It w o u l d  be 
v a l u a b l e  to c o n d u c t  a d e t a i l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  into this 
area, p e r h a p s  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s
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to see if some c o m m o n a l i t y  exists. If m e t h o d s  to 
in c r e a s e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m e m b e r s  c o u l d  be found, it w o u l d  
be b e n e f i c i a l  to the p r o f e s s i o n  as a whole.
A d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  on the d e v e l o p m e n t  of n u r s i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  in N e v a d a  m a y  a s sist w i t h  the r e s o l u t i o n  of 
the e n t r y  into p r a c t i c e  issue. N e v a d a  has a l i m i t e d  
n u m b e r  of n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  and w r i t t e n  h i s t o r i e s  of 
ea c h  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  be useful for f u t u r e  analyses.
A h i s t o r y  of the B O N E  w o u l d  a l s o  p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  
info r m a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  of the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  N N A  
and the B O N E  over the years, a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  m a y  be 
f o u n d  to s u p p l e m e n t  the c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e  by N N A  in 
l e g i s l a t i v e  issues.
As ea c h  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  c o m p l e t e s  a h i s t o r i c a l  
study, a d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  can be g e n e r a t e d .  A 
c o m p a r i s o n  of n u r s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in the W e s t e r n  
S t a t e s  w o u l d  y i e l d  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s  s u c h  as 
e x a m i n i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  a r e a s  of 
s t r e n g t h  a nd c o n flict.
This s t u d y  m a k e s  an ori g i n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to 
e x i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  k n o w l e d g e .  W i t h  a b e t t e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the past, n u r s e s  will be able to 
a n t i c i p a t e  f u t u r e  trends a n d  h o p e f u l l y  f a c i l i t a t e  the 
p r o g r e s s  of n u r s i n g  as a p r o f e s s i o n .
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«  NEVADA 





Curator of Manuscripts 
Nevada Historical Society 
1650 North Virginia 
Reno, Nevada 89503
Dear Mr. Moody:
This letter is to introduce to you Ellen Fries. At our Nevada Nurses' 
Association Convention last week, we voted by consensus to allow her to sort 
and categorize our historical material.
We are delighted she is willing and able to take on this immense project for 
us, and we look forward to finally having all of our historical records in 
order.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
3660 BA»
(702) 825-3555
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